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'^^^-^ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE 

FIRST EDITION, 

X HOUGH, for particular reafons^ 
the author's name could not be pre- 
fixed to thefe Letters*, the reader will, 
on the perufal of them, be at no lofs 
to determine from what quarter they 
proceed. 

It is only fair, however, to premife, 
that they are not all the production 
of the fame pen. The Letters, Nos. 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, in Vol. III. which 
contain a hiftory of the campaign of 
1792, are by another hand ; but the 
public will eafily perceive that they 
are written by a perfon who has had 

* [Tbe name of the Author was not prefixed to 
the firft edition.] 

the 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

the heft information on the fubjedt 
that France; could afford. 

The concluding letter is by a third 
perfon j but as it contained a very in- 
terefting difquifition concerning the 
popular topics of the times, the pub- 
lifher conceived he could not render 
a- more acceptable fervice to the piir^^ 
chafers of thefe volumes than"fo*iB-t 
fertitr . ' , 
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Letter t. 

VlRiSj January tSp ^3* 

Dbar Sir^ 

X HE event which has this week tiktti 
plate in Paris^ will no doubt funiUh you 
widi ample matter for ipeculatioa. Ima* 
Ration contemplates wkh ' an pyer* 
whehting emocion that ei:traordifiary 
viciffitude of fortune t^hich conduced 
Liouis theSiicttentii from the radiant pa-* ; 
lace of Verfailles, to the gloomy cower 
of ibe Temple — ^fnom the firft throne of 
Europe, to the fcafibtd and the bloc):-* 
while the feelings of the heart, which 
VOL. iii# B run 
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run a fatter pace than the reafonings of 
the head) rc^e£t for a wt^ile all calcula* 
tion of general good or evil, and melt 
in mournful fympatby over *' greatoefs 
fallen from its high eftate*" But; when 
we confidcr the importance which this 
event may have in ks^ confequences^ not 
only to this country, but to all Europe^ 
we lofe fight of the individual fufFerer,to 
meditate upon the deftiny of mankind. 

While you obfervefrom a diftancethe 
great drama which is afting in France, ■ 
I am a fpeftator of the reprefentation.-*- 
I am placed near enough the fcene to d?f- ; 
cern every look and every gefture of the 
z&orsy and fevery palfion excited in 
the minds of the audience^ I flialt there- 
fore endeavour to. fill up the oudine of • 
that piAurc which France has prefcrited 
to your contemplation fince the memora- 
ble epocha of the tenth of Auguft. 

Thatconflift which after the King's 
acceptance of the new con{iittiti<>n exited 

in 
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ia this tountary between the rekeciithis^ 

and legiflatiFef)owcrs, .between ^he. c6iirt« 
and the people, has fince . the temh .of 
Augoft been fuccecded by a conflid^ far / 
more terrible^ a conflid: bet we^i; freedom 
and anarchy^ knowledge and ignorancey 
virtue and vice, . While the real patriots 
of Frwce, in their diiFerent conflifts with 
the ancient defpotifm, riiked their lives, 
andihedtlwir blood, and by their, def- 
perate valour confirmed the liberty qf 
their country, a fet of men, who expo(^ 
ed »ot their perfons to the.fmalleft dan-* 
ger in the entcrprife, contrived, >vith-f -^ , 
out pml or exertion, to.feize upon a con-r 
fiderable portion of power ; and never . 
furely in the annals of tyranny have we r 
heard of power more (hamefuUy abufed^ ; . 
Thofe demagogues, known by the api^* 
pellation of the "Commune proviibire 
de Paris," have, during the ibort period ^ 
of their ufurpation, comtpitt^d juQre j 

crimes Uiitndelpi^tifm itfelf »w»^^^ 

B z ' achieved 
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achievccl in ages. The crimd of' ty^- 
rants^ by exciting our abhorrence, Cev^i 
to promote the canfe of freedom. It was ' 
rcfcrved for the Cfommane of Paris to . 
check the generous glow of fympathy 
with a ' great and magnanimous nation, 
which had nobly emancipated itfelf from 
fliavery, and to lead all the feelings of hu- 
inanity to take paft with its oppreflbrsl 
Surrounding nations, who might perhaps 
have beeif animated by the example of a 
country which has long ferved as a mo- 
del to the reft of Europe, have heard of 
the fecond of September, and have (hrnnk 
back iiito the torpor of flavery. TBey 
have beheld, in therobm of the pure and 
fiibliiiie Worfliip of liberty, the grim idol 
of anarchy fet up, and have feen her 
altat fmeared with languinary rites. They 
have beheld the inhuman judges of that 
ni|bt wearing the mttnicipal fcarf which 
then: polititlrtg touch profencd, furround- 
cd by men armed with pikes snd fabres 

dropping 
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dropping with blood — while d number 
of blazing torches threw their glaring 
Ijohi; on the ferocious vifages of thofe 
execxi^lc judges, who,. mi3fiug their 
yoices with the Ihrieks of the dying, pafl* 
cd fentence with a fayage mockery of 
ju(licc> on viiSims devoted to their rage. 
.Tl>^y. have beheld the inferoAl execution* 
ers of that night, with their ann3 bared 
for the purpofcsof murdcrj dragging forth 
thofe viftims to, modes of death at which 

liamre (h udders. Ah ! ye flaughtered 

heroes of the immortal i4tb of Jiily, was 
jit for this ye overthrew the towers ojf 
the Baftile, and burft open its gloomy 
dungeons? — was it for this, ye generous 
patriots, that with heroic contempt^ of 
life ye (bed your blood to give liberty 
and happinefs to your enflaved country ? 
—Ah ! had ye forefecn that the fanatics 
pf liberty, fierce. as the fimaticsof fuper* 
ftition, would have their day. of St. Barr 
iholpnaew, wpuld not your viftoiioui 
B3 arms 
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arms havebe^n linnerved ? Would not thfc 
•facred glow of freedom have been frd- 
zen'in your veins ? Ah f what is become 
of the deliglitful vifioni which elevated 
the enthufiaftic heart?— What is become 
of the tranfport which beat high in every 
•bofom, when an affembled ' miHion of 
the human race vowed on the altar of 
thefr country, in the name of the rcpre- 
fented nation, inviolable fraternity and 
Pinion — ^an eternal federation ! This: was 
indeed the golden a^e of the revolution. 
*-^But itispaft l^^the enchanting fpeif is 

^broken, and the fair fcenes of beauty 
and of order, through which imagination 
wandtred, are transformed into the de* 
folatfon of tbevvildernefs, and clouded 
by the darknefs of the tempeft. If the 
genius of Liberty — profaned Liberty ! 
does not arife in his might, and crufh 
thofe violatora of freedotp, whofe crimes 

' have almoft broken tbc heart of huma^ 

nity, the iiibabitants of Paris may indeed 

^ ^^wiHi 



FROM f R A N C £• 7 

*' wi(h for the vrings of the dove, that 

ihey may fly away and be at reft-*-fbt 

there is violence and ftrife in the citjr/' 

At the head of this band of coofpira- 

tors is Roberpierit— gloomy and &tur-* 

nine in bia difpofition, with a countc. 

. nance. of fach dark afpcA as feems - the 

index of no ordinary guilt*-«fAnatiGal and 

exaggerated in his avowed principles of 

liberty^ pofTefling that fpecics of eio- * 

quence which gives him power over the 

pa(fions, and that copl determined tem* 

per wliich regulates the mod ferocious 

defigns with the moft calm and tempe* 

rate prudence. His crimes do not appear 

u> be the refult of paffion, but of fome 

, deep and extraordinary malignity, and he 

feems formed to fubvert and to deftroy, 

•* One, next to him in power, and next 

in crime," is Dan ton, who, though not 

inferior to his aflbciate in vice, and fa- 

perior in ability, having lefs felf-Qoro- 

Biand, is confeqiiehtly lefs.dangerous^-T— 

B4 l^his 



This tnaaji atMbe period ^f the mafia- 
cres, vftis Minifterof Juflice, and, being 
colored to exert his authority in put* 
ting a flop ipJtbofe- horrors, coolly an- 
£v<rtdf *' X^and k peuple ont eiscerce 
.i»r4c»drott», je reprendrat Us m$mes^J^ 

^aratj tboi}gb fomecittes fpoken of 
as iMt of the leaders of this fadion^ is iti 
xt^ty only, one of its inftrumcnts---'~-« 

A hllcmhy the hand of nature mark'd, 
Q^otccl^ and %n'd to do a deed of fluune \ 
4^od taking note of bia abhpncd afped^ 
Finding him fit for bloody villanj, 

be. 19 ep3 ployed to execute the purpoies 
of ipi^Qrc able.headst 

1 TJiis triup>yirace, refembling the cele^ 
brated trii>inY:iratc of Home in every 
thing that bears th^ marks of bafencfsand 
of crimes^ had aflbciated in their guilt ^ 
iLiimbcj^ of lefler chiefs^ who in their turn 
had eniiAed others as i^(lrunie;ttts .of the 

^liVlieo^the peejile have exerted thdr rights 

fame 



iamci horfid'pur{)ofi9% > TJicorgimk^oit 
of this pxecuiive ' adembly tvi^ formed 
with, fo qiucli addi^s^ .that tlie kfe cooih- 
fidenualxxiemherft of ic ^vcreignomnc to^' 
they came tpgcih^r, wbilft thofe mh<^ 
were the primary movers were carefcrl w 
leave no pofitive traces of their goiltu 
Hence arifcs the extreme difBculty of pu* 
niftiing thefe murderers ; for though the 
complicated chain of evident^ may be 
purfued to a certain lengthy yet it always 
breaks off in the iink that leads to con- 
viftion. Thefe chiefs had contributed' 
ta the annihilation of the power of the 
legiflativeaflembly by their aodackyi a^ 
much as itfelf had dorie by its want of 
energy and courage ; and taking advati- 
lagc of m wcakncfs and littk conlideraw 
rion with the people, they had carried 
their views, as it is generally believed, to 
the Immcdratc overthroiv of what re- 
rtiaiped of the then cxilling fyftem, andf 
n^ant p eftablifh a governmcnt-of biii- 
- ' - B 5 nicipalities. 
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lykiparities, Mr. Bunkers forty-four tboti- 
fend republicsf, of which Paris fliould be 
the centre, and they the worthy protec- 
tors. The idea was great, but the a*- 
chievemeiMr v^ras difEcolt, Who believes, 
that- knows any thing of the charader of 
thefe men, or who has obferved with 
any attention their conduft fince, that any 
thing but fuch inordinate ambition was 
their aim ? But was it hkely, you will 
aik,-that the extirpation of priefts, of 
the imprifoned agents of the ariftocracy, 
and profcribed confpirators, could lead 
to the furtherance of their views ? How, 
by making themfelves the executors of 
fuch fummary juftice, could they arrive 
at the accomplifliment of their wi(hes ? 
Thofe vidims alone would certainly have 
proved infuificicnt to the accomplifli- 
ment of their defigns, and there is no 
doubt that tiic profcription extended to 
the moft diftinguifhed members of the 
Aff^mbly, and to the moft virtuous and 

, refpeftable 



rrfpeftftbte wtftof thai^xecwiv^.?puacil. 
But tliefe (t^tefmen of the .Cpmcnync 
£&ktbat toilrike ac once thofe men^ whorn 
the piQople had been acc^ftom^d to con- 
lider as their firo^eft friends, would be 
too daring and defperate an ad. A ge- 
neral infurredion of the mob, therefore, 
feemed to them the beflmode of even-, 
tually accomplifliing their purpofc. And 
as no mob fufficiently great was to be 
procured by their own means, they coo* 
trived to make the Aflembly it;felf igno- 
rantly acquiefce in their diabolical pro- 
jefts. On the day, therefore, when thefe 
maflacres began, the Commune appeared 
ac the bar, aad informed the Affembly> 
tliat at two o'clock they Qiould order the 

* alarm guns to fire, and die tocfin to fouhd, 
th^t the people fummoned into the 
Champ de Mars might from thencemarch 

-diredlyto meet the approaching cncmy^ 
who were coming with hafty fteps to 



W i E t f « fr^ ' ' 

Paris, after bavittg'cut off Ac four thoii- 
fa»d men fent to the relief of V«dun.— < 
This was a fetfchofod, contrived and cal- 
culated, as they hoped^ to accomplifli 
their purpofc : but though the people 
were much agitated, they were not faf- 
ficiently wound up for fuch an enter- 
prife.- Inftead therefore of meeting in 
immenfe crowds in the Champ de Mars^ 
where thefe aflaffios would have more 
readily found the means of urging them 
to any crime, they met peaceably in theif 
different fedions to confult on the bcft 
meafures for the public fafety, totally ig* 
norant at the momettt what horrid deeds 
were about to be tranfefted. Findings 
therefore, that the people were not to 
be made the inftruments, they were forced 
to make'ufe of the means which they 
had previoufly concerted. The priefts 
confined in the Carmes, under pretence 
. of waiting fomt opportunity for baniih- 

ment 
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mtnt ftccbnilfig -ta a deoree ' of j the A& 
fembly, fen the firft vtftims.i«--The pci-^ 
ibners in the' Abbaye were the *nfttt^ 
who had beeofeot thither, fince the lodv 
of Atiguft by warrftnf s from their mar.*' 
dcrers : the other ptiCoM vitre vifioed 
fucceinYeIy> where this work c/( deach^ 
for the executioners were very few, laded 
two days^ and at the prifon of La Force 
extended to four. One is tempted to^ 
enquire with Lear, ** Is there any OiuCt 
*' m nature that makes thefe hard' 
•• hearts ?'* Various conjcftures hav« 
been formed refpeAing the number put 
to death in tbofe four days^^they have 
been ieilened or exaggerated according 
to the political opinions of the relater. 
Lifts of all the prifoners at chat time. 
confined are now printed by autho** 
rity ; and the amount is ftated at one 
tboufand and eighty-*eight| including- 
the felonsj wJi«> foraied Afarjy j^iJf ihe^ 

number. 
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number. "♦Maus, a«t-O0 dit,"^lki(J 
Louvret^ in. bis accufation of^ RQh6f« 
pierrc, " fi Ic peuple n'a pas participe a 
cea meurtrtSj pourquoi ne les a*t*il pa& 
em^cfaes ? Pourquoi ? Parce que Tau- 
torice tutelaire de Petion etoit enchain^e ; 
parce que Roland parloit en vain ; parce 
qu? ie miniftre de la juftice Jie parloit 
pas i parce que les prefidents des qua- 
rante-huit fc&ions, prates a reprimer tant. 
d'affreux defordres, attcndoient des re- 
quifitions que Ie commandant-general ne 
fit pas; parce xjue des officiers muni- 

* But It has been faid, If the people did not par- 
ticipate in tbcTe murders^ why did they not preveut 
them ? Why ? Becaufc the tutelar authority of Pe- 
tion was fettered : becaufe Roland fpokc in vain ; 
becaufe the minifter of juftice remained filent ; be- 
caufe tb» prefidents of the forty«eight fe£iionSy who 
were ready to fupprefs thele horrible outrages',. 
waited for .ordei's^ which the commander in chief 
never iflued $ becaufe municipal officers wearing the 
national fcarf,the enCgn of their judicial authority, 
pfcfidedt at thcfe atrccious e::ecutH)Q8« 
... : , cipaux, 
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Cf paux, couirerCs de leurs 6cbarpes, pre« 
fidoieot a ces atroces executions." 

. Twice Petion wrote to Santcrre, the 
commander in chief of the national 
guard of Paxis, conjuring hina to fend a 
fufiicienc guard to thj? prifons> to proced: 
the prifoncrs from violence ; but San*- 
terre was called upon in vain. Twice 
Petion went himfelf to the prifon de la- 
Force ; and after defcrlbing, in his fpeech 
upon Robefpicrre's accufation, the fpec • 
tacle which there prefented itfelf, with 
all the fenfibility of indignant virtue he 
adds, "♦Etles hommes qui jageaient, 
et les hommes qui executaient> avaient 

la 

^ And the men who pafled judgment^ and the 
men who executed that judgment, performed their 
office with as much fecurity as if the hw badcaHcd* 
upon them to fulfil tho£e funAions* They hoafted' 
to me of their juftice, their attention todiiUnguiih 
the innocent ffx)m the guilty, and their important 
fcrvices. They demanded, can it be believed ? they ' 
demanded payment for their time, I was filled. 

with 
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la mime feciuiie.que H la loi le$ eut op* 
peles a remplir ces fondions. Ik. me. 
Y^atAient Icur.jufticc, leur, attwtiQn ^ 
diftinguer'ie$ innocents de$ ccupables^ 
ks ferviccs qu'ils avaiem re&du^; ils 
demandaieQCy pourrai^on le crpire? ils^ 
dcniandaienc . a £tre .pay^s du tejmps 
qu'ils avaicru paflc;; . j'etais pecUeinenc 
confondu.de^es eDteodre. 

:*f Je leur parlai Je langage auilere de 
laJi<» :. rj^ Uttf: pftflai awe': Je fentiment 
de i'indigDarip^ profopdiC dooir j'^taisr 
|>^netre* Je les. fi$, fortir tous devaoc 

qu'il$. y K«itrercm>: j?\ (m- 4e nouveau 
Ibr les licux, pour les en cliafleri la 

with lorror at the rcqueft, I fpoke to tlicm the 
lOift^re'^taAgHage of the' kw-^l fpoke to them \«ith 
tfaac^£eelfiig of deep indigaatioti mthf which I was 
penetraied^ I obliged. them to ^lepant. Scarcely 
waa I gone myfelf, when they returned. I went a 
fitcond time, and again forced them to leave tlie 
phce';'I>ut tiiat nJght thfeyfiDiflied their horrible 
butchoj]^' • , .".■ ^ , ' i • 

.-i. nuit. 
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nait, ils achevercnt leur horrible bou- 
chcrie/' 

Such wiere the immediate evils of the 
fecond of September : their confequencc5 
will probably extend far beyond the li- 
mits of that country ivhich was the the* 
atre of thi3 inhuman violence. The in« 
habitants of Paris muft bear, through 
every fucceeding s^e, the recprded d\C- 
grace of having ren^aihed in a (^ate of 
(luptfied ^flonilhment ^nd terror, while 
no more than iifty hired aflaflks im- 
printed an indelible ftain upon the coun- 
try. But the bitter p\inilhmcnt of havr 
ing incurred that di(grace^ is, perhaps, 
all which this country has to fear. Anar^t 
chy car\not.be lafting. The.evUs it txujf 
prodvice will be biit the evils of this day 
and of to-morrow— •^Thofc difordcrs 
which may for awhile convulfe the in^ 
fant republic, will peafe witli the lives of 
their perpetratqrsj wbp can a££s^s^^ 
iadividuals, but cannot aiTaflifaate opi4 

mosa 



2^ LETTERS 

nions which appear to be widely dif- 
fufed. Yet tbefe are confideracions 
which may lead us to fear, ihat, if the 
evils of anarchy will be temporary, they 
wilt alfo be terrible. Ic is well known 
chat all the legislative aflTembly did| was 
to undo what the conftituent afiembly 
had done. Convinced, from the con« 
duft of the court, that the liberty of 
France could only be preferved by the 
terrible means of another revolution^ the 
fecond legiflature, not deeming the na- 
tional guard fufficient for this purpofe, 
armed every man in Paris, and cohfe- 
quently placed a formidable power in 
the hands of that fwarm of idle and 
profligate perfons which infeft great 
capitals, and who, having nothing to 
lofe, feel that ♦< havock, and fpoil and 
**ruin are their gain." Such perfons 
are, under an eftablifhed government, 
checked in their outrages on fociety, 
by the terror of puniflimenti but in the 

crifis 
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crifis of a revohitjon they become the 
dangerous inftruments of party rage and 
faftion. They may ftHl commit enbr- 
i3Mties, of which the bourgeois of Paris, 
who appear fince the fecond of Septem- 
ber to be funk in a Qace of complete 
flupefa&ipn^ niay remain pufillanimous 
wtn^les ; bat which may provoke th0 
indignation of the other departments of 
.the kingdom f where, in general, the 
loveof liberty is conqefted with the ut- 
mofl; horror of anarchy. Hence civil 
commotions may arife. Upon the 
whole, the French' revolution is dill in 
its progrefs, and who can decide how 
its iaft page will fin i(h ? 

The furrounding nations of Europe, 
after contemplating thefavage fpedacle 
which the fecond of September prefented, 
will perhaps feel, that defpotifm, armed 
with its arbitrary impofitions, its gloomy 
towers^ and its folitary dungeons^ is not 
more hideous than anarchy, Defpbtifrti 

may' 
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m^y be compared to a (Ireacn, wbj^h^ 
fupplied from a.cafual fpring,. or ^i^€n 
qual foqrce^ leavxs, for the molt pfu*^ 
the region through which it pafles 
parched and defolatcj yer, fometimes 
.ihedding partial moifturei cheery the 
eye with a ipon of fcamy verdure. But 
anarchy is the impetuous torrent that 
iweeps over the land with irrefiftible vi«- 
.dencc, and involves every objefl in one 
wide mafs of ruin. 

On the 2oth of September the national 
convention affembled at Paris, On that 
afiembly every ^ye was fixed with eager 
expectation. Inverted with unlimited 
powers, its auguft miflSon was to give a 
new impulfc to human affairs, to intro- 
duce a better order of things.— The fate 
not only of France, but of Europe, of 
mankind, ieemed entrufted to its wif. 
iiom and its virtue ; and the happinefs 
Of tnifery of ages appeared tO' be fuf;. 
I^foded on its- decifioos. It u'as fondly 

Jiopcd 
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hoped* that its ediifts would difpel the 
nic>ralchao$ of popular pat^bM, and give 
birth to intelledual barmonj^ and order* 

M Here be it thine to odm and guide 
f< The fwelling democratic tide, 
** To watch the date's uncertain firame, 
** And baffle fadion's partial aim/* 

But Jic was foon found that one circuni« 
&aLncfi of inauipicious omen had call a 
cloud over the riiing fun of the.repubdtu 
It was foon found that liberty had^^ fallen 
oi^ evil days and ,eviL tongues.'' Many 
of the eledors of Paris were the adhe* 
rents of that faAion. which had planned 
the maifacres of September ; , and tbie 
fan&uary of the nation w^ profaned by 
the preferice of men, who^ after having 
violated alllawsj appeared in the cbiarac* 
ter of legiflators. It was Coon found that 
the caufe of liberty h^d not pniy. to feiir 
the ambtti6U6 defigns of the chieft of 
ihi5 faftion, who defired to. rife upon he 

ruins 
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ruUis of their country, and ihe profligate 
wretcUea who were the inftruments of 
their crimes ; but alfo the miftaken at- 
tachment of men who were feduced into 
this party, not from depravity of heart, 
but from principles carried to ezcefs ; 
men who, taken from the loweft ftations 
of life, and having no knowledge of pub- 
lic. aSTa^irs, are, from the ardour of their i 
zeal ..for liberty, made the dupes of its : 
pretended champions. If the party. Gi- 
rond^ ♦ dcfire to rielieve the wants of the . 
poorer, dafs of citizens, the Mouxuain 

* The party Gironde is fo caUed, becaufe the de- 
partment of the' Gironde has proved more fertile 
than Bny otiier in ta:lent8 ; and moft of the difUn- 
guifiiei' menders of each national afiembly have be* 
longed to the Oirondi^ but not ^U i for La. Sonne ia : 
not of that.^epartment. v The fadion at the head of . 
which are Rx)befpierre, Panton, and Marat, has 
taken the name of La Montagne^ becaufe its leaders 
ufiittlly p^ace themfelves on the moft elevated feats ' 
in dif • afiem%iy ; and- hav$ alfo heard that the hiha- 
bit^Qts of J]99un)>iaa ar^ 9rdcnjt.]|3rv^i9 of Jibeity. . 

. . V. •• r fa<5tion 
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faflion declare, that fuch expedients arc 
at an abjeft dtftanCe from le hauteur dc 
la revolatibn, which calls for an equal 
divifion of property. 

<* What happier natures fhrink at with affright, 
** The harden'd Marat ift contends is right.** 

This faftion endeavour to lead the peo* 
pic to the laft degree of moral degrada- 
tion, by teaching that the love of order 
is the love of defpo(ifm» and that the 
moil unequivocal proof of patriotifq, is 
to remain in permanent infurredion. In 
the fcftions of Paris, which for the moft 
part are under the influence of this fac- 
tion, a man, in order to gain appiaufe^ 
mud harangue in the grofleft language 
of the lowed vulgar ; and a perfon of 
education is hooted for that reafon only; . 
any fupcriority of mind being confidered 
as an ariftocratical deviation from the 
gri^tt principles pi eqvality. This fac* 
tion have 'declared war agatnft every im- 
provement. 
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prQvemeAt^ and efoy. gract o^ civU 
lifed foci^ty«-sUi time ^mbelliflies hu- 
njiaa life — all that Q>^tm and refines our 
nature* — They defire to fend t^ arts 
and fciences into tverlaftlng exile, to 
throw down all the monuments of tafte 
and genius^ and to deftrby all literature 
in one impiou6 condagrattoo* What 
gives roon^to fafpeft that a coofiderabk 
mamberof tbefe demagogues have been 
pcirchafed by £(ireign courts^ is^ tliatthe 
finftion of thq Mountain has been joined 
bjralidbc former nobles and prielb: who 
hjive bottt. cfadfen members of the na^ 
tioiud contention. This coalition feems 
tQ' arife from iknilarity of views ;frpai 
the hope that the people^ trred at lengtb* 
of the mif^biefs stnd themiferies of anar^ 
cbfj ' witt again bend their necks to Ao - 
y&k(:/oii diplpotifiuv • It i^. affcrtod by 
mMy perfo^s^ y^itv Marat is a deters 
miMd ariftocra^e.: ^ndit isc^rtfliia ithat, 
when he preaches infuiTedlibn aAd^xuif- 
4 focrc^ 
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fecrcij he befriends the caufc of tyrannic 

power ; and if lie is not the agent of the 

Houfc of Auftria, he is one of its moft 

formidable allies. I lately aiked a 

i?renchman of my acquaintance, who 

poffeHes diftinguifhed talents, and the 

-fnoft ardent love of liberty, what pre* 

vented him^from-tftkingan aftive part iti 

public affairs ? " Difguft,** he repKed. 

^* Our revolution,'* added he, " re- 

" 4ninds me of tlie works of a celebrated 

*^ Italian painter, who drew the moft 

** charming fcencry, enriched with the 

** moft beautiful profpefts and delicious 

^* walks — but the groups ,of figures 

" which were feen in ihofe delightful 

•* xegions, were grotefque and liideous. 

^^' — SudV faid he, "appears our re- 

•*• volution in my eyes. The theory is 

**.beautiful, iht prbciples are fublimc, 

^** but many of the aflors are deteftable ; 

<* and it is a fyftetc of which the prefcnt 

-VOL. III. C «« race 
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^* caee is oot worthy/' This want of 

..•rvirtqe.isj,-in tnrfh, the fcnience of their 

; ; cot^demxiation. They have indeed thrown 

t-affth^ fetters, bat tJiey have retained the 

* wicejs, 0f difpotifm. 

** And when coiitending^<:hiefrl>Iockade the thnsnei 
** Contrading regal power to ftnetch ihcir own 9 
' *< When I behold a fadious band agree 
' ** To call it freedom when themftlves are free; 
" Fear, pity, jafticc, indignation dart, 
** Tear ofFrefervcj and rend my Iwellingheari; 
•' Till, half a patriot, half -a coward grown, • ' 
' •* Ilfly from petty tyxants to the tbrone.** 

After feveral weeks .paflcd- in tuinul- 
ctuous oppofition, on the part of the 
Mountain, to every meafure propdfcd 
by the patty Gironde, and in wolent 
denunciations againft .Roland, that mi- 
nifter, who, after having, oppofed with 
noble firmnefs the tyranny of the coiirt, 
now refitted with the f^me inflexible vir- 
tue the tyranny of the demagogues, and 
wiwnictbc Abbe Sieyes coiphatically 

cails 
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ca^k " Ic E^U? des coquins * ;" th« fac- 
tion of fh(5 Mountain, in cotijunAion 
with the Jacobins and the feftions of 
Paris, demanded with clamorous vchc* 
TOcncc the trial of ihe dethroned mo- 
narch — ^or rather his"* execution — fincc 
tiie tedious forms of a trial did not accord 
with the funimary proceedings of the 
judges of the fecond of September, who 
w^ere accuftomed to miurd^r fans inftruc- 
:tion prealable-f. But before I give 
you an account of the trial, it is in the 
order of time to mentioh the victories 
obtained by the French arms in that me- 
morable campaiga, the brilliant fncccflcs 
of which it will require all the authen- 
ticity of modern hiftory to render ere* 
dibJe to pofterity. The fplendid tri- 
umphs of the *V plumed war,'* fays our 
^reat poet, *^ make even aa)bition vir- 

' t Without prCTious notice. * 

C 2 tue/' 



^* tuf." 'But here tliey are pure and^nja- 
vfuHidd? in thie view of miDfalk}^^; foru&e 
^/cel that ^c only juft-ciurefer wir, that 
.fcoyrgc of tlic liiimaii race^ is when man 
^taie up arms to a^f(^iid:ihch: countryr 
H^/rom invafion, to protedt their property, 
r their wives, their children. Of that 
«. eventful campaign I have.it in my power 
to fend you a mod interefting detail^ 
which J received in. a feries of letters 
^rooLone of my^EngUQi friends, who 
Jhad fpir4c enough, in«.defiahce of perfonai 
4;iard(hips> and danger, to vifit the armies^ 
.and .who,> having had the t>e(l opportq- 
.JMties of obfervation, has not only traced 
with accuracy, as well as energy, the 
.great leading events of the campaign, 
but has alfo related many Utile incidents, 
which, as they :ferve:^o mark the temper 
of the contendir^ parties, are highly va* 
luable. We wifti to fnatch from obli« 
^Iqr ; the moft minute 'circumfiances 
cohne^ed with .suij^remadcable rpocbi 

in 



F R Cryt FRAN C^E, 



fl9 



in human affairs: we wi(h to view the: 
fcene which has been the theatre of any 
mecnorable adion. The letters I now* 
itfcloiie will can?ey to your mind, in a 
high degree^ that fort of gratification j 
£%0m whidbi iwiU not detaia you longer^ 
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E arrived here laft evenings 
utider. circwn3AaBCcs yery.diftrcfling to 
any buc thcfc ivho. bad made up their. 
accovlQi for hardfliips and adventure ;:. 
for we found aflembled theciat major of 
three or four armies, with the commifla- 
ries of the convention, who^ with their 
numerous attendants, had fo filled the , 
town^ that it feemed^ doubtful whether , 
we' could firtd room, even in the ftreets, .. 
blocked i^ as they were witit baggage-. - 
w*ggons, caiflbns, cannony and other * 
impleititnts of war, for our carriage, if 
we were once more compelled to make : 
it ear ftceping aparrmenr.' After part- 
ing firom Chalons, we. entered that part. 
^ . }' ' : of 
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of Champaigne which is proverbial for 
its barrcnntfl and poverty ; and as if na*-* 
tiire had noc done fiiifRcienttjr littfc for it, 
th? Prufliiins and Auftrians had been in-* 
duftrious to reduce it to its minimum. 
Here we found the ftrft' vcftiges of ihc» 
d^folation of war, in dead horfes, plim- 
deted tottag(fs, aad the deftruirfion of 
every thing that had the appearance oi\ 
wooi, however -unfiacd for .fuel ; .ftiqbx/. 
as. infttamonts of huiblDdry, the .gable . 
end of hoiifes,^ or the trees which oraarj: 
xnent the public roads in France^ and' 
which, in this uniotexefting' country^.' 
moft have been peculiarly grateful to the ; 
otherwife wearied eye of the trayeller^r 
It was with extreme difficulty t&ac. W9,.' 
had made three pofts in the jcoorfeofd 
fercn hou-5, the intcrcourft between ihe^/- 
armies and Paris having been l^t^iyfo.; 
great, that the poor aoinials, wlMicjxi»w 
more tranquil days are not much' iS^ciUii»-)i 
bered wikh fle(h, could fcarcdlj> hftr^^i 
C 4 acknow* 
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^lickpowledgc^d , for borfes.: The nigltit 
was (drawing Dn, when, after paffing over 
/the Pniffian entrenchments, on the 
heig^hts' marked by geograpliers as tlie. 
camp of Aiilla, we reached the \\U 
lagc of .Orbwal^ which- Is two leagues 
from ikkis place^ and near which the 
a6iion of ^ the 2o:h of Septcniber toot 
j)lace. The inhabitants were not yet re- 
^oyefed jfrpw their terrors. The (hades 

^cf,Auftrian$ and Frufiians were dapcirtg; 
vlicforc their eyes, and, the. ijiufic oic^ 
Ofiu founding yet 19 thfis-ears; fo thiit 
y(e wtfc often obliged .to rcpejit our 
queftion, afid aqoommodate our voice ta 
the tone of their lyo^panutni and cvcKf^ 
^(wfV (h^y: jgaye us. )vai accoippanied 
by a voaife^ti<^« ii> which ^bf report of 

> itc artillery w«s Tjery isreil imitated. . Qa 

.wacbing; this, village, jfvhifbf after jlje 
^\C€4ry wikJerw&isj*»;W pa^d^, pi|r ap- 
pet.itfs.ran^ jg^^gl^gripn . had figured 9S; 

. tl)c land of Canaan, .w?/ound nothing of 

its 
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its charaderiftics ; for the fame df(b^ 

latibn Had followed the march pi* tKe 

enemy, and the armies then aroundf chexn 

had finifhed in emptying the country pf 

all its refources. An American officer 

oi artillery^ whom we liad feen at CH^ 

JfXks^ and whole baggage we^ had takea* 

into our carriage to relieve his hiorfe^ 

otherwife fufficiently loaded, had arrived 

bete before us, and, having lucceeded la 

' procuring fome refirettimcftt for hii Wei- 

-^ried animal, was fupplkaaufig the tirtte 

if lialf.ftaived fpeiJtators ta-proRcdit'ttie 

^ikme* favour for himfelfe/ We^f fdofid 

^^Tm in the attitude^ of Panurgc in Ea- 

belais^ making all the fighs whidi his id- 

genuity could invent (for though ap* 

jpoinied to the command of a batcaliofi, 

: he -dnderftood not a fydable of^ the Ian * 

guage), ^o infernt them that b4 was 

«piring forhiinger.; whilft'th€y,<.wko 

i^rft&hf . weU ^mdeiftood \m mtiaah%^ 

could ^t tnake it fo ctesur to^'hisijtpi^]^- 

' C 5.: benfibhs 
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bcnfioiis that there were fome places in 
- the worldwbcfe nbthing cosld be gained 
even for money. The cwfe of famine 
could not ^avc prcfcntcd' i more dcfof 
• kiing appearance. As we could pror 
iure no food, we were not tortured bjr 
the £ght'6f any of tht implements for 
its preparation; for the cooks of tbb 
enemy had dcfpoiled them of every ktt- 
chen utenfil.^ A' foldier at length. en- 
lered, with whom we. exchanged a feat at 
<>ur ifire, and a livre or two, for a morfel of 
his bread, to appeafe thie "hunger 0|f our 
half ^ Englifti brother ; and after this re- 
paft, with horfes of equal worth and ce- 
le'tity'with the laft, we reached St. Mene- 
bould. Eyery thing here that had the 
appearance 'of an inn had long been pre* 
occupied ; and we werie' about to give up 
the feareh in defpair, when our forlorn 
iitiiaiibn moved the pity of a lady, the 
owner Df an hotel, wMch had the ap- 
pearance of being occafibhally the recep- 
: "^ ^ "' tacle 
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taclc 0/ the humbler fort of travellers i 
where having gained a footing, (he un-» 
dertook to procure us fotnething thac 
might bear the refemblance of a bed. 
The kitchen prefented us with fufficienc 
charms to fix our attention. A hoft of - 
officers were feated round the table, at\U 
ing with fome impatience for thefervice, 
of whofe common difli we were invited 
to partake, and which we (hould have 
readily accepted, had not every feat been 
already occupied. We therefore prepared 
our repaft like claffic heroes> and made 
trenchers of our bread. A blazing fire 
dried our garments, which had been 
drenched while we were fecking this afy.^ 
lum i and a bottle of better wine Was 
procured for us, than the pay of our 
comj)anions could afford, who did us 
the favour to partake it with us. Plea-^ 
fures are comparative. While we thouglit 
on the fplendour and hofpitality of Me- 
reville^in whofe enchanting gardens we 
C 6 • paffci^ 



pafled the laft week,' 7/5^^^ congratulated 
themfclves in being (heltered from the 
pitHefs. florcn tHat was howling around* 
their companions encamped on the ad- 
.joining hills ; tlioughr to have fared fa- 
well, . whe^ we had every expectation of 
faring fo badly, ought to have been to 
us af fubjecl of congratulation alfo. Wi 
made part of their circle, and panook of 
Uu: generaLamufement ;' which was that 
of relating, every man to his neighbour, 
' who without paying attention was equal!); 
occupying the ear of the next, the ad* 
ventures of the day, and, what had fifty 
times, beer) related and known before, 
the ^tdvenfiires of the whole campaign. 
.The neceffity.ihey felt to give us infot* 
matipn,^ when they found us complaifant 
enough ^o liQ^n, Kept us till a late hour; 
and judging of what was to come by 
^hat {wast prefcnt and pad, had it hot 
been for difturSing the Gcconomy of the 
femily, I ihould have preferred my im- 
mediate 
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mediate poft, and waited for the morning 
without hazarding the contingent com- 
forts of a bed. This accommodation 
our hoftefs^ after much labour and con«^ 
trivanccj bad founds or rather made for 
tis in a chamber which in days of fplen« 
dour, fucb as fairs and great markers^ 
was occupied by the (ervants of pedlars^ 
Smd merchants of that defcription; but 
\yhich ordinarily was the repofitory of 
wood for the family. After wading 
apcle deep,, and afcending a ladder at 
the end of a ftable yard^ we found two 
mattrefles decently laid on ftrawi oni 
of which was occupied by an officer^ 
who^ from his attitude on our entrance^ . 
was probably dreaming of ihicves or the 
enemy. The ftiects, an trnexpe^ted 
luxury, of the other mattrefs^ being in 
a ftate of vapour, indepeindently cf other 
confiderations^ 1 wrapped my great coat 
round . me^i ahd^made \i§f6t thelaiHgue 



jl X E T T f KS 

of.thc paft days, by fleeping till morning 
very profoundly. 

I waited on the commiflaries Carra 
aad Dc Sillery, who had been fenr , with 
Pjdcur, by the convention, as civil fu- 
j^jcrintendants of the armies* I heard 
from tliem that Dumourier had left St. 
Mendiould early this morning, with the 
^tention of marching his army towards 
Flanders i leaving Kellerniann and DiK 
Ion to attend the Fruffians, who are now 
in full retreat. From them alfo we have 
learnt the ;principal evjents of thj^ hithcr- 
jto extfaordi^y campaign ; and as the 
^weather, continues fo unfriendly to any 
^her expedition at prefenr, I (hall re- 
|^,ve.my vifit to Dumourier's camp till 
jthj:.j[norroy, and fini(h my letter with a 
iOi^t Skcxch of what has hitherto been 
icffedfd, in as unmilitai^y.a ftyle as po(^« 

: %}» cafnjgsfign Qpcfj^d under very un- 
happy 
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h^ppy aufpices. Yqtx remember the 

diftreCs and indigQatipn which reignecl 

throughout Paris when the news of cfa^ 

difaftrpus r ptrfat frpirn T^^Q^y .^d Mpof 

arriv^^ jMKl the horrid circucnftancr^ 

wit^ whi<:h it was attended. The retreat 

vras difreg^rded^ but the murder c^ 

Cillon ^d j^he prifoners wa^ a 0;ain which 

nothing QOu)d efface. Its unhappy effeAs 

Were not Cj^fifioe^ to Paris; it was. f 

blow-giYien to the xaufe of liberty ia 

:evcry country. Mr. Burke was gio;yr« 

ing in th^. accomplifliment of hi^ pfc^ 

pliecies in the Houfe of Coowkmis, whilQt 

Mr. Pox obferved, moi?e prophetically^ 

that when they both lamented the 4e« 

feats of Walhington^ and (bed tears 

oVcrthc fate of Montgotnory, .a ftiojrt 

time reverfed the fcene, in vidtories pb- 

uinedj and armies captured; and ;hat^ 

though he ^had <qual <abho];cen<;e witji 

htfhfdf at the deed which he wpnA^^Xh 

cdy yet he had known too much <^f 

the 



the world to feel dd^ondcat , at fucH 
eveftts, and had koFot* from the^ezample 
of Aineriqtj not to bedircbncerted at the 
failure of firfteQterprires;remindingbim> 
that Franklin, when news was thought 
to hiin, wbilft nc^tiating at Parif, 
that the American armies were totally 
routed^ C9oHy replied, I expeded it*. 
Here, though the feelings oPtbe couft 
on thefuccefs of this fetal enterprife tfo^ 
to the cpurf it was a viSbry) were in ptt- 
fedunifoh with lilr. Biirke, yet it did riot 
dare avow its fatisfaftidp id d^ehlyr bctc 
^ Auftrian committees' were Tubjdfls 't)f 
eternal denunciation,^ and th^it xdniii 
fpondence with the' phemy was as well 
]tnown at Paris^ as it was iii the chamber 
where thei^ committees &t^ Hie court, 

. > Ffanklla wa» aot much xn the habit of ^ak- 
lAgtbe French language, but had a few iignificant 
phia(ea to exprefs hi* feelings. When the news of 
nisy unfortunate event was brbt^gfak him, he uftd to 
* intdatmr ^'XM otii, CAefi|>«Sbk}.i&aift ffa ka, 91 
iti$?.frh!ch was t&e origin of this popular foog. 

forgetting 
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fbrgeitirig that any^ change had takea 
place in the oninions of the people, iur*^ 
rounded by charadters which fbotfaed' its 
vanity and flattered its hopes, thought 
that by filling every office of any influ- 
ence witii its own dependents, fa long as 
U kept within the exaA letter of the coo- 
{litution^ the people would not dare to 
examine into it^ condud> or^ if they durft, 
that the law would have force to awe 
them into.filence. With this perfaaiion 
t[ie courtj^ making the extreme u(e of the 
^wer^ given it by the conftitution, the 
means whereby it could more efleftuaify 
put into execution its treafonable pur* 
pofes, had procured^ through the eledo^ 
tal aflemblies, on the diflblution of the 
firft legislature, thofe perfons who were 
mod devoted to its intereft^ to be cfacffen 
jinto the directories of the departments^ 
and: had 6lle4r..a?.far as it jcould without 
'fiifpfdon^ Ac army with thofejoffice^^ of 
■ ' ' ' ' ' ■ ' ^' ^ '"• -< •'whole 
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whofe attachment ir had the moft perfcftj, 
affurance. To give greater facility p- 
thefe operations, it had blinded the pub- 
lic wit^ the difmiflion of one fet of mi- 
nifters, and the choice of others, till fonic 
appearance of its wilhes to comply with 
thofe of the people was nianifclled in the* 
nomination of the patriotic minifters, 
Dumourier and Roland. Roland, had^ 
the fagacity foon to perceive '* that there 
was behind the throne a greater power 
than, thq throne iifelfj" but Dumourier'- 
wa$ for fome tinie longer the dUpe. Ro- 
land's difmilTion was accompisinied by a;"^ 
letter addreffed to iKe king, whidh was a^ 
model of firmnefs and ftate integrity;, 
and Pumourier was foon after. compcUedt 
to refign. Going from the bar of the- 
affembly, he obferved to a friend, that he 
had little fartiier to do than to " fairc. 
fon petit pacquet pour allcr a Orleans ;"^ 
but Providence has refer ved, him for a. 

» bettct 
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better fate^ and his fubfequenc conduft 
has (hown, that in this inftance be was 
more weak than guilcyJ 

J^ittle Tidories and retreats, ilight 
fkirmiihes^ and the transferring of camps 
from one place to anotheri dragged on 
the campaign, till another expedition, 
with, more fufxrefs, was undertaken 
s^aind. Flanders; and a town or two of 
UQ gre^t importance fell into the bands, 
of the ]frc;nch.. Their retreat (torn this, 
acquifition^ whUft the hopes of the people 
werA rifing, vi2k% ^9ther.caure.of difcon-. 
tputr of which thg court, were little obr 
fejivftiit, fmce it bad hitherto fiicceeded 
rp. well, ia every plan it had undertaken' 
tQwar.ds the accomplithment of its great 
preje^. The rcquifition for the banifli* 
meat of the refradtory clergy, and the 
formation of a camp near Paris, had 
been fet afide by the veto of the confti** 
turion; and though the tumult or% the 
20th of June had given fome alarm, yet 

it* 
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it was Jiopcd that no firch accidents -would' 
Happen in ffiture. Paris at length became 
more violently agitated than ever ; and^ 
the-royaiifts, fecure of fuccefs, difco vered 
every diy more and* more of rheir intcn* 
tions. The department; ignorant of *the- 
extent of tliis confpiracy of the ccmrt* 
(for La Rocbefoucaulc could not be a- 
traitor^ fopported by La I^ayet^e and a 
part of the legiflative afferably, byifif* 
mifling Petion raifed the popular indig* 
natio!! 4nd fury- to the moft alarmmg^* 
height. Though the court frndtioned' 
tills difmiffion, th^e aflembly folemnly it- 
Jpftatcd him. The addfefs of La Fay* 
. crtej to the Legiflature, againft the Jaco^ 
biQ^ ftjll increafed this democratic r^. 
The fcftions of Paris, at the bar o{< the* 
af&mbly^ d&mahded the dethrotieihent 
ofthekin^. The matter had gone too 
far for ahy 'poffibility of reconciliationt 
f,Thcx9\irtand jpcbp^ were for Tome clay s^ 
^.)iQ(lile preparation agaTnli each other; 
; /**'■" '" ' ■ "'""■■ the 
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-^heiQth of Auguft a^rivedj4md France 
-m^ for the dme faypd. 

> Thi§ tiule doailwas atcelTaryj xo ex- 
^ajr^ ^hy, wh^n an army of !Prufl[ianj» 
. Apftrians^ Hdliansji 4nd Emigres, to tbe 

aw)unt of ioq,ooo men, were entering 
*jfhe^ Ff9^^ tcrricories, La Fayette in his 
j^j^np^tJSed^n hadpnly i^^obo men to 
jpBpefe tbem^/ JJiimpurier. ai)d DUlan 
-wer^r 4'fflfifnz ^ck -ilittle'^'fo !^^^-^^5|^ 
7^^i!f^ ^asQiiit 

T^P'4rJ^4^y f Kjf Ij^f n^iann 4 Weiflera- 

Jb^rg J; ih?; entity- jippc?ifc^ Wfefere : 
.^pd wiplft the H€;ffiati& and Emigrants 

weret0 ,pafs the Rhine, the Auttriaiis 
-to penetrate info -the department' of tEe 

North, tbQ people of Piedmont to inVa^e 
^;tbe fouth^ and the aridocracy to take off the 
. m^ik in all the interior parts; the Duke 
. ^Brunfwick, with great tranquillity, and 

AuaoppoTed, would march 4ire&ly to Fa* 

JHS, The events of the xoth 6f Auguft 

difconcertcd this well-arraftged fyftefti. 

La 
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La Fayette had taken his fliglift, fihdmg 
hU army incorruptibk^ but its deplorable 

* iGtuation left little hopes of making any 
' effectual ftand againft fo formidable an 

hoft. Already iiad the Duke of Brunf- 
wick entered France. Chiirfait was ar- 
rived from the Low Countries, atid liad 
planted himftlf on tiie xight of the Prof- 
fian army. A fecond column of Aiiftri- 
ans commanded by' Hobenloc, one of 
' Emigrants, and another of Heffians, were 
in the rear of the Ptuffians. Already 
' had Loiigwi furrendered,' and the enemy 
were preparing ^o lay liege to Verdun >^or 

* Montmedy, whilft Lucknerhad not mote 
than 1 5,060' men that he <!ould difpofe 

* of, without leaving every other place of 
'- importance under his diitftion alto- 
gether unproteAed. In ^ this . perilous 

'firuation was tfee- French army on the 
goth of Aagmftr^ wheti the co^m^il df^UTf 

* Whi^h Dumoutier affemWed^-acknow- 
^ledgt{lg iMmp^eUbWity of att«ck4ng ibe 

'' ' 2 enemy 
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enemy in front, agreed on making aspdw- 
.eiiul a diveriioa as poffible in the Low 
^<rountries« But as the execution was too 
' hazardous to be undertaken %efore it met 
with the approbation of the executivecoun- 
cilj Dumourier made the beft poffible dif* 
^poiitions to throw obSades in the way (^ 
the enemy, to harafs them ; and though 
he could form no expedtation of arrefting 
their march, he might caufc its delay^ 
and give time for the executive council 
to determine what coniluA in^thefe eic* 
. treme circumftanceshe ought to purfue. 
So-well arranged had this confpiracy been, 
that nothing was agitated at this moment, 
butthejiiucftion of the arrival of the Pruf- 
siiansat Paris. Thofe who affertcd the af- 
/firraative were the royaUfts who wi(h«d, 
and the cowards who feared it. They 
founded their opinions on the great reputa- 
tiofioftheDukeof Brunfwick, whofc head 
swas cool andcalcuVati ng. Ip ^as alleged 
by tbemid that be bad fettled bis plan, and 

was 



4.8 LETTERS 

was conducing troops well difciplmed, 
^wbilft th? French had only r^w recruits, 
.inferior m auinbe|s and in fyftem ; that 
ht had agents in everyqiiarter to give hitn 
inf(M:mauon^ that the emigrants who we^e 
with bim would form a centre around 
which all the difaffefted would arrange 
themfelves ; that one or>two places beijjg 
taken^ nothing could flop the progrefs of 
fo-immenfea force^ which would dtfarm 
in its march the patriots^ arm the difaf- 
feded, pillage and deftroy the country, 
feize on every favourable pofl, hinder 
the provifioning of Paris^ and thus fave 
the trouble of a maflacrc by previbufly 
flafviAg its inhabitants. All this bad 
m»ch the appearance of probability. 
Alarm and terror fat on many a coiui^ 
tefiance» but on iK^ne more than on fome 
ofourcQuntry men, erf* whom fome wanted 
todrink the waters ofSwumrtfrnd, und 
others the waters of other pl»ces i yet no 

rcieafe 
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ttlcafc from Paris could on any terms be 
obtained^ and they were compelled to 
Await the reftoratipn of theirhealth^ under 
circumllances that added cvefy hbur to 
tlieir newly acquirecl ciifeare. iThls indlf. 
pofition, however, hadfeized onlya'fewj 
for thofe in whom prc?vious real derange- 
ment of nerves might have formed Tome 
«xcufe for terror, bore the appearance of 
the approaching danger with piiilofophic 
Tortitudc, The women and children at 
this time were working at the redoubts 
and fortifications forming tound Paris, . 

The difficulty of his lituation gave new 
energies to the mind of i)umouricr. Me 
was at this moment to attempt tlie impof- 
fible. lie had at firft ventured to dif- 
pute the paffage of the Meufe ; but this he 
found wds impradlicable^ as it was ford* 
able in fifty places. The PruflSiins had 
liovf ihvefted Verdun, and the Auftrians 
liad taken pdffeteoh of SttSay, Genek-al 
trateaud >^asTeot \to VerUun with two - 

v6l. ni. . D battalions; 
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battalions i but it was too late; it had 
Surrendered ; knd as no one doubted but 
that it could hold out for fome weeks, 
the cohfternation excited by its imtne- 
diate furrender was dreadful.. Thofe 

"Who had confidered the operations of 
war, had imagined that this late campaign 
of the Pruflians would have been nearly 
finilhed before they had fcarcely entered 
France; for it was beyond all probability 
that Longwi would have furrendered in 
lefs than three weeks or a month,, when 

. the rainy feafbn, and an unaccuftomed 

. climate^ would liavc prevented their far- 
ther march. 

Under thefc unexpeAed and cruel cir- 
cumftan^cs, Dumourier fell back with 
his little army to the pafs of Grand Pre, 
and its pofition became every day more 
critical. Its whole number was fcarcely 

, coippofed of more than the fingic divi- 
fion commanded by General CUirfait, 
who might have attacked it every inftant, 

and 
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and \vho leaves us yet to wooder iat the 
-French being left in the undifturbcd 
poffeflion of this excellent poft. 

No reinforcements had as yet arrhred* 
On the right lay the whple Pruffian ar-r 
iny, in poffeflion of Varennes and Clcr- 
mant, ready to advance, whilft the Auf- 
jrian general, was on the left. Then it 
\vas i;hat the genius of Dumourier un- 
folded itfelf; he determined at Qpce 
on a plan, romantic at fifft view^ but 
which brought on the Duke of Brunfvvick 
all Jbis misfortunes, and proved the fal^ 
jf^tion of France. Though his army 
was fo inconfiderable, be. dimini(hed it 
flill farther, and fen t Dillon with a de- 
tachment to take pofleffion,of the famous 
^afe in the foreftof Argonne^ whilft he re. 
foly^d to ftand fim, and await the whole 
.force of ihe,eiiemy in.tha.t of Grand Pre. 
.It was inconceivable that ^tfec l?u)ce of 
BmitAvick;^ . m ppff^flion of Cler.mqnt, 
, whifh is bu^jLwo leagues jFr<>axlhis formici- 
D 2 able 
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nblc if ot, fliould have negledcd its feizure 
whilft there w«s no oppofition, or at Icaft 
none but that of two battalions; or that 
t^ (hould have fuiTered Dtllon to pafs 
tiniwotefted, andin flght^bis yklettes, 
through parfs of the foreft that are aloioft 
impemons, and form an eftabliflimerit 
which aifrerwards rcfiftcd for t^vcmy-fivfe 
da^s the attacks of five times his num- 
ber. Wfeen it vJ^s too late, lie found his 
error ; and after having furveyed thefpot 
With the KtngofProfliav from the oppo- 
site heights;' after having attempted it by 
an attack, and, as it is reported, beftovred 
fome heavy denunciations on his own 
iiegleft, he determined to make the tour 
of the forefts by Varennes. 

It was impoffible to withftand this im- 
inicnfe' force with any hopes of fiiccefst 
Ac pafs' of Croilc aux Bois had been 
•forced, and no fuccour bad yet arrived, 
'j^ impofc on the enemy, #Dumourier 
ffiaijlcl)i$ whole army light up their fires, 

fo 
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ft) as to appear tbe fire5 of ao. advanced 

guard onlj^^. whcr)ce k migbc. well fane 

iniagmed ihat hi^ force was more fo^ 

midabie. At ctit uoae the two £<ii^ 

rais> JGkmiotmer and Dtlltin, occtapicd a 

.^Mce of^cbirty mtfe9jt and they bad (be 

;iK}dre(s to maiacain their f(;vera) poil3, fo 

.as^tQgiye tioie for the aniva] ojf.re'm^* 

, fiircenaents^ The pa& of Qrand Cr^ \A(a^, 

however, forced, ai>d Duinourier ,vjr^s 

^obliged tof^U back towa^s^St^ Menf- 

bould. The Pruflian army had a4vancQd 

.towards Chalons,, and was enqu^iped 9n 

d^c heights, of JLa Lune. , Tl?e. French 

. troops had, however, by this time arriv* 

, ed from Poat^furrSambre. . Bowponville 

with i 3 ,000 men, aft?r r^ifing ijie ^ajnip 

at Maulde^ bad joined th^pij ari4 Kcl'er- 

mann^. who had been tqarchii^g from the 

, fouth, where; he I^ad w^itedfpf tbeeneqiy, 

fuppofixig tfea^ the PruflSan?. would ba^ve 

taksCii that ditcaion,. ,on thi& daj;; arrij^ed 

, aUp* -: What feems raoft extraordinary 
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is, that the Duke of Brunfwick (hould 
have delayed his attack till thefe junc- 
tions bad taken place. The 2oth of 
September bught ever to be held by 
Fr^cein grateful remembrance. The 
army of Kellerm^nn was^ attacked by the 
Prui&ans with a cannonade, which laded 
without intermiflion for fourteen hours. 
In vain did they Ihew their addrefs m 
mancBuvring;1n vain wjas difplayed their 
proverbial Pruffian difcipHne. During 
the cannonade, three ieveral times the 
Duke attempted to furround them, but 
Dumouriei: on, the right prefcnted hini- 
felf continually to meet him. The Pruf- 
fian$ hefitated ; for they faw how obfti- 
nat^ly bent the French army was on re- 
fiftance, and heard, as they approached, 
the cries of tBe faldiers— Vive h Nation ! 
This is the flnefl: moment of our lives 1 
Th^a is the hour of vengeance! 

This indeed was the important mo- 
IseQtWiU depended on the firmnefs of 

K^Uermann's 
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iCcllermann's idivifioij, Thisdivifion con- 
fided but of 16, OOP, whilft the Pruffians 
oppofcd to thcoi amounied to three times ^ 
the number, and it had encamped, on the 
ground they now occupied, only the pre-, 
ceding evening, after lorttu marches day 
and night, and in weather and thrpugh 
rpads the moft deteftable. Had they 
(hrunk or been (haken, the bufmefs 
rnight here have ended: the fuperiority of 
t^ruiSan taftics would have carried the 
day J and the armies brought to. oppofe. 
their progrefs would have oppofed i; in 
vain. The event of this day was fuffi* 
cient to convince the Duke pf Brunfwick 
that he was miftaken with rcfpeft.to the 
fize and quality of the refiftance he had- 
to meet with ; for after an attack which, 
for its length and fiercenefs, had fcarcely 
a parallel, he beheld the French generals 
preparing for another, by forming pbfi- 
tions in which he durft not any farther 
attempt them. The fituation of the 
D 4. French 



French army, was, • neverthtlefs, fingwl&r 
andperiloHs. AfCterm6nt,.oa one-fide^ 
the eneftiy had ao,odo men; Vafenfjfes 
was in their poflcfiron j. at Grand Pre 
they had cftablifhcd thcVr hofp itah ; ami 
' on the height,s of La Lune, intcrruf>|t«» 
ing the ro^ from Chalons, thc^y had fonii* 
ed their cainpi wliich was tooftrong;- 
ly fortified to fear any attwk, hpwever 
fortnidabl^.' Thefe immeiife Armies were 
on the Pattern, wcftcrn, and ncnbem. 
fideiof ttie French, which confided btic 
>of half their number j and the fduthernu 
fide Was worth alnjoft another ally to the 
Pruffiaiks, fihfce, from the impradicabi* 
iity of the roads, it was of as little 
fcrvice to the French, as if it had beea 
blocked up h^ aa ^rpiy* Thus fur- 
rounded, without any. ferther refour^. 
ces, or tfee a|^earancc of receiving any, 
.fioce the commtiilication with Chalons 
was cut off by the camp on the road, 
oner*pul4-li*y« tk)ti§ht tbar all again . 



rnQM ra ance^ . 57 

V9a^ loO:^ and cM the Frtoch. army 
wpiddiiave b^n ftatved in^ci fubmiflrion^ 
compelled to fight to s^^rmnoos^fAdv^^n^ 
ti^c, or obliged^ to.rcti^at at the only 
opening left them, with the lofe of all their 
baggageand artHlery, and part, at'Ieaftj^of 
dicir f6rccs» Though^ Da .nourier, vvhbfe 
inindaIwa3rskQpt pace.with circuBaftances, 
bad pfpferv^d^tbei qpnfidenccj, and h|d 
-tfec faa*ky of infpirifiglvs artny.NVJihftiH - 
-gscs^er ; though, Keller maqn,. bad; taken- 
1 pt^fltions'wbich renderc^d iri aJPicfeonvhifn . 
extremely Hazardous*;, though -Diiloa 
might have pix>c«r^d a retreat: for his 
diviiion, and f^od forhisar«iyi though,, 
through indefat igable . labour, a ' ro^d '- 
wa$ at' length ,effe<aed,: by >vbich prp- 
viiions could be fuppJred^ asthofewbo^ 
fiirnifticd them overcame . almdft ^infar— 
nxountabie difficdties ;. thpjugh thefel*- 
diers fufStred without fnurmyrmgi^and^. 
if devoted to deftrufltioii, l*$)uld. have 
nude the;eflc(Sts of tkeir deipair fclevby ' 
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the furroundiag tyrants^j yet, that the 
French were favcd at this eventful mo- 
menr^ thanks to- the genius of Liberty: — 
eternal thanks to that kind Providence 
which never ceafcs to watch oyer the 
beft interefts of mankind^, for its interpo- 
fition in. their fevour; an interpofition 
wbich^ though following in the brder of 
natural eventSi leaves no lefs impre(fioi> 
on the receding mind of gratitude and 
praife. 

The poft now obliges me to finiffi... 
Oh my return from Dumourier's camp^ 
to-morrow y. I ihall continue this little de- 
tail, which I have interrupted whilft E 
have been furveying^ from the heights of 
the town, the anny coming down fron>- 
the adjoining hills. The country around. 
is highly pifturcfque, and the prefcnt 
fcene, wiih the ientimcnt that ac€ompa-» 
nied it^.gave it a much more lively in-* 
tereft* This evening Kellermann's army 
took pofTemon cij. the ground which' the 

others 



Others had juft quitted. There is fome- 
thing pleafant in viewing the good 
order introduced by the prefent ra- 
tional difcipline (the favage Pruffian 
mode of breaking-i'n of foldiers hav- 
ing, ceaied here with the ancient def- 
potifm), and the cheerfulnefs with 
'which, whilft thcFrertch pitched their 
tenls, formed their kitchens, and pre* 
pared their food, the chorus of national 
fongs was heard along the line in every 
direftion.. An.afternoon of fair weather 
had fucceeded torrents of rain,, which, 
have been pouring down for fome days 
paft ; and the fun, To long a ftrangcr,. 
after drying their tents, and enlivening 
their fpirits, feemed to have taken leave 
of the world in thorough good-humour.. 
As the camp v^s arranged on the fided^^ 
of correfponding. hills, the view was fin* 
gularly romantic. The diftant and nu« 
merous fires brought forcibly to my 
mind aXimilar fcene in Homen . My re«* 
D 6^ v^rltL 



vcrie had hearly coft me my liberty ^ fori, 
delighted with aU^rouad^'rae, Fwas wan- 
dering on without noiicihg the retreats 
which had been founded,' when I jwas 
arrefted ; And, ha4 I been any ^ther than 
an Engli(hman» (hould not have been le- 
leafed without undergoing the fbrmaficy 
ef an examtnation at the head^oarten. 
As I Teemed perfedly indifferent about 
^is threatened procefs, and acquainted 
the ofScer with' the icnmcdbte fubjeft of 
•my reverie, he undertookr my rcleafc, on> 
my fofemn aflbnince, that Ihad no dif- 
pofition to give any information to the- 
enemy, nor any views hoftile to the wel- 
fare of the republic - 
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eicnnont, Oilobap 8., 
Brft Year of the RepuUio. 



E bad intended xp viiit Dumouii* 
er's canap this mornmgat Autry, ajictle 
village about a league diftam from St. 
jaiQehould» btit we have changed our 
project to a walk in the ffereft of Ar- 
gonne J andi tempted by the- intercft of • 
the fcene, and thp fincnefs of the mom- 
ijng> we have tannibkd on fonr leagues to 
Glcrncipnt; before our departure, I re-- 
ceived the Engftfh journalr, with the ac- 
count which the ambafladbr at BruITds 
had tranfmittcd to our court, of the 
unconditional furrender of Dumourier's 
army to the Ptuflians, who, it feems, 
had completely furrounded" them^ and 
were arrived within twelve leagues of 
Faris,,wiih the prccif? and determinate 
•' : . ; inientioa- 
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retention of the Duke of Bl'unfwickj tty- 
dine iat the Tuilleries on the firft of 
Odtobcr. . 

I have already obferved, ihat the ig^ 
norance of the Duke of Brunfwick in not' 
•knowings or his more faulty neg^left^jn 
not feizing on^ this pafs, was thecaufe of: 
all his fubfequent misfortunes* Finding, 
when it was too late, that this important: 
poft had been occupied by Dillon, after- 
an radecifion of a day and a half, he re— 
fdlved, in order to regain his road to- 
Paris, to make the circuit of the foreft by 
Varennes and Grand Pre^ a route pf: 

. nearly fifty miles, which he did not acr 

^GompU(h till the 20th of September;, 
when, in taking poffcffion of this poft,. 
which was for fome days in his^ power,. 

^ by a march of only four leagues, on za. 

"excellent road, he rfiight have reached 
St. Menehould and his prefent pofition. 
on the fourth. This delay not only gave 
dme ta Dumourier and the other generals^ 
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teform their jundion, which ihey had 
but a day or two before bis arrival hap* 
pily efie^ed,but was the means alfo of ia** 
volving hicnfclf and his army in incxtri* 
cable difficulties. After he had defcribed 
this femicirclej and during his march had 
been impeded by numerousobftaclcs, he^ 
found himfelf in a barren country,, with-^ 
out wood or water^ and in^ a feafon i/n* 
commonly inclement, both from rain and. 
cold. From the lengrh of his march,, 
the difficulty of procuring provilions and* 
other ftoreswas conliderably increafed;. 
and the rain which had poured down in- 
torrents finoe his departure, had >fo fwoln^ 
the rivers which- he had left behindi. 
and deftroyed the ways, that his army 
was without bread for nearly four days. 
The intemperance of the foldicrs in eat*-- 
ing fruit, to which they had not been 
accuftomed, laid the foundation of a 
fetal difeafe; and in a. country where 
ihaooly relief they could obtain from. 

the; 



64- ' 'rt'T»r-E it*«^ * 

tWe indtrrtcncyof the readier, ^rokitoaa^ 
the fires made with the fcanty trees tiiab 
grew OQ the highmf ftde^ it was not woa* 
derful that their catrip (hould be found one^ 
\aft cemetery. It feemed as tf Providence - 
was difpofed^. by ix^'ovn difpenfattons to « 
leave the Frendvn^ foes to combat. 

In this fituation was the DukcoF^ 
Birunfwkki wbeniie p^pofed a ^c^e^ation < 
of arms, and Mvitcd Dumoprier ^%o mn -• 
amical^ donfevence; H&4)c\^& w^- winh « 
ai) (Iterforce of .conyiAipaj the imprac- 
ticability of proceediog one jl^p. ikv 
ther towards Paris. Infteadi oftdivifions 
^upong thf people, he faw^ except in the^ 
treafpiis pr terrors of* Lpngwi Aod Ycr-- 
dM0j> bi)t pae. fenfiirpent ;. that of' adb^^ 
fiou: 50 the^lfigiihttive aiTerably^ and ab- 
bpairence of his^manifeftoes and hmifelf*. 
IiifteadofimarchiRgtmnK)leftcd to Paris^ , 
be founds little army of a few thoufands^ 
tb<M3gh'dtfbrgsniawd by traitors^ affrighc* 
edntitlicr atibb^umbcr^ nor difcipltae^.. 

no»; 
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BorilHrcats, frtr/haibaritiea of loo^ooo 
li^elIite3ofdd|3Qtifin/buc diTputipgwuh 
himeraiy poft; mdi oxaikidg every where 
aformidsil^&iad.: ilnftcad of feeing the 
rcguUr cix>dps crowdiDg io bis ftandards. 
as he wai ted" to beilevej he fcl; cfae fuU 
force of their cooragem the oppofite tlt^ 
reftkm. Jnftead of being harmed mth 
iiniveil^; keclaim as the (aviodr of 
Ftantc^ As'he was flattefed in the ezpee^ 
rkck)ni he beheld (ft\ every fide cur&a 
and execrations i' and heard,, inftead of 
preparation^ to ^receive hirti at i^aris; 
0nly the folemn and thrice-rwornrefoJves 
cflts'bravfe dcf(*ndeis to bUry hitttartd 
thettifelves ra one vaft and'conimo»ruHii 
Thus circiawBftanced, he endeavoured t6 
j^rocure, by negoci^iion, that whi^k be 
had xrome to enfdjce by armsi AH that 
paiiSd in thefe interviews is nou yet, and 
probably never will be, pnbKcty knoW»« 
This ihterval gave time to theProfflww tb 
Inn? ihsit ifumerou^ dead; &tid to prtpaine * 
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for their meditated retreat; but ir gave 
time alfo to Dumourier to receive frelli 
fupplies ^nd reinforcements, and to 
procure inftruftions from the executive 
council refpedfcing the coodudt be fliould 
purfuc under fuch new and unc3Cpe(fted 
carcumftances. The ufual civilities^ 
which in the(e more civilized times the 
laws of war permit during the fufpenr 
iion of hoftilities, took place here. Du* 
mourier fent, as a prefent (o the king of 
Pruflia^ twelve pounds of fug^r, as much 
of coffee, and, what had more of farcafai 
than benevolence, twelve loaves of 
bread. The laft were returned, with the 
affurance that great plenty reigned 
throughout the camp, and that the kind-^ 
nefe of the intention only could be ac- 
cepted. The Duke of Brunfwick re^ 
turned the civility in two bottles of to- 
kay;.and though it was agreed tiotto>^ 
difcufs political fubjefts, yet, as the com* 
pauy was in£oi:me.d that, u \^'as the king 

^ of 
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of Pruflia's birth-daji DaoKXiricr ob- 

ferved^ that, thoi^h be could Lave 

wiflied to have found the kbg ia bcncr 

circatnftanccs, yet, fuch as they were, he 

would driok his health* This cooi- 

pUifance on the pan of the French go* 

iieral provoked Maofiein, the kbg^f 

confident, u> propofe a toaft in bis ium« 

«^ I give you,'* ^d Manflein, anticipating 

by the plealantneis of his countenance 

the applaufe he (bould acquire by the 

extent rf his liberality, " The People 

of France." ** Hold/' cried Dumourier, 

^' we have now a name for our people ; 

the health, if you will allow the amend* 

ment, of the republic of France." ** You 

jeft, furely," (aid Manftcin. "Here arc 

the difpatches juft this moment arrived ; 

look at the date and title." Mmftein 

changed countenance; he filently put 

down the glafs, and left the room* It 

was hinted in fubfequent conferences, 

that if the general would join in the refti- 

twion 
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tution of the king^, . nay^ if aiiy plaee 
quelconque coold be procured for hitn, 
other maioers IhouW be- accomniodated 
CO his entire fati$fa€lion; biicoit was s^n* 
fwered; that any futufa propofiiiods. of 
that fort would' be reg«rded^ as infblfSi 
and that, finally, no terms could bedif- 
cuflcd; tiir the French territory was freed 
from its invaders; ,■ ' • ^ ' . 

During this parity' the commifia^es 
arrived from The Convention. Tbedioic^ 
of tfiem was judicious. .Garra joins to a^ 
Roman appearance a republican fotih 
Hc^ Has made acquirements in Ikcratiiire 
of various kinds ; but has bent his mind 
cltte!&y towards the acquifition of that 
krtOwledge which he has thought bcft* 
fitted for the promotion of the faappincife 
of mankind; He fpeaks with tolerable 
fluency the Englilh language^ and has 
Audied with great attention out beft 
-writers on the fubjeft of govjcrntneoTi 
^cb; us MHfian^ Sydney^ H^rrbgtfta^ 
, , andi 
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and Locke. The iaftru&ion, or, a^ Mr« 
fiurke wouldxall ir^ the corruption of 
the foidtery) has been his chief aim ; f&r 
men are no longer flaves, but wl^en they 
are ignorant. His letters td .the army 
Imve been reaci with great avidity .; and 
fo far have they been from corrupting 
the foldiery-, .or fpoiling them for their 
trade, that thofe.who havebecn'the bcft 
infof toed, . are Mways remarked as being 
thciim«ft orderly and difciplincit /Our 
common acquaintance, M. de SiHery, I 
iiced not defcribe to you-— To an elegant 
tafi?^ for letters, and an ardour in thie 
taufe of liberty, to which he has made 
many facrifices, he joins all that ispleaf- 
ing in.ariftocratical manners. When 
thcfc commiflaries arrived with the de- 
cree df the Convention^ declaring that 
, «iottarjchy was aholilhed in France, and 
diat tn future the government (hoold be 
i^ublkati^ it was judged right that the 
^ettfee (hould be read v> the whole army, 

who 
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who were to be drawn Out to receive it. 
This was accordingly done; and the 
Pruflians on the oppofite hills were fpec- 
tators of the whole, arrangement. The 
Duke of Brunfwick might have hoped 
that fome compromife at leaft would 
take place; that the National Convention, 
taking into confideration the ftate of the 
country, with fo immenfe an army of 
enemies , in its bofom, would have pro- 
pofed fome terms honourable to them- 
felves, and lefs difgfaceful than uncon- 
ditional retreat to him. He might haVc 
hoped that the name of king, though un- 
popular amongft . the enlightened of the 
people, had yet its hold in the prejudices 
of foldiers, taught at all times to view 
him as the folc objedk of military ado- 
ratioiK 

Judge, then, of his aftonilhmcnt at 

the deadly blow given to all his exptc- 

tatlons, when he faw the whole army, as 

by an elcdrical impulfe, ftretchingoiu 

o their 
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their hands in the accuftomed form of 
taking the oath, and holding up their hats 
on thcfir bayonets, while the hills re- 
founded with (houts and acclamation?, 
which he foon difcovered to be the-crics 
of Vive la loi— Vive la nation— Vive h 
convention nationale — Vive la repu- ^ 
blique ! Whatever hopes he had- before 
entertained, this laft hint efFeftually dif- 
fipatcd. He gave orders for retreat, but 
firft left a manifefto behind him, which, 
from its extreme iillinefs and impotent 
menace, could only be meant to make 
us foi"get the unfkilfulnefs of the general 
in the folly of the negotiator. 

The retreat accordingly began by the 
pdfs of Grand Pre ; but it was condu&ed 
but flowly, fo opprefled were the PrufHans 
with the dyingand the dead. They are on 
their march toVerdim ; on which place 
Kellermann andlXUon's armies conjoint- 
ly are to make an attack. It is V&y pro- 
bable, however, that this event will not 

uke 
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take place^ as i( feam to be the iatemiptt 
of the Duke of Briinrwick coiuften from 
theFiench territory as fpeedUy asjie 
can ; as his retreat is ma^e more imjnter- 
riiptedly (ban policy could warrant, ,un* 
lefs Dumourier^ in p^ng into Flanders 
with his army, has made fome fecrct 
treaty with the King of Pruffia, which is 
not improbable ; for he could not other- 
wife have neglefted this opportunity of 
carrying both him and his general pri- 
foners to Paris, 

Who can look back on the occurrences 
of the laft monihj without confiBering it 
for fome moments as a dream, and ex- 
claiming with the poet, * / 

^ «* Vifiom rf glprfi fparc my adung fight.** 

But a month fince how many faces were 
clothed with terror, and hearts beating 
with apprehenfion ! Thofe noble and 
fubltme faaifices which every day wit- 
Defledy were they not often made to 

deTpair 
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^efpaif as well as to patrioJtifoli ? How 
often did wc bear repeated the dreads 
ful propofition of going before the 
eiiemfy, and laying wafte the country 
throorgh which tbey had to pafs } and if 
ihtk efforts (hould be unavailing to hin» 
der (heir approach, how ftern was the 
refolve, that Paris (hould be furrendered 
only when its ruins (hould become the 
cortimon grave of its enemies and de» 
Fenders! Prefled by fuch a hoft of for- 
midable enemies without, to what hor*- 
rid lengths of defpotifm were they driven 
—to deeds which have no name^ and 
which fnuft no more be remembered 1 

Poft after poft now fell into the hands 
of the cnemy> and the people were accd^ 
tomed to fee nothing but treafonwhere 
truft had been repofed. I?efpair ga^e 
tvings to their apprehenfions j and' theit 
fufpicibns affured them, that, in every ii\« 
ftance of retreat, or fruidefs attack, the 
army was ever on the point of being 

♦oL.iir, E captured. 
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tapturedy bccaufe the mtereft bf/thc- 
* enemy and of their owngenerals was the 
fajiic. 

I need not give any. colouring^tp tlie 
Ivarious fcenes of terror, defpondence, 
ferocity, coyrage, enihufiafnii of all that 
is dreadful and fublime; of all that can 
intereft the feelings, or ftrike the humane 
heart, which we then beheld around us. 
Hope at this moment feemed to have 
fled: liftleffnefs and indifference about 
the. fate of France had baniftied from 
our minds that concern and anxiety 
which had hitherto fo much interefted 
and enlivened ijs. We beheld her fink- 
ing into unfathomable depths, and had 
laid our account for a long train of 
cvils^— not to ourfelves only, bur to 
tyery friend of liberty throiighoiit the 
w^rlda ., But how has a little month re- 
verfe4 this gloomy fccqc ! AH then was 
loft Lp.th^ French, ex^cept the cpnfciouf- 
aefs of Ueierving % better deftiay — all 

kas 
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Itas now been gained, which the moft 
extravagant in withes can defire. Was 
not the fouth, in all our apprehenfions^ 
given up to the King of Sardinia? — Be- 
hold them in pofleflion of all his tcrri-. 
tory on this fide the Alps. Were not. 
the confederate chiefs of the German em- 
pire in the expe(5lation and the a<5t of 
overruaning and difmembering the rich-* 
eft provinces ? — See ftate after ftate, bi- 
fhopricks, eleftorate?, and principali- 
ties — feats of priefts and princes falling . 
into their hands. Was not the impe- 
rious Houfe of' Auftria in more than 
imagination adding to her fertile and 
rich domains, on this fide of the Rhine, 
the long line of coaft on the northern 
part of France ? Behold them chafing 
its hordes from the land/ and about to 
give freedom to thofe dominions "by jbiti- 
ing theni in alliance With, their own. 
Were not xht Prufl(ia.ns to have been at , 
this ihoment m Paris, bringiiig back to , 
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ks former fplcndour the Court, with all 
its ancient pomp and revelry ? See them 
fceking their fafety in difgraceful flight, 
itnd grateful for their efcape from half 
their number of foes; whilfl: the unhappy 
itionarch, whofe tyranny they were to 
reftore, is transferred from his court to 
a prifon. What ranges of gibbets were 
** to have blackened all the way" with 
Jacobins, and patriots of every defcrip- 
tion — the juft objeds of royal vengeance* 
for crimes which it never c6uld have par- 
doned 1 See affembled thofe patriots, 
re-clothed with power by the people, 
declaring the kingdom a republic, about 
to eftablifh a ftill more popular confti- 
tution,. and ordering the immediat^e trial 
of him whom ihey were to have felt 
as a tyrant, but who is now funk into 
contempt with them as a traitor. 
, Though the interefting fccnes that 
vrere paffing before pur eyes at Paris had 
occafionally Icflencd our apprebenfions ; 

though 
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thougl^ the rcfpurces that were conti- 
nually prefenting themfelves had at feme 
moments abated our fears ; though we 
beheld .multitudes pouring up from the 
provinces, and the roads on e»ch fidQ 
the capital covci:ed with artillery and 
foldiers of various defcriptioas j tliough 
in every quarter of the city we behel4 
all the ties of focial and domeflic life 
broken \ wives parting with their huf- 
bandiy young women exhorting their lov- 
crit and mothers partaking of the ardour 
of their fons; though Tuch an enthuiiafn^ 
was excited as had never Ipefore been felt,, 
and Prance, as the events haveproved, waa 
never fo formidable; yet the occurrence 
of fuch events had never entered our 
imaginations. Here, then, in its full 
energy, was difplayed that moral force 
which fuperfedes phyfical cburage, and 
diffipates all calculation. Si^ch was the 
force which led the handful of Atheni- 
E 3 ansj, 
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ws, biu half known to liberty, to drive 
back the ^.rmies and fleets of invadipg 
tynon^aj fochthat caufed the moumaiu* 
cersbf Swft^serland) and the traffickers^ of 
ibe Low Countries, aft^r ages of bloody, 
perfi^cucioa and intolerable cfaainSy to 
triumph over their rcfpeflive opprcffors ; 
and fuch as gave ns a leflbn m Atnerica, 
which we oi,ight long to remember^ if it 
be ppiBble for nations to profit by any 
example* . 

. U is noi generally known the extent of 
llie obligation which France owes to her 
generals, or the important fervice v4^ich 
ihc poireffi0n.Qf this fortunate Tter- 
Biopylas has rendered to the republic^ 
TiftSed on almoft every fide, an ordinary^ 
commander would have buried biwfelf 
for* fecurity in the depths of thofe forefts ^ 
bat the ardent mind of Dumourier cpf^- 
ccived. at, OIK:«^ the projed, which the 
dangqrijqf the ^attempt; did^ not hinder 
,^^ :.? . hioDfc 
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him from executing. I have called it, 
romantic: it cehainly was daring; for- 
it Was beydnd all expeftation that the 
Prttfflans Ihonld hot have feized on this 
paflfligej and the march thither was at- 
tended with difficulties and dangers, iA\t. 
hazard of wJiich, on any other occafion^ 
with even a much greater probability of 
fucccfs, woold fcarcdy have been jufti-^ 
liable. This pafs, fo memorable in fu- 
ture fciftdfy, is in the midft of theforefty 
which ranges pver a fpace of almoft.^^ ♦ 
or 50 miles. ' After piafliqg ibroiigh 
die orchards, gardens^ and vineyards,;? 
wBich' ft^rbund St. Menchould, w«-c«5i 
te?cd the woods, and cattie to thifii fbrnM^j 
dabfb fpot. A deep valley^ wicb t^iUarr 
rifing rabidly on each iide» rans through; 
the whole length, with defiles at inter* 
irab, capable of being eafily guaidcd^ 
Iri order to crofs this valley, asi eliemyi, 
itiufl force thofe paiFes^ penetrate, wxiodsi 
^d climb' mountnins neatly |)erpendJK 
E4 cular. 
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cular, covered alternately with rocks and 
brufliwobdj or, as the Pfuflian army did> 
riiakVthe tolir of the forefts, teiVgthenihg; 
the march'of its'{>rovifions and ftdres> 
and rendering 'itfelf liable, in fucb an 
linknown and unexplored country, to be 
cut 6fF by fcodts and detachments Tally- 
ing from the woods, againft which it 
i^^ould be impoffible to^'make aay de-' 
fence. On the moft important part of 
tbefe defiles^ which is the great road' 
leading from Clermont to Paris, Dillon 
Vad formed his camp ; dnd on the moun*' 
tains near and around « had conftrtiAed' 
Mi wofks. Thefc precipices o^eriook' 
the ^Uftfry ftretthing away' ro Cter-* 
inOAt, whb'fe mountain, called the Vafchd^^ 
terminates the view in fronts whilft on' 
cath fide, fave where a few cottages/ 
and meadow gi^ounds cleared from the 
wood, di'rtffifj? the fc€ne, nothing pre-* 
fcftts itfdf but forefts rifing over each 
oilier 10 iingular and pitSurerque direct 
-* tious^ 



FROM TX A BTCE. 6X 

tipns. After repofing ourfeives^ and 
feeling fomcthing more in the profpeft 
than Gilpin would defcribe, we came 
dbvvn the moiintain to a river which runs 
along the valley, and which alfo had 
been made to contribute its part to the 
general defence, in being dammed up ac 
the bridge, and overflowing the adjacent 
pkin. The little village of lilcttes, jiift 
beyond ir, was defended by a regular 
line of fortifications} of which oiir coun<- 
try man, General Money, had the com- 
inand. Here it was tliat the Duke of 
Brunfwick met with his firift refiftance; 
:md here, it is faid, unavailingly la* 
ihehted hk want of precaution or know- 
ledge. Several atts^cks were tried, but. 
Ae enemy could make no impreflion; 
and here it v^zs. as I have before ilat« 
ed, that he, on his inarch to Grand 
Pre, laid the foundation of all his for^^. 
rows* • 

E 5 The 
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^TtieVemalii^er pf Vhe roy 'tb^tl^R. 
mont wks pot lefs wtei^eftihgr tHfe'lame: 
ubdulajion q£ forpft tontiiiued, thiroj^ 
mQtc diverfified; and the rich liiVts' 'd£ 
aiKumii addM to |be t)eau^ of tlie (ciM.. 
TKe towo itfelf confifts but of one ftreet,, 
wretchedly built;, but iht mountain. 
iT^bicb bangs over it afibifxls a mofl mig* 
x^ificent prpipeft— not only of the irn- 
menfe fprefts that range on each JGde^. 
but of the country around Verdun^ and' 
along die Meufe to Stenay. On the: 
top of this hiU^ which, when fortified^ 
held a long fiege againft Conde^ as the 
liiflorkns of the place informed us^ and» 
was reduced by hunger only, is built a. 
?hapel, qonfecrated to St. Denisj a pic- 
ture of whom is drawn at a formidable. 
lenstb, notwithftanding the lofs of his. 
j^ead,', which the faint is carrying with, 
great gray ijty oh a bible, or. book of hd^ 
fiailies, under his arm. The journey 
::r . which 
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-wI^.t^if^hQlyraan took, with h^^ 
%^\\^, bcDWtii h»s ,,fBouldcrs, m 
|5^Up's»|ttWt»aerii, isarnongift the. ipoft 
i^pl^id of tbe. jiyfaclcs of the Romilh 
bifk* , J forget hpw , many, leagues t'cj 
t^i«^ilc4 H» this fin^u^r ftylc*. t>ut it ,» 
ii^difiercnt as, to the realty of the ml-, 
rack} it havii^g been alrt^ady obferved^ 
'fque.c'eft le premier pas. qui coute." 
A^piaure of the Virgin hung % h{s 
fide, iiurrounded by faints, as" I cbtijec- 
ture from their coftume^ otherwire their 
looks would have left us at fortie lofs' to 
havedevifcd the nature of their devo- 
tion. On the fide of this mountai^ rs 
b^ilt the parilh-churchi >nto which w^ 
entered whilft mafs was performing, A«i 
which fix priefts' affifted; "ths whole" bu- 
finefs of which could pertainlybe^ datii 
MweU,byonei an4 Jeave a^ much k\h 
^H^as is neceffary tof he,ftate, at a fixi^ 
aajt Ofljyipf.tte expencc.. ; , -j 



htt of haiidfotne feujalcs-whom ve fawf 
h?:rt; djat they had aflembkd ftbm yjw> 
6ds parts of the province to 6ve themv 
feJves ffotn the ordinari qirtrage$of Gpr- 
ftiaft foldiety. We comniunicatcd ft>. 
ihem our conjeaui^s, and congrattifateci 
therfl,' from the pleJsifantBeft of thctf 
ioidkii , an" tpt good fortune of their 
ifcape^ .They accotopanied their atifytt 
with an ackfw>wlcdgetpenf for the civility 
rf the enquiry, and dTured us that th«y 
■Were all. natives of the Clermontoisj but 
Ivith refpeft to the Heffians, who had. 
bken makers of it for forae \«reeks, they 
had liiuch ihote to apprehend from an 
itfafchrnent to theit property than their 
perfohs. Kotiung that could 'be taken 
«way mik any convenience, wa« left by 
dieife pillagerj. the drcfs of the ladies 
had made pan of their prey; and no 
linen would havetecniband iftthe tlifi 



tfidt, had not tfie vicinity of theforcft 
niade ks concealment eafy. 

We are juft- resumed fitonB a ramble 

with a party of officers, who were our 

meffmates at St. Menchould, and who 

are going acrofi the country to join their 

re{pe9:ive cbrps at Diimourier*9 camp be- 

jrond Grand Pti. We have agreed to take 

o^ farewell <}inner together^ and then iq 

recura to Qur former ilation on the other 

fidleof iheforeft. What route vrc Ibal^ 

ntftt take is not yet determined, as we 

have juft learnt that Dumourier is mak*.' 

bg hafty fteps towards Flanders $ and if 

we are to vifit his camp, we muA be rcry 

aldrt and ezpedkious. The main arm j 

of Uie Prut&ans is within a leagqe or two. 

AdieUr 
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AVING garned farther intcHi^ 
gence that the ftrmy would be eacam|>ed 
bn the morrow evening near Gnand lPt6g 
we accepted the ofKbr made u» bj' oar 
companions, and agreed to aecompaoy 
diem thither. As under the denomma- 
lion of fp€Mls came every thing that could 
readify be remoi^d, horfes and carriages 
jn the accuftoflied way were luxuries to 
be had at no price ; and as thofe of Sr» 
Menehoold had beeH) previouily engaged 
CO remove the perfons and efie&s of the 
iUff-officers and their attendants, we bad 
been compelled to leave our voiture 
iiiefe» and to convey ourfelves to Cler"- 
ffi0nft in the hidependcnt manner I have 

^* .: Afie/ 
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After condderable exertion, and n 
lixtle of the uQ: of that influence which 
the wearers- of red coats and iwords are 
too much in the habit of exercifingy we 
procured a waggon and two horfes ta 
c;arry .us and our baggage to VarenneK 
As we were ignorant of the country, wc 
bad to traverfe^ not kooyving whether 
the enemy bad altogether abandoned 
ir^ and had fome preientiment that t^e 
acconaoiodations. we (hould meet with 
coold not at any rate be of the beft fort^. 
one of our ofEcers, to whoni the flighieft. 
vact:iity of ilomacb was infinitely noose 
dreadful than aU the ariiUesy of. the. 
Pruffians^. and whole firft, zfid kft, aqd* 
moft earneft thou^ts and apprehenfiom* 
were placed on the meat tha( peri(bctb». 
^; had taken care tbati in the ltd of our 
^^ effedS) this fort of fupply flioiild not be 
^C wanting. He was renur^bly wtU qua* 
J,; hfied for the pod; he had undertiAcQ ; 
and without his attentioa we (bould,. ia 
fe the 
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Ac ttgions of fcarcJty wc have hitherto 
paflcd, have fared not very fumptaoufly. 
At our former quarters he was command- 
ant of the kitchen after the firft day ; and 
never -was any thing better regulated* 
,A qtrarrci now and then arofc between 
him and the ftated profcflbrs, but be 
bad always the addrefs to carry bis 
poiiit ; for, as his opponents were com- 
monly femalesj be had the art oJF terrify- 
ingi when he had not the means to per*, 
foade* We had committed to him the 
care of our repaft at Clermont s the pr^ 
paratiod t)f which, for want of his imme- 
diate JfupQrintendence, we found, on our 
itpirn from a rambk, not only negleded, 
but in no probable condition of at all 
tsdcing place* It was neceflary to feek 
oi(r proveditor ; and knowing that the 
ftelHsg next bis appetite was bis love of 
reft,' wo Were' certaiii he could not have 
wan4ertd far from the kitchen. * After 
fem^^Mwch^ we fouAd ^bim mongft Ass 
" :! crowd 
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erowJ in the churlh ; and whifpcring 
to him our apprehenfions, he ftartcd 
from his knees, mingling i number of 
fmall oaths \^^ith his prayers,' to the albo-i 
nithtnent of the religious around him ; 
and having hurried from the church 
with more than ufual velocity, he re- 
turned to his devotions, after whifpcring 
to us acrofs the church, what, from its 
loudncfs, could be ilo fecret to the refk 
of the congregation^ that we (hould be 
iierved in half an hour at kr^dk. 
. Our road to Yarennes lay' along the 
flcirts of cbe foreft^ in the direft route o( 
the P ruffian army. We reached it aftee 
the evening had clofed ; ai tiie neir 
mode of travelling wc had adopted didr 
not favour much of expeditbni ' Wet 
found here frequent marks -of niiiitaryt 
violence, in the demolition of tJie doora 
aod windows of ariftocratical and dema-< 
cratkal houfrs; which had fared accord«>i 
ing tq the principle? of the occupiers of 
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the place, who had. been alternatefy pa- 
triots and emigres. Thefc laft, witli- 
their allies, had, to the great joy of the 
mhabitants, taken their final leave; and 
the town Was about to r^fume its accuf- 
tomed tranquillity. The poflefSoh of 
this place was anticipated . by the emi- 
gres with great fatisfaftion ; for, as it was 
here that the ci-devant king was ar- 
refted in his flight, nothing' lefs thari -aS 
genieral mafTacre of the inhabitants anci 
the rafure of the houfes was intehdtrd# 
Thofc of the inhabitants who were <:an** 
cerned in this erent had taken iB^iir 
flight, and earned with them ill Itfiat 
was valtiablfc, 6r even moveabie^'^'THe 
policy' of the Pruflian cotttb^'dtsr 
ehi^cked* thefc atrocious iiwemion^j' and 
finding iione; teft whofe puniftitntot 
would bkTc anfwcred any good porpofe, 
they (atisfied their vengeance i» the 
inanher I havbrekted;. -taking care; 
tcct>tding to tht: ufage of prredatory-H^'ari 
'i. '^ to 
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to plunder whenever they found the ,op*. 

porcunityi or wy thing worth taking,. 

whether it belonged to thofe who were 

friendly or.hoftiie.to. their caufe. The 

pcrfon 9X whofe houfe we have taken up 

our abcxle, was the firft who contrived 

and executed the means of this celebrated 

detention. To him the poft matter of 

St. Menehould, who had preceded the 

^ti& by a nxuch nearer road acrofs the 

lojreft, communicated his fufpicions ; 

ai\d before any alarm .was giyen^^ the. 

lAiK^ thrppgh th« town, t)y tjie over^. 

tiMToing of a waj^Qfi,^ thq Ixi^ge, wa*. 

coipj^pletely Xecpried. .When; the kioft 

aj:rijired,,aft^rchaixgiug borfcs^w Clec-. 

au)r^4i .bp was (lopped iDy eight of the 

nwipnal gwd, lipiwithftanding the, 

threat!, of BouiUe's military, who Were 

thj^r^B \Q receive biin ; and the cpnjimander , 

havii^ pointed two pieces pf.cannoni^ 

without either po;virder >or b^rUs^ ; the, kiqg^ 

>W6..i^ad?,pi;ii9il6r witbo«tt. fw;tber^i;?fi% 

ancc 
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aoce* He wore, they told us, bis i>fual 
appearance of tranquillity and.indifier- 
cnce. The queen was at firft extremely 
agitated ; and findingevcry offer to pro- 
cure, their deliverance rejeded, her mc^ 
naces and flatteries being equally difre-* 
g^4ed, fhe burft into a paffion of tears; 
but foon recovered her ufual ^ dignity^ 
The tocHn brought into Varennesiocb 
an immenle crowd of armed n|e&> tbae 
all hope) of eicape were vain; and Bw^ 
ille took flight. Tb6 national guard 
who arreftedy conduded ibeir ^riCoMtf 
to FarU; and if ^xperitnce -could baM^ 
mad« Che fligbteft impreffion» the ^ing^ . 
would have then leamt how little bis« 
prefcnt influence and coniideraiion 
weighed againfl: the law^ and the will of 
the people. When th» royal family ar« 
rived at Paris^ tnftead of hoaring, ai they 
eatpeAed^ on all fides ciir(es and^ impra* 
cations^ the mod: pnofouod and dignified 
fiki)ce» infinitely more reproa^bfuli waa 

prcfervcd* 
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preferved. The fears of the captivw 
were neverthelefs estteme; for having 
twice before dtcafioned a fimilar caval- 
cade, * sUid knowing how ferocious the 
people are fon^etimes in their judgments. 
It was not impoffible, coniidering the 
horrors to which the kingdom would 
have been delivered had the plan fuc- 
ccedcd, and the numerous hypocrifies 
^nd perjuries »of which the court had al- 
ready been guilty, that fummary juftice 
would have bften executed, without wait** 
iag' the final procefs of the law. Oa 
th<»r arrival at the gate of the palace^ 
this terror was at its height : ih€ im» 
menfe multitude that furrounded it, and 
filled the gardens, wore a menacing and ' 
formidable afpc6t* A reitiforceaient of 
dcputielB was ordered by the affembly t& 
cotfidu(£t them through this throng. The 
kiftg, preceded by one of theft pi^o* 
teiftors^ walked fifft, with his accuftbmdd 
nonchalance. Thepreft ^of^die^ tvowi 
K on 
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otv the q«i<ert' terrififcd bet muqh; her 
fears patnced tb bcr a difoufand: bayonets; 
(he mteKed two or riira limesrcries^ rand 
made geftures expreiEve of bct^ terror, 
and rcqucft^d'Mr. DcS— *, who !was 
her immedtateattendiant, and fixmiivhQin 
i had the relacion, to addrefs the people 
to lave her. The reft followed in order, 
and were treated with the faaie refpcift. 
As foon as the king eniercd the falooh 
of the Tuillerics, after ordering bis ufual 
f cfrcfhments, he obferved, th'ai he h&d 
had a very warm journey, which he un- 
dertook merely to fee how the peopte 
liked the revolution ;• of whofe attach- 
ment he was now convinced, as w^R'as 
bF'their goodness. The queen, with the 
dauphin in her arms, walked about, 
ahernately calm and agitated. The reft 
of ihe family were in tcari; and of tbiDfe 
wjio attended them, one ate, one talked, 
ttud the other wept. AH that folioft^ 
Makes a part of hiftory. The ^li^ ^ 

the 



th£ (Ifip&takcftby tbe Conftitiient Aflem^ 
blf ^aisthen doubcodf che prefent cir- 
ciKnAoncesof the tsoumry, ami tbe ficu* 
atfonof thi& unhappy mani leave k no 
longer unc6rca;iflu ^ Ha(3 bebeon fuf&red 
to 'efcflf)e> or bad the Afleoihly fmmedU 
ately fent kbnftom the iungdom, France 
vfwid bave had no more enenues tliaa it 
has now to comBat^ and tbe opinion of 
the world wcmld have been on their fide ; 
whereas his baniftinient now, if fuch be 
his fef^tence, >vill be regarded only as aa 
z& of farihcr rebellion, and the powers 
^ £MrQpe, which are hoftile to^ liberty, 
will find fome apology in forming aili^ 
ances againd. it. 

. The retreat of the Pruffians has brought 
back frooi the woods, the fugitive, inhar 
jIHtant^, but the plate and. Linen. ajre,i(im 
emigrated; for even the Jhadow^of a I^f* 
%D \s djreac^j betwe^ whom md pJaa« 
4«r >t:htre Jee^i. a iiatuiral^ affinifiy. ,^ 
kn^i^xt^ the fikepi;ft fer«^jIwve]bM^ 

the 



the daly 4w<Uieg of chei^ Varennab, 
where they coadru&ed hiits with the 
branches of trees, aod what other matcw 
mis they c(Hik} find to (heiter themfelves 
from the iaciet»eQcy of the' weather. The 
wife cf our hoft, a delicate yovmg wooaaoy 
aad handibme as a Ciermoncoire, with 
her liule Infant, has had no other dwielU 
iDg for a month paft. The fear of greater 
misfortunes, (he tells me, has made her 
bear thefe inconveniences with firm re^ 
icdution; but the freiquent removal of 
their litcle habitation, and beds of damp 
ftraw, have occafioned her, and many of 
the feoule fugitives, indifpofitions which 
will not be readily removed. The inha- 
bitants have made a little lete this after- 
noon> to teftify their joy at this deliver- 
ance, and plant again the Tree of Libefty i 
but we arrived too late to (hare in the 
ceremony. What we could we did : mil 
ptoveditor made bis beft arrangements^ 
sod furprifed us with the plenicy aqd e]»« 

gance 
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^g^ce of his etit^taiomcnt. Wc forgot 
for a moment oiir ufual fobriet]^ in pa- 
triotic toads and fentinieMSi and retired 
"wkboiit a fingle fear, either of emigres 
or Prui&ins. The linen, I obfenred, 
Qiad not yet returned, and of courfe this 
part of ottf accomnsiodation was in the 
ftyleof the country; Fatigue is not de- 
licate ; and vre ibould have flept pro» 
foundly, 1>eyond even the interruption 
-of dr^msi, had not fomc mifchicvous 
d^mon, three hours before day<-break, 
alarmed us with the cry, that the* enemy 
were at the gates. As I had mot un- 
dr^ffed myfelf, I was prepared fcJr com- 
bat or flight in an inftam: my fellow* 
traveller, v^hofe toilette occupied two 
hours each day, though be is very re- 
•motefrom a beau, ^as arranged in two 
minutes. *He was decidedly ^or flight, 
urged by two motives; one, the having 
an opportunity of affi(Hng ^beauty in 
diftrefs j for our hoftefs, but*lialf dreflcd, 
VOL. iw. '^ and 



the only dw<Uiiig of clte& Varennots, 
wberc tbcy conftrudked huts with the 
branches of trees, aad what other macc^ 
mis they copid find to Iheiter themfelvcs 
fronatheiacieteieQcyofthewmhttr. The 
wife cf our hoft, a delicate young wooMny 
aad handibme as a Clermofttoire, with 
her little infant, has bad no other dwielU 
log for a month paft. The fear of greater 
misfortunes, (he tells me, has made her 
bear tbefe inconveniences with firm re* 
icdution; but the frequent removal of 
their litcle habitation, and beds of damp 
Uraw, have occaiioned her, and many of 
the feoule fugitives, indifpofitions which 
will not be readily removed. The inha- 
bitants have made a little- fete this after* 
iioon> to teftify their joy at this deliv«-- 
ance, and plant again the Tree of Liberty i 
but we arrived too late to (hare in the 
ceremony. What we could we did : 04if 
ptoveditor made bis beft arrangements^ 
sod furprifed ua wkh.the plency aqd el^ 

gance 
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^^mc^ of his entertainment. We forgot 
for a tfi«ment oiir ufual iohxietj^ in pa- 
triotic toads aiui feminientSi and retired 
"witbeitt a fingle fear, either of emigres 
or Pruifians. The linen, I obfenred, 
'liad not yet returned, and of courfc this 
part of our accomnaodation was in the 
ftyJe of the country; Fatigue is not de- 
licate ; and vre ihould have flept pro» 
foundly, i>eyond even the interruption 
-of dr^m$., iiad not Tome mifchicvous 
demon, three hours before day*break, 
alarmed us with tlie cry, that the enemy 
were a.t the gates. As I had «iot un- 
dreffed myfelf, I was prepared fcJr com- 
bat or flight in an inftaflt: itty fellow* 
travelfer, vJhofe toilette occupied two 
hours es^rh day, thoqgh he is very re- 
motefrom a beau, ^as arranged in two 
minutes. *Hewas deddedly^or flight, 
urged by two motives; one, the having 
an opponunify of affifling 'beauty in 
diftrcfs J for ow hoftefs, but*alf dreflcd, 
vol.. iH. '4? and 
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the oaly dw<Iliiig of ch^fe Varenn^s, 
wberc tbcy cdofttu&ed huts with the 
faraficfaes of trees, aod what other taatc^ 
mis they couid find to (heiter fhemfelvcs 
front the iacienaieQcy of the weather. The 
wife cf our hoft, a delicate yovmg wooaaoy 
aad handibme as a ClermoftCoife, wtdi 
her little Infant, has bad no other dw«lU 
iDg for a month paft. The fear of greatier 
misfortunes, (he tells me, has made her 
bear tbefe inconveniences with firm ie« 
icdution; but the frequent removal of 
their little habitation, and beds of damp 
Ilraw, have occafioned her, and many of 
the feoule fugitives, indifpofittons which 
will not be readily removed. The inha* 
|»tants have made a little* fete this afier- 
iioon> to teftify their joy at this deliver- 
ance, and plant again the Tree of Liberty i 
but we arrived too lace to (hare in the 
ceremony. What we could we did: 04» 
ptoveditor made bis beft arrangements^ 
sod furprifed ui^ wJxh.the plenicy aqd el^ 

gance 
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^gotice of his ent^taioment. We forgot 
for a mcmciK oiir ufual fobriet]i^ in pa- 
triotic toads «od femimCMSy and retired 
"witboiTt a fmgle fear, either of emigres 
or Prui&ans. The linen, I obfenred, 
had not yet returned, and of courfc this 
part of ottr accomnaodation was in the 
ftyte of the country; Fatigue is not de- 
licate ; and vre ihould have flept pro» 
foundly, 1>eyond even the interruption 
of dreamsLy had not fomc mifchicvous 
demon, three hours before day*break, 
alarmed us with the cry, that the^ enemy 
ware at the gates. As I bad mot un- 
driffed myfelf, I was prepared fdr com- 
bat or flight in an inftaor : wy fellow- 
traveller, v^hofe toilette ocoipied two 
hours each day, though be is very re- 
motefrom a beau, -was arranged in two 
minutes. *Hewas deddedly^or flight, 
urged by two motives; one, the havtag 
an opportunity of aflifling ^beauty in 
diftrcfs i for our hoftefs, but4ialf dreflcd, 
VOL. iH. 5P and 
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the only dw^Uiog of ch^fe V^renn^s, 
where tbcy cdaftrudked hut5 wtch the 
branches of trees, and wfa^it other taatcw 
mis they could find to Iheiter diem&ives 
froiatheiacieteieQcyofthewmtber. The 
wife cf our hoft, a delicate young wooaan, 
aad handibme as a Oermoiicoire, wtdi 
her little Infant, has bad no other dwelU 
iDg for a month paft. The fear of greater 
misfortunes, (he tells me, has made her 
bear tbefe inconveniences with, firm re« 
iblution; but the frequent removal of 
their little habitation, and beds of damp 
Ilraw, have occafioned her, and many of 
the fenule fugitives, indifpofittons which 
will not be readily removed. The inha* 
bitants have made a little fete this after- 
BOon> to teftify their joy at this delivw"- 
ance, and plant again the Tree of Libefty i 
but we arrived too late to (hare in the 
ceremony. What we could we did : mir 
ptoveditor made bis beft arrangements^ 
sod furprifed uib withjhe plency aqd el^ 

gance 



TROM ir RAN C£. ff 

-^mce of his enteitainmcnt. Wc forgot 
iox a moment oiir ufual fobriet]^ in pa- 
triotic toads and femimeMs, and retired 
"witboin: a fmgle fear, either of emigres 
or Pruifians. The linen, I obfenred, 
3iad not yet returned, and of courfe this 
part of our accomnaodation was in the 
ftyle of the country; Fatigue is not de- 
licate ; and vre ihould have flept pro» 
foundry, 1>eyond even the interruption 
of dreamy had not Tome mifchievous 
demon, three hours before day«.break, 
alarmed us with tlie cry, that the^ enemy 
ware at the gates. As I had mot un- 
dreffed myfelf, 1 was prepared fcJr com- 
bat or flight in an inftant •. wy fellow* 
travelfcr, vJhofe toilette occupied two 
hours each day, though be is very re- 
•mote-from a beau, -was arranged ih two 
tninutcs* *He was decidedly-for flight, 
urged by two motives; one, the having 
an opportunity of afli(Hng ^beauty in 
diftrefs j for our hoftcfs, but*half drcflcd, 
VOL. IH. '^ and 



.ihdin a par<:)xyfi'ft c^f terroff iJraspccffing 
•clbfe td^ Rer btyfom hef-thtJei'chilci^.bcea- 
!ds 6f tfic mcaHs ioF-milrfng^hist'ieftaff^^ 
iKe.dth'ef wlsi ^e-fdar ctf being -hanged 
tiy Bis" touhtrj^m^n, as. be wasaPifuf- 
-ftan ind a patriot. L^avitig him t© 
dr^fs'the child, and comfort thcmotlicn, 
Svhilft the hufband wa§ pr^paFing the 
*it'chiclb for ihert- cbriveyancev and oitr 
'^uarter-matler-buficd in ;blo\<^ing up ehc 
embeb, probably to providcffor his brcak- 
fafl, we rep^rcd to the town-hall, after 
fending round two of our companions to 
alarm the guard and fummon tliemunici- 
-. palitjr.'Thi^ tali had not yet entered on its 
funiliins; With the affiftancc therefore of 
fhefecretary, whb was too 6ld to efcape, 
and the beadle, wlio added a lamencfs of 
fifty years 10 the infirmiry of the laft, softer 
feridfng bffrhetreafure of the town, which 
Had jtift t)een "bVoiTght back , we began to 
ittake^'a |ifoces--Verbat of ouf 'terror. 
'leaving iuijufted this'^ciivil-concern, - we 
" * begaa 



•sbtipasito rjsyitw tine ft^epf our miliury 
foode^; >wbiUl :We dKp^Uic^ed i;owlcf | to 
inform :^*' of rti? ftatc pf i^cpf the wc- 
)TOy. Our Hule ar4ny w^s (bpn afieii^bledj 
'whucb, for its. fize and appearance, woukl 
Scarcely feavcbecn look^ at by a Pr:uf- 
fian batiaUon, had ic not lately beea in 
the babic of flying before fuch light foU 
•diery% The only officer of the national 
guard that could be found, and who had 
been chofon ferjcaqt for his nuincrous 
military q^^ialifications, but who, by his 
ordinary profeflion, was more accudomed 
to mow the chins of the Varennois than 
fcalp tlie Pruffians, had ceded the com^ 
mand of the garrifon to tlic fupedor 
fkilt and rank of our chief. The collec- 
tion was fo truly fingwlar and comic, 
tliat, though out new commandant jjyould 
•have feared to rifk a -combat with heroes 
of ihis aflbrtment, my reverence for the 
q^^, and aJfo fqft the courage of thefc 
*:iwn€ft people, hinders meironj indul^ii^ 
..w- Fa " ^ " ' -ift 



dn the defcription. \Vhilft/iiaw,'cvcr, 

the preparations for flight were going 

^forward, and the jnoft terrified of the 

female ciuzxns had begun the retreat.; 

^hHfi: we were : deliberating .whether tlie 

bridge ftiould be barricaded, or whether 

'»we Jhould admit the Pruffians lAtO' die 

^jtown, and then furround them, and take 

them all pri(pners^ meflcQgers arrived in 

.fucccffion> informingius, that the enemj^'s 

troops had altered their diredion, and 

weregoingafftdVeidun by another road. 

»We difccjcned them by our glafles on tlie 

-hills atvday*break> and we were very 

.xh^fiul that diey had taken leave of us 

.without calling* 

It proved to be the rear of the Pruf- 
iiansi who werefoUowed by thead vanccd 
igqard of Kellermann's army, -which w.e 
met at Grand Pre a few hours after. 
Thither we went, havingadjufted all our 
s^ffairs at Vareanes, 'jvith the hope of 
finding Dumourier's camp in the neigh- 
baurhQod« But his rQ;ai:ches were more 

rapid 



TSipid than ours; far he Iiad gene for- 
ward the preceding day to Vouziers, a 
village in the route of the^Auftrian co*^ 
]^mn, about three or four leagues diftanr. 
This was the fpot where Dumouri^r^with 
his little army,daredto*oppofethe mighty 
torrent ; and had he been at all affift-. 
ed, he might have oppofed it with more 
cfiedl. The pafs at La Croix, in which the ^ 
Prince dc Ligne was killed> though ic 
was bravely contended by the French, 
who twice repulfed the Auftrians^ was at 
length yielded to the fuperior force of, 
the enemy. There has^ been circuhted 
through the army a letter^ found in the 
pocket of this prince, defcribing in very 
ftrang (erms^ the diftrefs to which they 
were driven, and thedefpair of either ac- 
coniplifhing their objoft, or eveii return* 
ing. ^^ Inftead of welcome and grcj^tings, 
as we were led to expeft,** fays he, " wc 
find in every face a foe, troops of the 
line who beat us, national guards that 
F 3 ftand 
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ftand o^r briftcft firei drtd'J^eaftRfs wri'o> 
affaffinate us/*^ This Ictttf «iay b^orlc ^ 
the ftratagems of war, ma'fe ^Oft' ^^ vet-o> '' 
e bl?n.Ti^6vai!Oyand hai hadnrbtifiderabte 
cffedl on the foWiery.- Thd abandon- 
ment of the poft ac Grand Pr6 followed 
the Oliver/ This' vrllage has ndthihg 
that diftmgiiiflies it from other villager, 
except a magnificctit caftle belonging. 
10 M. de Scmonvaie,'vvbich the PruffiifM* 
bad converted 'btb aii hofpkah : ' ^ ' -" 
iDCimouriet (fates the mortality here 
much too 'high: it was, neverthtldst 
dr^adfirl, according to the report of the 
ih'hsbitants, whofe fofc occupation^ dur- 
ing the tinie rhc army remained, wtrs 
tf.ar of digging graves, and Inn-ying the 
drrdd,' ' T^'d tliis 'bfficfe tlicy were con**' 
pdlcd by tfceir conquerors, the: eftefts. 
of i;(rb6ft difcfplihe were vifible here iir a: 
vlVidy fef irtftariccs. The caUWe, iude*; 
I«iiidehtly of theirijury it had feceiviA 
ifoiii Im^g ufe^ as ^n ho^itial, bad beea^ 
^''"^''* > mod 



mad \sff^nco^ljr difipAntlcd. Not onjy. 
Raid its rklvl^irniture been torq ia piecp,. 
t?liefoagOTiem5^^of wliifh reijnaiaed ftrewcd 

anMiod, bui the J)iftupevpr!^«>cqdi'oofv. 
flatu&Sy jLnd.oman^^oted wiad^jws, had 
e^islly been' the fpoil-jof d^e- licemioiis, 
foldiery* Nothing could be mare mag-;, 
nifi^cnc ilmn the appearance of ihist 
cUate^Oy. which is built on ^ mountain'', 
that coax«xnt)4^ ^nej; ten five view oveP' 
a counci-y ikh And variegated *on aloioft* 
cirejry fid«>, b^t njpre particularly in^r• 
eftingon that which looks towards the 
* foreft of Argonne ;. aloiig^. the ikirts p£ 
which runs^n meandersthe river, whicb^- 
iloMungat tkte bottom, forms one of' the 
difficulties of the pafs. The hills whifH 
rife up from the. river on the fide of the, 
caftlc, are clothed' with yines to^if 
fnmmit ; and this n>ight have t>ecn th^. 
fieafon of the vintage, bad not the ^^^X^Ty 
gulated appftcities of the.fQldief^.fpoUi^c^ 
the o^vJ»nQf their, fearyq^^^ j; Jbf^p^filfi^ 
\! !F 4 feefBS 
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feemv to harii been founded' m the 
height of the feudal *p#tdd, if \te 
may jud^' from its fpacioul feotms, 
foroiHlablegates^ porceotlis; dee{^ mWs>. 
ami lofty battlemenrs : and here, all 
that <mc meets Wlh of defcription in 
hiftpry, rotnance^ or novels, of chiefs 
whoy with a thoufand valiant knigbts^, 
lorded it over the domain, at war or in 
league with other chiefs^ refifting power^ 
or aiding enterprife, according to their 
enmity or alliahce j or in days c^feftiva),, 
whatever we read of tihs and toama* 
ipents, 

^* Where throngs of kaightSy and barons bi^ld^ 
** In w^eds of peace high triumphs hold, 
" With ftore of ladies whofe bright eyes 
** Ram induence, and judge the prize 
♦• Of wit, or aims f* 

might have found its prototype. Its eX- 

• ternal magnificence feerned fit^d to ^cfy 

all ordinary force^ and therefore bad fuf- 

ferctl 
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fcred but Utile fromntbc depredations of 
iC&.laft pofleflbr^^^wlfto lefc it at their d<v 
paiture fo diixnantted aad loatbCbme in 
other refpeds, thii« it will require the* 
ftorms of wiDier, and all the parifying 
brcez^s^ of many a fpring, to diffipate 
t&e tnurky air that taints and infe(5ls it* 
Leaving this country, the Duke of 
Brunfwick entered on thoTe barren unin* 
ha>bUe4 plains \yiiere £imine came in 
ai4 of difeafc tovcomplcte the ruin of 
his projedt* He meafuied ^ack his ftcps 
thix>ugh this fame pafs, in his retreat to 
Verdun ; but I have not been able yet 
to learn why he was fufiered to make it 
fp unmolefted. 

: I have obferved fomewhat freely on 
the conduft of the Duke of Brunfwigk. 
The large mafs of repui4tion he had trea- 
futed up, without much defert> as far as 
I have had the means of learning, both 
as a general and a negotiator^ this un- 
F 5 foitttnatt 



fortunate campaign has coh^picidy ^tf-' 
fipated. * He bad" the chirafteP of l^citV^' 
a man of information and benetroIehciiT 
bin the events of this fiimmef, a^detf^to * 
the lift of cflrties of which lie' hasi!)^^' 
guilty againft the cauTe of liberty^' kn^ 
the rights of mankind at other periods^ 
have contri bated very riiucb to fhake oiit 
belief. That he has' been equally with 
his mafter the dupe of the emigrant 
piinces'and the houfe of Aiiftha, fc 
well kiiown. The only reparation lie 
can make for this fcandalous and unpro- 
voked attack, IS to leave thcfemifcreants 
to their fate, 6f whofe follies he has fitly- 
mitted to be the accomplice. Thoughr 
he may have done much tofoften the 
horrors of this war, and, by his infla- 
cnce, has cbntribtited to icflen iht tffedts 
6f that rage which thcfe defpcrate emj- 
gr^s weit bent oii pouring on all around 
th^tti,' yet hiftory "wiB' rccCMfd' mahy m- 
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ftaftpe^r w^Hcb will, not leave his repiita-- 
tUia^for^ tiieJefftfiJ.vir^es quit? frc^ from 

. Jc will be difficultj ^ this campaigriv 

vixW form a ycry icpportant part of hiftorjTj, 

tp^know wb^t J»4dgment'ic will pafs oi>, 

thi$ celebrated <;hara<Stcr. K i* de-cide on 

tlie Nvbole^ tenor-irf-his'life by th«aftions 

of rt.he few weeks paft, the cry«?lty of thq 

maoifefto legiflator, the ignorance of tho* 

gieneraly^th/i folly of the negptiatqr, and his. 

b^ng Qccafipnaily the^accomplice of the 

aj^Q(;itie,sof feigcious rebels, will fink this 

highly lefteeined chief fotnewbat^bel^w the 

Ccaleof th^pity wftfeel for worth 4«partedj 

I>wiU «)t trouble, you with any;<^erail of 

the variety of anecdote which iscomrnonj 

ly i:el^ved> bccaufe nothing is inore eafy 

ibam tb^ fa,l;)n<;atic>a pf a.fajfcho9d,^qn^. 

tjicividenc? 0f ftn enqpy w ajhy^y^ 59^ ^i^ 

ftrfp^^^: One. lit^lp.fto.ry^lp^^ inti^e^cd 

0^ y«r^ miH;!;^,.x^f. 9utl,ii}^jaf whi^hj 

l^^j^^rom the commiflaries at St^ Mene- 

F 6 bould^ 



fortunate caaipai^ti'hks cdnt^^^^^ 
fipated. • • He bad^ the clfi rdfitfcP of l^cibfe' 
a man of information and beneVoiehttt^ 
bin the events of this ftiniimer, a'iJSed^to 
the lift of cflrfies of which lie' has'teyii 
guilty againft the cauTe of liber tyi' an^ 
the rights of mankind at other peffbd^^ 
have contri bated very riiuclrtofhkki oiit: 
belief. That he Has' been e'l^uafly ivith 
his matter the dupe of the emigtunt 
piinces "and the hotife of Aiiftha, is 
well kiiovvn. The only reparation lie 
can make for this fcandalpus and uftphoi* 
vbked attack, is to leave thcfetnifcreants 
to their fate, of whofe follies he has fob- 
mitted to be the accomplice. Thoughr 
he may h^vc done mucli to foften the 
horrors of this war, and, by his inflil- 
cnce, ' has con ^rlbtited to icfTen tKe tffe&s 
l)f that rige whidi thefb defpcrate emi* 
gr^s weit bent oii pouring on all aroiind 
tl«ftoj'yethHtory>j?ai rccorti'miihY m- 
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ftftjftfesr \ylH(j;b will not leave his repiita- 
tU>a,for^tiicJpir^^ quit? frcp from 

, Jt wiji be di.ffi<;ultj ^ this campaigriv 
^ijlforrua very icppqrtaat part of hiftory, 
tjD.Jcnow wb^« ji^dgmenric will pafs oa. 
thi$ celebrated charader. If it decide on 
tj)e wbol^r tenorcrfhis'life by theaftions 
9^ :the few weeks paft, the cruelty of th^ 
maaifefto legiflator, the ignorance of tho* 
g/eneralf th/|fo|ly of the negptiatqr, and his. 
i^ng Qccafipnally thfaccomplicc pf the 
ajErQPtiejSof feigcious rebels, will fink this 
bighlyefteemed chief fooicwUatbel^w the 
fcaleof thcpity we/eel for worth 4«partedj 
J* will .not trouble, you with any;<^erail of 
the; vacipty of anecdpte which iscomrnonj 
ly Cfdavcd^ bpcaufe nothing is tnore ealy 
iMir tb^. fa,bn(;?ti<m of a/alfehQQd,^^n^^. 
ttieivideDJC?,of »n f ne^ny is ^^yf 59^ ^,f 
fi^fp^d- Onij lit^lp,fto.ry,l;i4$ int^re^ed 

l^^j^^rom the commiflaries at ;St> Mene- 
F 6 boukl» 
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fortunate campaigtihas 'compicidf^^'' 
fTpated: ' * Me bad' the ch'iflSteP of idiig^ 
a man of information and benetroiehcy ^ 
but tlie events oF this ftimmei', k'^^ed^ta' 
the lift of cflriies of which lie' lias'b^iin 
guilty againft the cauTe of liberty^ an^ 
the rights of mankind at other penods, 
have contri bated very riiucli to fhkke diir 
belief. That he has' been equally with 
his maftef the dupe of the emigrant 
piinces'and the hoiife of Auftria, is 
\vt\\ kiiown. The only reparation lit 
cart make' for this Icandalous and unpro- 
voked attack, is to leave thcfe mifcreants 
to their fate, 6f whofe follies he lias fiib^ 
mitted to be the accomplice. Thbitgb 
he may h^vc done much to foften the 
horrors 6f this war, and, by his inflil- 
cnce,' has cbhtribtitedto icffen tKeeffc«rs 
6f that rage which thcfe defpcrate emi- 
gres were bent oii pouring on all zvoiihd 
tiSiijbt^ yet hiftory "will- record' mahy m- 
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fittftce^ \ylH(^b will not leave.his reputa-- 
tJk)a,W^tlicJpir^r-vir*uc^ quit? frcp from 

. At wiji be di/ficultj ^ this campaiga^ 
\)^i]jllbrm a very icpportant part of hiftory, 
tjp.jknow wh^c JiAdgmentit will pafs on. 
tbi$ celebrated (^haradben If k decide on' 
tjie \ybol^ tenorcrfhis'life by theaftions 
pf :tlie few weeks paft, the crvjelty of th^ 
maaifefto legiflator, the ignorance of tho* 
general, th/^fojly of the negptiator, and his 
^ng Qccafipnally theraccomplice pf the 
a£r.Oj;itie.spf fei'(^ciousrcb^ls, will fink this 
bighly^ftecmed chief foaicwUatbel^w the 
fc4l«of thcpity we/eel for worth 4«partedj 
1^ will iHOt trouble, you with any:<^etail of 
the; variety of anecdote which is common^ 
ly ;i:€;l^i.ed> becaufe nothing is tnore eafy 
xb^j^ihf (ahy}<»U9^ of a/ajfehQO|d,^j\n^. 
tjicivideoc;? of »n f n^iny is ^^yf 59: ^,f 
fvKpp6^efl^ Oat. Ut^lp,fto.ry^l;i4? int^reft^ed 

l^^ffffrom the commiflfaries at St> Mene- 
F 6 bould.^ 



IfTO -t' fi r T E ItS^ T ,; 

tb^-dwftgeorjis of ViOKdu^. .r^fi yX!».4Hl^ 
M. Georges resnonftKace wo, ttremoR. the 
rigbisr c4 BtiioojShi^sd die 1^$ of wjUVrlft > 
vainvdi:<J jierpl^ndL-bb iiot bemg takietn j^^ 
armsi bia OQt ey^.bdvifig^r^ksf.iar l^t 
hoafe, and . \rk vo^ye r haying bor j»^ M^^Wi- . 
In yaJA ^t4 Mipli^^f t^t !^!i)C office be. 
heJ4:wa^ m^ a condUutioo ra9^0€4* 
by the^fcingjjn rii^,c»^caiirio9,of wbicjb. 
offic^^ hi? exejTUons b^ , bicn boot 4;>q* 
making tbai conftuution rpf^efted,/ 1*^ 
vaiii did he plead cve«t the Dukft of. 
BrunfvYick's.manifeflio, wbich» bauQi wd 
cruel asic wad> did not attakitrhia coiv^ 
dud;. In vain did be plead bis age, htr 
mumrpm ifi/irinities, and tbe icDxacdiate 
iodifpofuioa under wbtcfa be l^ot^-edi: 
MdiicbicDfcprifonmenc would only.ferve tor 
lacrmfe ; and dial, tbe damp of ^. dun-r* 
gjQoix would nccefiarily m&ke bis pi^ifoo 
bis .rgr Jtw. . Hi^ jtidgcs were incxoira W^;. 
aiid';jthe mmii^es ;be uiiged: ngainft- rb^ 
£|nfAiic:e».madQd^m'moreiC3acj}«f{liQ.banr« 
.jii : it 



FRorrt ^m AKCE. iTt: 

it carried irtta execution. Whwber i 
fcntence be jtift ^or ntyuft, U0lefs the 
crime b6 'e3^r6mely iieincAis^ we pity the : 
oflfendcr, and feek every meansito foften 
the hferlhnefs of the law by the offices o£ 
bumanity. One would bave though t.ki* \ 
definite punidatnentitk a dimgidn aftiffi*' 
ciehteviK But his judges were of a differ-* 
ent opinions and althoiigh be repeatedly 
begged permiflion to borrow money to 
I^y his conveyance, they aflerted that he* 
rf>er]tednofQdiiiKiulgence;andtheir final 
derernriittation was^thachelbojiildwalktbe. 
eighteen miles on foot to Ve«]un« Ilis/ 
oflfer ofborroMringmcney to pay his con^ 
veyanee^ arofe from his inability of pay* 
iog for it hitiifelff, fince, when his houfe 
was entered, the plunder of his property- 
had taken pkce in a %le more than 
ufually (evere<>f military execution* One. 
^ith ^ hatchet broke open bis bnreai>, 
tbou^ bfc ©ffeted to give them tlie keys* 
Bii^ tbt ' botcher wns' nk»« ei^peditious i 

and. 
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and, together ^hh his papenti moiiey to 
the aniount of' 1500 livres was; taken 
away« Another called £bc the plate, aad 
poized the candlefticks in hf$ hand^v 
which^ not proving to be ifilver, were re- 
ftored xo their place. WbM there wi^ that - 
was Taliiabk was carried ofi^ whllQ: he re^* 
raainedawitnefsofthedc^predation — Buc 
who were thcfe plunderers^ thiok you i . 
Aufiriati, or rather Heffiaa foldjears, who^ 
dragging ona njiferaWe exiftenee at thrc^ 
fom a day, might find a ih^^ifaqd apo- 
logies for not refitting ^^^ a temptation; 
who might plead the ncceffity of their 
n^ure, and aft. fome excufc in follow- 
ing the habits and example of their mat 
ter, between whom and plunder there 
feems an original and hereditary affinity? 

No !— One blufhes for the pride of 

anftocracy, and the dignity of princes, 
when we learn that the rapacious hand of 
the Marquis de B— — demolilbed the 
cabinet, and fcized on the money ; and 

that 



^lat' one of more elevated rank, was aii 
accomplice in the theft. 

T*o Vulgar and ordinary minds this, 
might appear a* little improbable* and 
fhocking: but thofe who are beft acr 
quainted with thciie devated cbaraiflers> 
will tell you^ there is nothing in it very 
extraordinary^ The c^acor who panegy- 
rizes priefthdod and nobilityi has de-* 
dared to the world; that ^ Kings are ne* 
ceflarily lovers of low company." And 
the nafural inference is, that fuch inier^ 
cotnfe muft promote fimiiar propenfities. 
1VI« Georges had neither any part of his 
money or plate returned him : but tho 
phyfical impoffibility of reaching Verdun, 
according t6 the letter of his fentence, 
being made clear to his judges, they in« 
dulged him with riding on a cart loaded 
with fuiiisy which: they were fending 
thither* The Duke of Bruofwicki ap. 
priCbd of hisapproacby met him on. the 

road» 
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roi^d, accompanied by his fulte, w^ucl* 
was fv^dled to more rliati thc'\)fual fe^*^ 
Tlie general faRitecf the ptihntr with 
much glee and apparent fatisfa^i^n: 
** Oh/ Jacobin!' Jacobin f*i--fup|>ort of* 
Peiion I fupportof Petionr P**— *Td w^bidF 
tRe patriot Replied, ** that, whether he 
was a Jiacobin or Feuillanty he kciew^ bu^ 
of two d^UTes o( citizens^ th€ good and' 
the bad, and he had the pride to number 
htmfelf at all tiities und^r the fcarmeu.^ 
He was then charged with havb^g bedq' 
one of their greateft enemies ; in having* 
promoted fubfcriptions for tlie arming of 
volunteers; in havii^ fubfcribcd 'krgO' 
foms himfelf i and in having conducted 
bimfelf greatly amifi, as a member of cite 
Conftituent Aflembly; "To thefe ac* 
cofations/* fay s^ the oH man, " I anfwer<- 
ed, as r had partly anfwered before. 
With refped to my cooduft asa deputyi 
ciftheNaiidtu} Aflemblyi I &yi enter 

on. 
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on no juftification> but nkr^ nayfclf to 
tl>e confcieiKC of M. de P-— — , who 
was my« cotleaguc, and whofe evidence, 
frotn his pCFibnal attachmenc to your 
Highnefs^ caniioc be fufpe<fVed— lee him 
fpeak-* he is an your right hand. As to 
the) other charg€8^ I not only plead gwihy, 
but glory in my crime. I own 1 have 
promoted fubfcriptioRs to arm mei^tn de« 
feocepf their rights, and to r^pcl invaders : 
I ^ave.grven moaey myrclf,.and lament 
tba^ I was not riciier^ that I m'^u have 
gjivcn n^ore* It is ^rue alio, that I aiU/ 
your enemy -, and the afiurance thai I Iiave 
been effcAually fo,, will prove ihegrcaxf ft . 
fQurce o£ confokuioa under my fufier^ 
lags. For 1 QiaU not feel il>em heavy,.^ 
fince ihcy are inflitfted by thofc who arc 
not only my enemies, but tlioic of liberty 
ac^ my country," 

A tranfient flu(h pafled oves; the iace^ 
of thofc around hmi but rc^covisrii^ %^ 

liitk' 
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litdc from the embarraflmcnt of fuch a^ 
reply, the Duke, in a milder tone,.ob- 
fepvcd to him, that, as -titles, were abo- 
lished, he was furprifed that he had ad- 
drefled him fo unconftitutionally. ** The 
law does not allow- me to addrefs free 
men., by any, name but that. of citizen ; 
Ixwas-not inadvertent in the mode of my 
addrcfs to your Hightiefs, but I was not 
wiking'to mifapply the tide." 

It would have been magnanimous in the 
Duke, to.have examined more accurately, 
into the nature of the crimes aUeged 
againft M.Georges, and to have foftened 
the feverity of the fentence : artd, had he 
had any penetration, he might have difco* 
vered that men like thefe were-not cafily. 
fobdued ; inftead of which, he confirmed 
the puniQiment, and the fentence was put 
ibto execution with all its rigour. M. 
Georges fafiered confiderably from this. 
mo<)e of life, facontiacy to his ufual ha* 
bits—" But,*^ faid this venerable patriot, 

**^wh©ii 
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"^ wb^n I refle(^ed on the height of ihc 
fituation in which ihtfe circutriftances 

'had placed me, and conjpareti ' it with 
the meannefs of theirs, Ivfelt a fuperio- 
Tity, an elevation of niind, which fop- 
ported me-more thaaJ could have hoped 
under n>y fuffei^ings: for, had it not been 
for this .entiiufiafni, the (late of atmo- 
fpbere in tiTy» room, and my food, which 

-at firft was bread and water, would foon 
have releafe;^me from their malice, and 
my confinement." He was vifited by 
feveral of the emigres, who treated him 
very infolently; and oncebythe Prince de 
Conde, with whom he converfed^ as he told 
tis, alahauteurde republicaoifme. The lat- 
ter part ©f his confinement was rendered 
much morewtolerable,as he was vifited and 
comfort ed by Pruffian officers. This relax- 
ation.from::the:^former rigour was obtain- 
ed in proportion to the degree of eftima- 
tion in which the Duke began to hold his 
perfecutors ; as M. Georges learnt from 

luB 
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his vifitants, that a farther acquaintance 
with his real charader bad made a 
confiderable Inipreinoii cm the Duke's 
mind. He ought, indeed, to have made 
amends, by an immediate releafe, for 
the injuftice he had done; but M. 
Georges is happy «noc to have c^cd 
him this. oWigation, fisce he was -ex- 
changed for the fecretary of theKing of 
Pruflia. 

The fiege of Verdtm begins in a few 
•days, Hnlefs the Pruflians furtebder it on 
the fumntons. The Frerwrh army is very 
inferior to theirs ^ but terror has fo feiE- 
ed them, that they now deem a retreat a 
vidory. My next letter will therefore 
moft probably be from Verdlin, 

Adieu> 
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. . Verdun, Oftobcr 16, 1.792. 
Jirft Year of the French Republic 

THE Fremrh army has been for 
fome days in poiTefllon of xhistowq.; 
which was furrendercd at the fijmraons 
of General JDillon. The terror that 
feizcd the Fruffians when they retreated 
frora their camp at La Lunc, the laft 
poft which they -occupied on their road 
to Pajis, has accompanied them hither. 
Boumonvilk bad fo haralTe^ them on the 
fi«ft days of their retreat, thaf Dumouricr 
thought it unnecefiary to difplay any 
.longer his whole force; and therefore 
went off. to Flanders,, leaving Keller- 
mann'*s divifion in the purfuit. The Pruf. 
fians, having latterly difplayed more acj- 
tivity, had efcaped, without further mo^ 
lcftation,ta Verdun i whilfk Dillon, who 
• ' z held 



held the Heflians in check at the-paf^df 
the forefl of Argonni^, wlio yet had (ten 
nothing ef afiu^ feniice bot io the 
.plunder df unarmed citizjens and wotnea» 
has driven ^thern with liis ^cannon Ifrora 
all their poficions, and forced them to 
feck the Cime Ihelter with their allies. 
It |s the eflfeft of misfortune on gene- 
rous mind^ ta attach them more ftrongly^ 
according to the extent of the danger or 
opprefiion* Thefe unhappy fugirives, 
overwhelmed with (hame, and confcious 
of deferving the evils with which they 
were lurrounded, made their unfortUBatc 
condition dill woffe^ like Milton's «£dlen 
angels^ by>i'ailing accuiations.and tlhi* 
tuai ill offices. The fanfaronnade of the 
French nobility, their haughty preten- 
'fions> and "die Feriian luxury of their 
march^ made a iingular<:ontr«ft with the 
rigid difcipline and fimple i»anne(^ iSi 
the Pruffian foldiers. The heieditiuy 
hatred of the Prulfians <t9 the AuftriaD$ 

was 
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was fm^thcred, not exringtiiftied; Hay- 
ing one great objeQ: in view, in their 
union againft France, they had agreed 
tG forget ancient enmities ; and made 
temporary facrifices of almoft infur- 
mountable prejudices. But when Du- 
mourier, like a mighty magician, 
ftretched forth hb hand, the enchanted 
palace fell to the ground with a horrid 
<:ra(h : the gay, fantaftic vifions, which 
had danced before their difordered op- 
tics, difappeared. The ftapid Pruf- 
fian, who thought* himfelf illuminated in 
proportion as fais moral fight was really 
<iarkened, began to recover from his de- 
lufion; and, finding himfelf the dupe 
of the perfidy of Auftria and the au« 
lignity of Ae rebels, repented his foUy 
when its excefs had made repentance 
fruitlefs and unavailing. Tiie .touch* 
ftone of misfortune, which always con- 
firms the character of the juft« applied to 
^vil fpirits, mak« thtm ftart wpin their 
vofc. in. G proper 
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' propcf aiid original: forms. Thefe heroes, 
' who were affociatcd as fworn friends to 
fiiccouf royaltjrindiftreft^and to extirpate 
traitors ; aiulwho, wbilft ][)rofperity' glad- 
dened their way> found the feelings of 
fraternity increafing; now aggravate their 
manifold evils, by the performance of all 
the poffible ill offices which their natu- 
ral propenfuies and hatred no more dif- 
guifed, and contempt no longer con- 
cealed, can find the means of exercif- 
ing towards each other. Whether the 
knowledge of this mifunderftanding, 
which they in no way affefled to hide, 
bad made the French commander pre- 
4'ume on their not even agreeing to de- 
fend themfelves againft a common at* 
' tack 3 or whether, emboldened by fuccefs, 
in having already ftruck terror, he de- 
pended on its continuance; with an 
army of only 15,000 jncni and an ill 
placed battery of only teti pieces of 
fmall bore^ at a flight diftance from the 

citadel. 
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cka^el) he fent bis fiimmoixs, -demanding 
«a iipmediace furrend^n The com* 
mandcr of Verduni in retura, requc/led 
fl fufpenfion of hoftilit-ie3> and conference 
viith the French general at the fame 
ticne« Kalkreuth, who is in the confi- 
dence of the King of Prufiia, did not 
pretend that he was furnilhed with any 
official powers; but, in converfing on 
the prefent circumftances, he hoped tliat 
fomq means might he devifed to pro- 
mqte a fincere reconciliation between the 
French nation and the King of Pniffia ; 
and having always entertained theiiigheft: 
refpeifl for the French charader, he ex- 
preffed the fingular pleafure he (houjd 
take in promoting an accommo4aiion 
which might, be advantageoJiis to both 
nations* . He was anfwertd by Dillon., 
that, as a general of the French repub- 
hjQ, bi^. fole bufinefs was to. demand an 
. invgied^tp ^nfwer tp the fummons he 
k^.&y^nrr :t^t; :thq cv^cu^^iop of the 
» . , .. G 2 iprench 
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French territory was a preliminary to afl 
negotiation : that the revolution had n6t 
been lightly undertaken, nor effefted 
without difficulty : * and that it h^d the 
concurrence of the whole nation, which 
could not behold, without the highcft 
indignation J its domcftic arrangements 
interrupted, and its provinces invaded 
by foreign forces, -when it had declared 
that it renounced for ever offenfive war^ 
a declaration by which it would obtain 
as many friends as there were philofo- 
phers in Europe: that nothing could 
be even thought of in the way of accom- 
modation till the territory was com- 
pletely evacuated, and the republic, with 
the powers delegated to the National 
Convention,' acknowledged : that tlic 
King of Pruffia could furnifli a convin- 
cing proof of his good difpofition towards 
the French nation, if he would feparatc 
himfclf from his allies without farther 
idelaf, andaffift the French ^inft their 

common 
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eonimoa enemy, in giving freedom to 
ihe Low Countries ; and that he (liould 
recoiled, that to a great, a good prince* 
no ailisuice caiv be fo grateful as that of 
a free people. Kalkreuth afTurcd hini» 
that^ did it depend on him alone^ this 
alliance (hould be readily accomp!i(hed ; 
that be had ever oppofed this war, which 
he fouad as impolitic a» it was unjuft ; 
that the iimnediate furrender of Ver* 
dun would be fomc earncft of the King's 
defire to reconcile himfelf with France, 
and that the fpeedy evacuation of Long* 
wi would be a ifunlier inftance. But 
with refpe£k to the immediate rupture of 
the treaty with their prefent allies, the 
principle of honour compels themj like 
travellers who have fet out on a journey^ 
to finifli it together; though it is nO' 
reafon, that, having travelled once, they 
fliould agree to begin anew: that be 
left him full of efteera for the Frencb 
nation and himfelf ; and that in report- 
G J ing 
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jng their converfauon to the king,*^lir 
would riot fail to communicate to him 
what he thought j thqt he hoped "much ^ 
from its fuccefs j that no one could better 
appreciate the immenfe advantages of 
fuch an alliance ; and that he could wiHi 
to be fent as, ambaiTador to Paris, to 
aflift in forwarding fo happy an event* 
This general, who appears to have more 
wifdom, and alfo more free principles, 
than might be expefted from the folly 
and defpotifm with which he is (lir- 
rounded, held a conference of this fort a 
few days finces for when the French 
were preffing on the enemy fomewhac 
clofer than the regulations of war, virtu-^ 
ally agreed on, permitted, he requeued 
to come to an explanation with the 
French commander. , As tbey could not 
agrje on the point they were difcuffing, 
he^begged leave to invite the Duke o£ 
Bronfwick to the. conference; to which 
GQiiexal Galbaud confented. I could 

repeat 
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repeat to you briefly the fubftance of the 
converfation that took place ; but the 
detail will be more interefting, and you 
may depend on its authenticity, as it is 
taken literally from the memorandums 
of the general, who has obliged me with 
them» 

D. of B) uvif. Is It you who have 
placed thefe pieces here ? They have 
done us a great deal of mifchief i and I 
own I cannot conceive how it came inco 
your head to place them Co near our re- 
doubt. 

Calhaud. Your obfervation is the 
beft proof of the goodnefs of our opera- 
tions. We are, it is true, pretty clofe to 
you J but our foldiers fear no danger 
when they are labouring for their coun- 

D. of Brunf. General Kalkreuth has* 

fpoken to me of your propofal refpefting 

the wood. You muft agree with me» 

that its ceflion might' be rendered diffi- 

G'4 cult. 



cult, if I were lefs fparing of humtt> 
Wood; but, before we finiflj thi« bufinefe, 
let lis difcourfe a little about your n^tioci^ 
I love it; and have fliowti it more tbar> 
once, I am fbrry that Damourier^ mi\^ 
rcfpeft to my laft maftifefto, (houM have 
difcovered fo miach ill humour on ac- 
count of fomc iaconfequent words wbicb 
he happened to find there. Thofe er» 
preffions were meant for the vulgar. 
People of fenf€ know how to cfttmate 
ih«m; and I am aftonifhed that Du« 
mourier fhould have given them fo diocb 
more confcquence than they Wftf« en*^ 
tilled to. 

Galbaud. Give me leave to aik you> 
if the French people, having recovered 
their liberty, were not equally formed 
with General Dumourier to underftand 
the language oi truth ? Imagine if th^y 
could read without indignation expref- 
fions which treated their rights with con- 
tempt i or if they could have permitted 

any 
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any of their generals fo far to iorget the 
refpeft be owes bis ibvcreign, as to pay 
accentioQ Co any wbo did not acknowledge 
(he nacionajr (overcigmy. I own, thar^ 
hsadrl been in Dutnourier's place, I (houWt 
kave afted as be has done* 

D. ^f Brunf. I do aot difpute by any 
means the nghc which your nation hai 
ta regulate its own government) but has 
it ehofen that form which is beft fuited to 
its chara£ter ? This is what is generally 
doubted i and indeed, when I came into^ 
France, I bad no other view than to conr 

^cur in eftablifliing order* 

^ Sdboriliere. Give me leave io aflt youy 
what could have furniflied you with au- 
thority to interpofe between the people 
of France and their own concerns ? 

This converfation, according to the 
memorandum, was here interrupted by 
Gaibaud, who looking round perceived 
the deferter KKnglm, who was lately ma^ 
rechal«de«camp in tl^ FtenciL fervioe^ 
G s ' oa 
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on hbrfeback,in uniform, and with a wliirr 
Ctfctade. In his furprife he 'called our,. 
'* What t is that M. Klingtm?*' whoitiade 
him no reply ; bat Kalkreilth whifpered 
to the dake, ^ho turned round, and 
gave him a contemptubus look ; whith- 
made- him retire, very much aChamed of 
his reception. The duke obferved to* 
Galbaud, V^thai hefaw how he treated die 
emigrants ; and that he never loved tjai- 
tors. Do with them what you will, we 
* care very little about them ; but 1 infift 
that the French nation will never know 
her true interefts,. until (he returns to. 
principles of more moderation/* 

Sahqriliere. I will afk the Duke of 
Brunfwick, if it is the author of the ma- 
nifefto who is now addreffing us ? If (Oy, 
the only anfwer I (hould give him would 
be cannon balls. If, on the contrary, it 
is the friend of humanity who holds us- 
this language, the beft proof he can give, 
lis of his favourable difpc^tions, is to 

evacuate 
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€^yacuate, the. French territory, l)eforc 
our urmies, which, arc every day increaf- 
fipg, compel him» If you are willing ta- 
tre^t for che furrcrider of VercJun, I have 
no doubt but the nation will grant you 
all the conditions which may be fuitable 
to its interefts, and to the ve;igeance ic 
ought to take for the violation of its 
rights and territory, 

- X). of Brunf. The French are an afto- 
niihing people : — they have fcarcelyr 
formed ihemfelves into a republic, when 
they aflunie the totie of republicans. I 
cannot fay any thing to you at prefent 
on this fubjed, nor on that which has 
introdqped me to you ;. I muft fpeak to 
the king. Let us agree to a fufpenfion 
of hoftilities between our videttes for 
twenty-four hours, and let every thing 
remain in (tatu quo. To-morrow. Gene- 
ral Kalkreuth fliall be with you ;. hejs 
in the king's confidence ; and whether 
it be Dppiourier, or any one he (haU 
G 6 commifSoD^ 



comnliffiany the geocral willconferwKfe 
him.. I am reiy hippy to havtfoTBacd 
your acquaintance. As to yoajGtiicrat 
Galbatid». I fee with plea&ire m old 
officer of antllery. You have (ho^ame 
in your battery a fpecioien of the talcBts 
of the old royal corp». Contiaue botb 
ofyoatofeire your country well; and 
believe mej that^ in fpice of ^eftyle of 
manifeftoes, we cannot bdp efteeming; 
thofe who intereft rhen^felves fo muchta 
fecure its independence. 

KalkreuA remained a few minutes' 
in conTcrfatton ^rer. the d^e retired.- 
When he left the French generals, the 
i(4diefS| both Pniffian aiKi French, who 
had been in confecente alfo, drinking 
together, cook leave of each other ; and 
the latter calling our, more vociferoufly 
than ufual, '* Vive la Nation l*^ Kal- 
fcreuthjdifcoVering fotne marki of terror, 
demanded if his peribn was in falety> to 
wl^ch X3ialbau4 replied^ /' In ftfpublican^ 
...;^ ^ loyalty 
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Boyafty there can be no treachery ;" and 
Kalkretich, after firth^r pro&ffion^ ot 
ftrendffaap, returned to his camp;. 

1 hare given you diis converfaMon at 
fbme length, becaufe charaders are be(t 
landdrftood when they develop them**^ 
fjrivcs. Of its ainhencicity you may hare 
the moft-perfeft affurance, if aay credit 
V » to be given to the parries tbemfelvt9> 
/ on one fide at leaft, from whom I im*^ 
' mediately obtained it ; and it is fo hr of 
ktnportance, as it proves, what has aU 
. ways been aflcrted, that Pruffia has been 
, «nade the dupe of the emigrant Princes^ 
, and the ftep-ladder of ambition to die 
: Hoofe of Auftria ; of which itfclf CtctM 
L, fo convinced, and the experience that 
j^ ; accompanies that convidtion has been^lia' 
■j^, dearly purchafed, that if the French wilt 
1^ J; defcend fomewhat from this republican 
•^^ to^e which the duke accnfes them df* 
y.t having: attained, they niight, withoiir 
r0 much difficulty, make this enemy ntti^ 
/^ '' tral. 
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tralj if not gain hicn as an ally* No ar- 
Tangementy ihe French ^ncral declares,' 
can cake place till the French territories 
are evacuated. This will fpecdily be 
done, if the prefent difpofition for fligjU 
continues ; but there is fuch an imputfe 
given to the jriation, that it will, be diffi- 
cult to lay the foundation of any ar- 
rangement where the principles of both 
parties are fo direftly oppofitc. The 
Pruffian and French generals, and the- 
comraiffaries from the Convention, have 
held feveral conferences together refped t 
ing immediate regulationsj and mutual 
conveniences; the adjuftment of which 
has been fo much, to the advantage of 
the fugitives,, that the Duke of Brunf- 
wick has thought proper to fend them 
another manifefto ; not of menaces ^nd 
infults, of devaftation and death, accord- 
ing to the old fchool ; but of humility 
and friehdfliip,^ of confideration and re- 
fpccl, of admiratiqn and gratitude for 

their 
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ffieir attention and humanity, I have- 

feen bis letler to the generals, expreflive 

of thefe femime«ts ;. and, coafidering 

the tendency of the conferences that have 

taken place at Grand Pre, at the camp 

of La: Liune, before .and fince the army 

catered Verdun, if his attempts to perfuade 

his mafter to abandon this cnterprifebe 

notfuCcefsful, he will probably leave htm 

to fulfil his own.deftiny, and make fome 

compenfation for the injuries he has 

done the caufe of liberty, by withdraw*- 

ing from thefe ftupid defpots his farther 

fervices; whilft he quits the territories of 

the republic^ as Pyrrhus retired from 

Italy, full of refpeft and admiration of 

his enemies; with this difference, indeed, 

that Pyrrhus had fome viftories to cheer 

him in his retreat. 

Since my refidence at Verdun I have 
been alternately the gueft of generals 
Kellermanri.arid Valence atUhe Hotel de ^ 
Ville. - Before the army' entered, I was 

indebted 
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indebted tx> the kindnefs^ and hofpitality 
of gencFai Money^wbom I. have already 
sncrodu€ed to yoia ac the pa(5 of the fb* 
reft, Jind who Itad made the cur&'is houfe 
his quaitersj m a little Tillage on the 
bankf of the Meu(e. The king of Pnii^ 
fia was our neareft neighbour for a daf 
or two, having taken teoiporary poflef- 
fion of a houfe on the oppofite bank^ 
whilft his army evacuated Ycrdun^ The 
view/rcwn our village prefentcd to us, oa 
the right, the two divifions of the French 
army encamped 00 adjoining hills, inter**^ 
fo^ed by a valley, in which Dillon had 
fixed his head quarters. The Fi:uffian 
camp was arranged along the mountains 
of St. Michel^ the (ides of which war 
covered continually with faorfes> wag<- 
gons, troops, and artillery ; whilft Ver- 
dun, with its venerable towers^ and 
heretofore mending citadel, anade m 
chann^pg poipt of prdfpoft between 
both^apdibe liver, fwdled by the lat^ 

/aihs. 
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rains, overflowing thi level above the 
town, and giving itfelf the appearance of 
confi d'crable magrritude, added much to 
the riehncfs of the fceoe. Oujr hoft 1$* 
not greatly difpleafed at our departure^ 
Though he was conftitutional and fcr- 
mentc, yet I could readily perceive 
that he had a few potnt^^ now ai^' 
then to fettle with hts coufeiencc. He 
was> however, a piOi)s aiid fenfible man^ 
with more itifbrmation than is eommonty' 
fbuTid in village priefts; and tiiougb St«. 
Anftin, St. B#rnfdLrdj dnd authors of thd> 
iamefaim-tlke defrnptionii with a tarietf 
of confeffions of ^th, <tnd^ bodki of 
can6mcal /egukiion, wef« in conrifiuat 
obtrufion, We difcerned a profane cor- 
ner, where lurked Cicero, and Seneca^ 
and, ftranger ftill { Ratine and Corneille,, 
with Lucan, Otid, and Virgil. After 
cxhaiifting every military and potiti* 
cal toj>ic with the general, when the 
wcs^theic did kxot permit us v^ #alk> ot5 

, ridiSr 
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,ridc out, I made a party in the kltclica, 
>^ith the cure (for every other room ia 
thehoufe was occupied), by the fire-fide 
of which we difcuffed literary and reli- 
gious queftions, read l^atin hymn,s, and 
tbe.Metamorphofis, and wandered from 
the ftreams of Babylon,^.on the banks of 
which he had fancied himfelf fettled 
for fome weeks paft, to the plains of 
Pbarfalia. The habitudes of men are 
not eafily alteiied, thofe efpecially which 
hare the (knftion .of religious perfaafion^ 
This good prieft has no great reli(h. for 
the profane reformers of the National 
Convention ; not that he denies the ne- 
ceffity, but diilikes the tueans : ap eccle*. 
fiafttcal fynod, it feems, would have: 
done it with more efficacy and graces ' 
It is poffiblc that a prieft, as fuch, may 
have an attachment to libe;rty ; but the 
inftances are fo rare> that the fingularity. 
e£ the exception almoit confirms the 
rule, . There is fo immenfe a diftance^ 

between 
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between religion itfelf, the bafis of equa^ 
lity, and its human eftabliQiracnts, that 
the' funcflionaries of the latter can have 
no tafte or feeling for the principles of 
the forn^er. The French, therefore, m 
decreeing equality and the contint>ance' 
of a particular eftabli(l>ment falaried by. 
the date, have violated their awn decla- 
ration, and aded with all the inconfifl:* 
ency of half-fighted legiflators* After, 
they have gone fo far, they may fafely 
venture one ftep more, and give that 
which they defpife whilit they pxeccnd 
to venerate k, religion, one advantage 
vrhich they dd not deny to any other, 
principle, the liberty <rf eftabli(hing it- 
felf by the ordinary mea^iB of know**, 
h^ifi ; and then its influence would bcji. 
better felt, and its minifters more ho»» 
n^ourably, protected. I will not, bow-^ 
ever, charge thcfe lawgivers with dcbaf- 
icg what they do not underftand ; for 
ibey arc yet too ignorant to diftin^uiflii 

.the- 
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the principle from its corraptfon^ and 
therefore al ways confound them. I kno\r 
nothing more pleafant than the religious 
difcuffions of chefc philbfophers. A 
priefl: can fcarcely be more ignorant; 
and yet the parade of their ignorance, 
and c<H)tempt of the knowledge of 
others^ keeps fuch equal proportion^ 
that an alteration of the courfe of nature 
might as: eafily be effirfted^ at aiiy mK 
preffion made of the importance of reli;^ 
gious principles oq the minds of tbefe" 
poltticiane* Tfaey have been accufedd^ 
deftwfkig a goyeriinmit without lai^ 
il>g Mt tnSttd unothen This change is. 
poerik^-^he materials were ready> and 
would eafily^ on the removal of the for- 
ttiCT, be artanged on the fame fctie*^ 
But in this avowed and indifcriminate 
eontemptof religion, though they do not 
overthrow morality, of which they have 
alfo been unjuftly accufed, yet, infeeking 
1^: build, it ba the baiis of public utility 

albncj. 
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alone^ the bell human foundation indeed 
on wbicli ic can be built, chcy have afted 
unwifely, fincc they have taken away 
that which furnifhes the ftrongeft mo- 
tives for its obfcrvance, the motives 
furniflied by tiie profpefts and aflur- 
ances of revelation. We left this parr 
fona^ge houfe, as I have obferved, to the 
great joy of its legal poffeflbr, though 
he ba^ experienced nothing but politer 
ncfs on th? part of his laft gueft ; whofe 
humanity, and habitual care of his fol- 
diers, have not left entitled him to their 
love, than his courage as an officer to 
their confidence. The Heffians had not 
left impreffions fo favourable. Tliey ha<J 
defpoiled the fincft of his vintage, rob- 
bed him of his whole ftore of provifions, 
ftolen his plate and linen, and, what 
grieved his heart infinitely more than 
thefe, had taken away with them a 
pretty and innocent damfel, one of his 
pari(hioaers, who lived with bim^ affiftf- 

ed 
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cd his houfckceper in her lighter occu- 
patiods, and whom he regarded (the 
tearilcaling down his check as^he told 
me), from her little accompHQihionts 
and gentle demeanour^ • as his ^amghcer. 
He had heard nothing of her till yeftepdsqr 
evening, wlienher father returned ^^hh tbfe 
tidings that he had found her at a fmfall 
.iiamlety twelve iniles diftant, wberetbe 
charity of a peafant had given her a iiitte 
ftraw, having found her wandering tluxi' 
the fields, reduced by hunger, and the 
vidim of difeafe ; fo that, when her father 
arrived, little hopes remained that iter 
miferable exiftence could be prolonged 
to receive the laft offices of religion, 
which (he earneftly entreated from the 
hands of her maftcr. It fcems that thefe 
ruffians had carried her to their camp 
near Clermont, where they kept her ia 
transfer to each other, till (be found the 
:means of making her ^fcape ; andsc was 
fn the aft ^ returning bome^ and aTokl- 
.-'--■•- • -, .Jug 
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ing the high road, to efcape farther out- 
rage, that flic loft her way, and took re- 
fuge in tiic cottage of the pcafarit. -It 
would fecm, from my continiaat denum- 
ciation.of chefe Heflians, that all the in« 
dividual mtferics of the war were.occa- 
fioned by them; The hiftories of their 
cruelty are too numerous to be recited ; 
the detail of v^hich can gratify no mind 
that defcrrcs to be gratified ; but I am 
averfe to credit any but thofe which I re- 
ceive from the parties theoifelves, and 
then hear them with much allowance. 
1 have the fuUeft conviftion, however, 
that the cure was plundered. I believe 
the ftory of the father, whofe mifery is 
heightened from the fuccefs of his wan- 
derings infearchof his daughter; and f be- 
lieve the poft-mafter of Domballe, who, 
whiift earneftly ^atrcating to keep a fa- 
vourite horfe,. when twenty others were 
in the aft of being ftrfen^ and holding 
one part of the bridle fomewhat more 
«preffive of his regret at parting than 

was 



was agneeable to. tbe.kuffar who* held 
the other, rcccivad a fevere ftrokeof a 
iiai^iger on bis hat; aad, when be -ap*- 
pjied for rrdref^to th^ Prmcfe.of Hcffe, 
who had taken, poffeiliori jof his ^hpnfc 
for head quarters, was anfweredj tbaiv 
with relped to his horfe^ ht (houki.bc 
|>aid for them whe? the king ARfasreia- 
ftated; and, as for liimfdf, be ought to 
he thankful that his hat was nojt his head. 
The entrance of the French -army ime 
Verdun was accompfyiied by none of 
the effufioiiis c£ joy. ^ with which thofe 
meet, who are the deliverers and the de* 
livered. Verdun has hitherto been noted 
for its confedionary : it will carry dowa 
to pofterky anotI>er tulc to jcdcbrHy, 
its cowardice. Noting could equal the 
terror of the inhai>itants, when they un<-^ 
derflood that the t<»wii was to. be furren* 
dered, and that no cpadiiioni& were made 
ior themfelves. General piHage was thb 
mildeft punifliment they cxpeded ; and, 
the National Allembly having ordered 

the 



ttic razure of Longwi^ ic was not fup- 
poTed chat^ when thofe inttTC&td in the 
pillage were to be the executiotterst 
much refpeft or mercy woiild be (hewn. 
The generals provided againft the cooi* 
nii(iioif of thefe horrors, though the 
good faith of the (bldierVt and their 
obedience, wteld have been a fufEcient 
warrant. A few companies only were Ra- 
tioned in the town, till the Pruflians had 
proceeded further on their route ; when 
tbe French army marched dircftly 
through it, and occupied their places, 
without bellowing on the inhabitants in 
their pafla^' any thing but looks of in« 
dignation and contempt. The generals 
and comsiifiades proceeded to the cre- 
ation of provifional adminiftrative pow- 
ers; having put the former magiftrates 
under arreH till their condudt be exa- 
mined by the Convention. That th^ 
town furrendered more readily to the 
French arms than it was taken at firft by 
VOL. III. ti th^ 
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thp pruffians will plead mucl^ ip.fbeiir fa- 
your*^ Thpugh it is i]:ropgIjr , fof ti/ijed^ 
yet it is fo.CQmniapdcd onajpjpft^pyi^ry 
fide, that it could ney^r be ^xpci^?d t9 
hold for any titne againft a tolerable 
force : all tliac art can do bad been done: 
there wanted nothing but a little more 
courage in the inbabiunts^ and the re- 
moval of the hills that hang over it, to 
have put it properly in a ftate of effec- 
tual rcfiftance. 

I have paffed two or three pleafant 
days in fociety not merely military. 

Madame de V has enlivened our 

circle by her wit and beauty ; Colonel de 

L is a favourite of the mufes as 

well as a warrior, *' Augur et fulgente 
decorus arcu^" He gave us his tranfla- 
tion of the beautiful Greek ode which 
celebrates the tyrannicides, Harmodius 
and Ariftogiton ; but he would be Better 
known to the world as the author and 
compofer of the Marfeillois fong, which 

wc 
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we h^drdTung whh'fo muCh accompani- 
ment at the, theatre, when we fa^v the 
rcprefchtatidn of Brutus, jiilt after the 
tenth tifAiiguft. Two officers with ften- 
torian kings, whoclme to partake of our 
dcffert, made our hall re-echo a day or 
two iince ; thirty or forty at table made 
a decent chorus ; and we had a Tort of 
accompaniment ftill more animating 
than that of the theatre, the view from 
our windows of the Pruffian army on 
the mountains preparing for farther re- 
treat. ' 

It is to be hoped the accommodation 
will take place which the cor/erences I 
have related, and the friendly intcrcourfe 
I havedefcribed, feemto prooiife. Whe- 
ther any more folcmn treaty thap that • 
niade with the Auftrians binds the .king 
of Pruffia, I am at prefent ignorant. AVe 
have heard of fhe confederacies of thf 
princes of Europe agair^ftt.he^ principles 
of the French confttiutloq, and men of 
H 2 vehement 
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vehement 'mmds arid ' fangiiinary tem- 
pers hate called oh Hiem to arhi hi de- 
fence of their geiiera! caufe," Th*y may 
arm^' andifor i moment the law offered 
may 'wear its accviftomcd fupertority; 
but, as defpotifm has been effc6kually 
rcfifted in remoter times, when the Ifght 
of philofophy had fcarccly dawned, and 
the rights of men were little underftoodi 
cian it be expeded, in thefe daj's of uni- 
verfal knowledge and illuminared rea- 
fdh, that any of the human race, who 
Site placed within the reach of the blcff- 
ings of freedom, will remain much 
longer deprived of their enjoyment ? ** I 
rejoice,** faid Lord Chatham, «* that A- 
meficahas refifted/'— Millions of voices 
from every enflaved corner of the globe 
will echo the fentimeht of the venerable 
patriot, fince in this and latter times (he 
forms a model for themfelves. France 
W refilled alfo > and, like America^ <he 
Has conquered. Its former defpotic 

. force. 
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fprcc, joioed with the free priaciplcs of 
Am/9ri^a, obt^aed the vi&ory there ; 
9^d^ihdk \3&. becoming eventually, in 
evf^ coumry^ the acjyajiced guard of 
ihfiiii; cnterprife, infures the triumph of 
t^QCh audi liberty. It has been objected, 
that the lightnefs of the French charac- 
ra£ter but ill accords with that fentiment 
which belongs peculiarly to free men ; 
and that, habituated to a certain point 
of political fervitudei it can neither feel 
nor appreciate, the real value of politicid 
freedom. I will not difpute the frivoli- 
ty of the general qbaradler ariiing from 
a frivolous education^ or that their fo^ 
lies, and even crimes, have been natural- 
ized into manners frqm the continued 
contemplation of thofe manners in a cor- 
jupt^d court, whither hitherto all t^eir 
views have been habitqally dirc^ed. But 
what I contend for, and what witl be 
obvious f 9 ^ny pbferyer, is, ^hat there i^ 
fufficient energy, anid firm foundatioii'tp 
H 3 build 
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build up a people 'zetilous of good 
works, wpiLby of ihc principles they 
hav€ now adopted, and of the deftiny tt> 
which iliey afpire. Already awdndexful 
rcverfe has been effefled. The effemina- 
cy of the Sybarite^ wiih which we have 
hitherto reproached them, has been 
changed alternately into Roman firm- 
nefsand Tartarean ferocity. Effemina- 
cy and cruelty are oftentimes not remote 
from each oth^r : but if there are pages 
in the hiftory of the revolution which 
the friend of liberty will try to efface 
with his tears ; there are volumes alfo 
which he will hold up with pride to the 
admiring world. The gallants whom I 
have keti parading in the public walks 
with their miftrefles, in all the ftyle of 
foppery and diffipation, are now tranf- 
formed into hardy foldiers, expofed to 
all 'the inclemencies of an intemperate 
leafdn, with fcaroely tents to cover them, 
arid!' making often the bare earth their 

bed* 
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bcdi But, if there be any thing in lo**' 
cality of fituation to give energy to fen* 
timent ; if you could draw deeper fighs' 
with Petrarch in- wandering along the 
valley^ and hanging over the fountain^ of 
Vauclufe J or feel ftronger enthufiafni/ 
and more poetic foul, in viCting the* 
hallowed tomb of Virgil — you will find 
fotne excufc for my intemperance, if it: 
be fuch, when you kupw that I am urrit'^^ 
ing to you from the table at which Beau-&: 
rppah'e wrote his adieu, and in the roonv- 
in which he died. 

You remember the event : the perilous, 
circiimftances in which we were then 
placed, caufed it to be more flightly no- . 
ticed thaji it deferved. When the Pruf^j 
fians had invcfted Verdun> and fummwi- 
ed Beaurepaire to furrender, the Duke of : 
Brunfwick received for anfwer, that the 
command of the place was intruded to 
him by the French nation ; that he felt, 
bimfelf refponfibje for the truft, ^nd • 
H 4 ttiould 
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Qiould yicM it otilf wiih his 18e. -The 
Duke iignified to'^iin^mre^jr^*Ato; did 
the defence of the plaee defend ^hipk 
alone, he had no doubt^|>i)i^k nould^he 
well maintained, though he miiiHibe^vejcy 
fenfible that, the work( whidi hfi ii^ 
erefted, and the advantage^giyen by (be 
poffeffion of all the neighbouiing heigb€s» 
would make it impoflible for him ito 
maintain k long r but, before l^e.coa*- 
firmed himfelf in this j:efoliKioDs he 
would refer him to adccreeof the Aflfcm- 
bly, which gave the municipality, in all 
cafes fimilar to the prcfent, the controul 
of the comtnander ; and begged him as 
a good citizen to take their advice, and 
re-con fid er the fummons he had given. 
Thefuddcn furrenderof Longwi by its 
gbvejnor, had induced the Affembly to 
pafs this decree, having at that moment 
trlore confidence in the courage^ of the 
municipal officer^ of fortified tow^a, tbaA 
jri'thegooJl faith of the comrnartdets* 

But> 
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ted . f^TclpCHpi^i ?^9nF-«-^fcr whff a -> Bca^^ 

fedli^Hrthe jjf^i^tftic.o^xhortatioA. o£. tbe 

Doke of Branfit^kLi confuliccd tb^^vil 

officers, Ee :ioimd v.rh^i* profpeiSl i^ 

66,006 PraffiansoD tfaC' biUs^ and. A 

few thells which they bad thrown ijyta 

(be coii^n by way of amuretneni, poq^ 

ftroQg proQ&for their municipal nerms^ 

All the ar^umems that valour qould in^ 

ffure*, allchc perfuaficvos that patriotifrrv 

could diflate ; all the expoftulacions that 

the (cnfe of (baoie could provoke. Beau*: 

rtpaira urged in vain. To die for their 

country was no part of their municipal 

creed, and they were nearly unanimous 

ta forrenden Once more he attempted 

to animate chem : they were deaf to hii 

remonftrances, and figned the capitular* 

tton» He had refolved to make his way 

through the enemy, with as many a^ 

be could prevail on to follow him -, but 

H 5 liis 
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his' purpofe was betriytd'.' 'Ovdrtoftiie 
With Ihame, withall the mdigriatidn f biat 
arifesin- the bread bf aTcfldfer ^^the 
pfofpedtof dillionouri and*^ ftie viftuons 
feritiments which give morethata eliva* 
tion to the foul of the patriot, he with- 
drew from this tribunal, whofc coward 
fouls, like the dahees of Cafitncre, feared 
nothing fo little as difgrace, and nothing 
fo much as danger. Verdun was furren- 
dercd. The 'municipality was fafe^ and 
received the compliments of the Pruffiari 
jjomtnander. Beaurepaire was gone be« 
jrond the reach of their flattery or their 

--triumph. Like Cato, his indigoatioo, 
ihe paflion of great fouls, had overcome 
every other fentiment : he could not fur- 
vive the liberty of his country ; and, 
more virtuous than, Cato, fince thcrgno- 

• ininy of gracing the triumph of C^w 

Was t6b perfonal a motive,^ he fought. rC'- 

foge from difliottour in death* 

-' The concierge tells me^ that h-e heard 

^ ' 2 • the 
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die. report of the piftoli but had no ide$ 
iha\ it proceeded from bis chamber^ as 
]aitf h^ but a tew oiinutes before^ on en- 
tewng ity found the commander writing 
w^th fuch earjaeftn^fsj that he was heed- 
l6& of his being there. Beaurepaire was 
found fallen from his chair, with a fev^ 
figns of life yet remaining ; they placed 
him on the bed, where he inftantly ex- 
pired* 

*^ Tbc chamber where the good man meets hU, fat^^ 
** Is prWikged beyond the common walks. 
**^ Of virtuous life." 

The prefent was a fan£tuary too facrect^ 
for municipal officers or Pruffians, and^ 
therefore had been kept (hut, from a va" 
riety of motives, by both parties, till the 
arrival of the French, when thehofpita- 
lity of Kellermann gave it me fop qiy. re*- 
fidence whilft in Verdun* The National 
Affembly have decreed funeral honours* 
to the memory of this gej^^raus comman- 
der, whxj^, urged by tbofe impaffionedi 
'' • H& motives 
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moiives whicb are^ peculiar to cfevated 
miads, iiad chofen death niihefiihan £br- 
viyc.tjhc cowardly furreadicr which his 
efforts could not prevent, at>d. whicb* 
therefore^ in. a life of unfuUied l^onour, 
would have left no ftain. I know not 
how rigid moralifts^ill eftimate this .ac- 
tion, or whether they will enter into the 
feeiings^ of the Af&mbly, who, by order- 
ing his reniains to be depofited in the 
temple dedicated to great men, have 
given their &ai£lion to this atfl of virtue, 
and deflroyed that prejudice fo f&tal to 
Jieroifn^, which, taking from .man the 
privilege of chooGng the moment of his 
4eflth,. t^es from him that firmnefs of 
Xoul v^bich is fo neceflky to bear it. No 
ages have beep more &rtile in txgmpkli 
of great courage, heroic -virtues, and tar 
. Jents uiefiil to focicty , |han t}i^ ia mhkk 
Stoicifm irfpired ihatci^ergy wibich.)^ 
)|ien to ^eyote fheir jive^ to.tb^ defef^ 
of ihe f e(^ub^^ ,4^,990%, ji^i£ei^«^ 

have 



hzvcjmort honourtd mankind, tkan thofc 
whO)j?ifing fuperior to prejudices, have 
fliorteried their courfc bj^ a voluntary ter- 
minationtf 

The Aflembly have provided liberally 
for his vridow, and placed his foD under 
the prote6tion of the nation. Its prefi- 
iJent, Heraultdc Lechelles, was ordered 
to coihmunicate this detree to Madame 
Beaurepaire, which he has done in the 
following letter : 

*• h.t brave Beaurepaire, votre epouat^ 

a termini parunemtortheroique quarante 

ai>s d'uhe vie .pr^cieiife ; il n*a pu fe re* 

foudre a vivfe dans une villc qui n'^toi^ 

f)a$) FraD9aife $ i( lafiTetin grand modele 

i^tous les foldats de la libett6. UAflcm^ 

Mfe Nafionale, fehlGMe a votre pertc, qui 

4Si a* la fois une pcrte publique, mc 

charge devous ccirire, ct de vous envoyer 

ied^ct-etqu'elle vient de rendxe ; vous y 

Vtrr^jfe, MadameV que' la nation Fran^ajlc 

ift d%aed*avtolf dci^BtutuspoujT la d6fen- 

u'-i dre. 



^f 
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dre. Pmffe la reconnoiflance de la patrie 
confoler votre douleur, et celle du fils 
qui vous rcfte. Son pere efl: mort pour 
laliberte— puiffe-t-il vivre long temspour 
elle ! II ne peu.t manqucr d'etre un heros, 
s^il fe rappelie toiyours qu^il eft le fils 
de Beaurepaire." 

On bis tomb is to be engraven this 
infcriptioh ; " H atma mieux mourir, 
que c^itukr avec les lyrans." 

And think you, my patriotic friend, 
that minds like thefe can be fubdued? 
No — Liberty will be faved ; and the love 
of their country be the ruling paffioa, 
whilft there conti?nue to exift fuch men 
4s the voluntceF foldiers of the battalions 
ef Paris, fuch undaunted guardians of the 
rights of men as Georges of Varennes, 
and fuch heroic coinmanders as Beaure*- 
pairc of Verdun, 



LET- 
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LETTER VI. 



Rhcims, November 2, r793> • 
Firft Year of tbe French RcpaU£e. 



rfEAVING the generals in purfuit of 
the enemy, in their own territory, after 
having driven them from that of France 
(for Longwi was evacuated more readily 
than Verdun), we have fince employed 
ourfelves in vifiting the neighbouritig 
frontier towns, and wandering over fdme 
of thofe parts of the country which have 
been the fcenes of aftion during this 
memorable campaign. From the walls 
of this city detachments of the invaders 
had been frequently feen ; as the'cartip 
of Suippe, the laft but ohe before the 
retreat, commanded in equal direftions 
both this town and Chalons. We pur- 
pofe remaining here a day or two to re-' 

. pair 



i6o iTetters 

pair ourvehicle^ which has been com- 
pletely disjointed, as well as to prdciH'e 
fome little tcpofe taoUrfelves; This city 
is chiefly noted as the place fiicred to the 
confecratlon of the kings of France ; bat 
ihoiagh its occupation begone, at leaft 
for the prefent, the holy relic, with which 
the Holy Ghoft complimented them for 
this important pnrpofe, yet remains. The 
truth of the hiftory of this (andified prt- 
fent haSj at^ll times, been doubted by 
philofophers, and thofe whoreafon; and 
it has beea fufpedted, that the faith of 
priefis and courtiers lias not been always 
|}i>{haken. But the trt3th of a good ftory 
ou^ht mver to be doubted ; and as it 
tvM-ned Out fomuch to the profit of thefi; 
two orders, they were AOt^mucb intereft** 
ed to eoquire ioto the evidence^ If 
you bai^e any curiofity to examine tb^ 
fad, yon will find a detailed a^scountof 
the mirack in Drnn Bjcutheli's Gloricf 
of the C&urch Triiampbaai ; or you will 

meet 
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meet with us m\^ch as willfatisfjr you kk 
Voltaire's 4^ridgcnaeat of tbij part of it^ 
Glories^ and hi$ lively comments oa the 
miracle in f\\^c&iotu • 

TJhe CQvmtcy through which w^ hay< • 
p^ed^ has been. under the governineac 
of the Aullrianand emigrant armies for 
fomc months f as it was that, part wtttch. * 
bordered more immediately on Brabant, . 
fropa which their column marched pa^r, 
r^U^! with that of the PrufSan^ in.tbeur 
advance towards Paris. /Iheiie arAiea 
apfKroacfaed at die twcr paflos of La Croix 
and Gvand Pr^^ as I have before cnezi«< 
tlonedy and formed their juD^lion tmme^ 
diately after. The capture ofuhi^cneigh- 
bowing towns would ,bav/c beet of gJ^eat ^ 
moment ; and as detachments frequeody* * 
appeared. at their gates,^ which: abey * 
might have entered without much reiiftt* 
anee, itappears lingular that it waa not ^ 
accompUfhed* Tiie foreflt of Argotme, 
indecdy/and ^ die .^i&iihatioQ of^iHeav^ea ' * 
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in rain, and peftilence, and fominc, ftood 
between them : far which the holy flafk, 
in remoter ages, as the paliadium of 
Rheims, would have been worfhipped 
. with more devout gratitude, and held up 
as an objeft of greater fandity and ve- 
neration. 

I will not trouble you with the detail 
of any of the operations of this campaign 
previous to the invafipn of the PruflSans ; 
the removal of camps from Orchies to 
Maubeuge~-thefkirmi(hesatSc. Amand, 
Bavay, and Mezieres.-p— Thefe were only 
the amufemcnts of the traitors on ooc 
fide, and the fport of the Auftrian gene- 
rals on the otlier, to keep out of light 
the grand operation which was then con* 
certing between the French and German 
cpurts.. Of the three generals employed 
on this occafioa, Rochambeau retired 
early in difgufl, with fome pre-feptiinent 
moft likely of vvt)at was tafpllpw* Luck* 
nerw^s far .^dywtjed in bjs fwond 

infancy, 
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infaocf, and eafily impofedon. The 
game was alto^tber in the bands of La 
Fayette, whole military ignorance, hrs 
apok^fts would fay, but whofe irealau, 
which hiftory will record, have been ex- 
piated by his prefentj and probably yet 
greater misfortunes. After leaving the 
army, we direded our courfe along the 
Meufe to Moutmedy, through that part 
of the country which lies between this 
river and the Duchy of Luxembourg* iti 
the.Auftrian territory. Verdun was left 
binder the direction of a provtHonal ad<» 
mtniftration, and a flight garrifon. It 
contained a great number of Pruffiansi 
who were recommended to the care of ih€ 
French by the Duke of Brunfwick, and 
who were tobefent forwards when cured. 
The villages around were filled alfo with 
the fick, for whom no fuch provifioA 
was made, and who probably, when re- 
covered, will fcrve in the French armies. 
The town, delivered from its apprehcn* 

fions. 
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fic^ns, hfida0t]m^d:its ctfual gaiety; the 
(Ireeu were beginmng/tOiiK Fe^pavedi 
(be iQorcbflln^ivere expoiu^gtbeir^pds^ 
a.11 bqC'the d^aler^ m t^ chief m^nvifac- 
tory o£ tbCftowa^nUQ, greater part of 
which the. prufliafi^ h^d bopght >vhen 
.tbey^pok tJKir.leav^j and th^ reft the 
^effiaw b^ ftolen. Without troppsr to 
4cfend the neighbouring h€(gbts> which 
ccwiinand tbe town on twry, fide, it 
fycmst iXNffi itri^cige that it$ 4^«nc^ 
ihoald be under taken» except as a tem^ 
poiTairy ot^cle to the progrefs of the 
enemy, than that it (hould have furnen* 
^ercd fo foa]». It was, neyertbelefi^ 
irom the ^riFcmpftances, . cowardly iut- 
Irendered, though one muft form naany 
l^polegiei for it3 inhabitants, who» un* 
^ccJMftomed e^ven to the noife of cannon, 
^d begpn to feel^ome of its fatal cfieAs* 
We^ f9j}pd,thftowR,, divided ift its ,j^ 
;nPWfe»i >^WFh. f^igh^, hfyp .hepgaaUp 
tMWt^f 9i^m ^»Mi;agjCi>ej^j^^hc 
,/U.i bilhap, 
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biftiop, with the higtrer disrgy, the 
bourgeds, and many x}f thofe.wbo bad 
degaat houfes,^ oa the^ooe hand ; sind 
the inferior order- <rfpriefts, *fce lower 
dafi, and the wbmeh, da the otheK 
The indignation of the comm^hder u^as 
not peculifeir or fatal to himfelf iterie. A 
young foWier, the fon of a triferthant at 
Troyes^ overcome with ftiamcij^hfen the 
Pruffians entered the town, and unable 
to reftrain his emotions, rufhed forward 
ffotn his ranks, and with his knife at« 
tempted to kill* a general officer, whofe 
looks of fatisfadlion had raifed his defpair 
into pbfenfy. He was inftantly foized, 
and awaited an exemplary puniQi^edt 
In a prifon made on the*walk% Her 
however deceived the fenate, by preci- 
pttating himfelf into the river that flowed 
beneath ; where he was drdwAed before 
any Unwelcome alfiftaiiGcC cotiW have 
beeniflfcrrdcd him. Thi& fort of uiijiifti* 
£^«&fi^an6h £ad dften i^or exte^ ^ 
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cifed oh the invaders ^ and' one of the 
complaincs^ of the Prince de LigneV Ict- 
tir^ isibe frequency of kscottimitnoh by 
the peaiknts and nationail guaixi^, tvho 
have generally more of the ardour dmn 
of the warineft or.difcipline of foldiers. 
When the attack was made on Stenay, 
from which Dillon retreated, fomeof the 
inhabitants imprudently continued the 
defence, by firing from the boufesatthe 
entrance of the town. One of thofe na- 
tional guards wa^ made prifoner, and he 
did not deny the charge, that he had 
fired two or three fhot with the intention 
of killing the commander j though he 
was ignorant that the regular troops who 
defended che |)lace had retreated. Dur- 
ing the time that the Auftrian and emi- 
--grant camp remained at Stenay, he was 
brought out on the parade at a certain 
hour every day, and underwent, with 
fome, feverity, thcf military puniftimcnt 
of thcfcourge/ 'The- law of the mani- 

fcfto 
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fefto of the Duke of Brunfwick was di- 
rect as XQ the crime and its. atonement ; 
and therefore thisi daily torture was cer* 
taifUy an jn&ingfsmcot of the letter, as 
the expiation was only death« This con* 
cluOoii to his fufferings he received the 
day preceding the departure of the army ; 
there was no appeal, and on the part of 
the fufferer there was no murmur. For 
the fake of the example, the people were 
permittctjl to be prcfent. He was or- 
dered to confefs his crime on his knees, 
and the juftice of his fentence ; which 
he refufed, as he acknowledged neither. 
He then prepared himfelf for death, 
which, amidft the cries and lamentations 
of his fiiends, unreftraincd by the pre- 
fence of the Auftrians, he underwent; 
declaring with his laft breath, that he fell 
a willing inartyr to tb^ liberties of his 
country, *» et quoiqueje meurs> Vivela 
Nation V* Having been adtive in pro- 
moting a fpirit of patriqtifm in his town 

and 
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and nel^hbobrh6od,\he Ws r^ re- 
gfetted'by the ihhaibitantti / atAo^gSMfiotii 
Kclias lefr a' wi46^«r^ttcf rtiiieiJ'!6h1ldttii; 
Infficiently pfbvidea^'^For;- iibcJtii*'i!^^(5t 
anjr thin^ from tfiVnafibh^bii't^'ife ^^tU 
tudc to the memoify t>f^fhea'fitHen 
iTiat He' was Imprudent, caiitiofc be ^c* 
riied. Tliatfdme''exarhpWs^etfe ntidMi 
faVjrto check ifiH irregulafraodfe^W^ittl 
fdckf, ifaay be admitted V* but' the '^a^jJll. 
cation of rtie law to eVer/cafe, '^aS^iiot 
iti the fame fpirit of juftice, ' Of tliii lATfi 
appliditfoh the little tbwn or village bf 
Vbges wai5 aft inftanre; It wis biiilttoh 
^^^ibuhtairi; ^*hich commanded theadja* 
<?itnt '^laiti 1h' * fevery direiftion ; and' ftad 
probably been, at fome pefiod/a p6ff of 
ftrengthl it wbuld "have been Tolly^m 
its inhabitants to have defended it againft 
any confiderabfe force:' but "as the ad- 
vanced guard of armies are fbmcuSftleJ 
p>eeeded In Mir ' m'arcH bf'tb^MHts, 
Wfiom a ftatc of* ^t fets lioft ff6W Hie 
'' ''brdldary 



onflii^ary rtftrAints of foctetjr^ thejr had 
determined to dc&nd their Tilltgc aod 
their property^ whore refiftance had the 
probabilicy of being eSe^uaU Accords 
itigl}s n-hen a detachment from the ad* 
vanced guard of tltc enemy tippeafed» it 
met with a fevcrc fcpulfe. They nc^ 
turned however fooa with a confiderabb 
reinforcement, and renewed tbeatrack. 
The. national guard defended it wirti 
g;reat valour as long as it was tenable; 
but, orerpo^vcred by immbersi they were 
obliged to furrenden Ti^is was a cafe 
which was not contained in the ftatutes 
of the maoifcfto. Here was no trea* 
cbery, but an open and manly defiance* 
It w^ however agreed by <he aflailaats, 
thati as the defence was not made k^^ 
copding to the articles of war, and the 
defenders were not all dothed in uni« 
f^rra^ that they were mK t^ntitled to (he 
ufua} terms $ tliough they did not defervf 
the cjctretmft pumfliaieiit. XH the. fate 

VOL. HI* I of 
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gfetted^ the ihtiabicanb / atAoAg^Stii 
Kc has lefr'a Wi^bv^attcf rti'rtl8'!feh«dft<i; 
rnfficiently prbvidea^'^For;* h'bc^tii*'i!^^(5t 
anjr thing fromtKe^nafitih^iit-te i^tU 
tudc to Che tntmoi^ bf ^^fhea 'fitH^n 
That He* was imprudent, caiitic* be ^c^ 
riied. That fdme- examples ^'eit'^titifct^ 
faV/ 16 check ifih irregulatmodb^ftf ^*iti 
fickf, liiajr be admitted V'b\ir^he'-a^j>il. 
cation of rtie law to eVer/care,''^ai''6ot 
jH thefame fpirit of jufticc: * OhUH rirTfl 
appU6itfoh the little tbwn or village 6F 
Vb'ges'wAs aft inftance. " It wis built ^oh 
^^^ibufitairi; ^*hich commanded the'adja* 
«nt ^kiti 1h' * feirery direiftion ; and' liad 
probably been, «^omcperiod,*a pcff of 
ftrdngthl It would 'have been Tblly^m 
its inhabitants to haVe di^fended itagainft 
any confiderable force:' but "as tbc ad- 
vihc^d guard of armies are IbAiclSAieJ 
jp^eeeded In 'flii'tr ' marcli' by'i'dtiio's, 
^hom a ilatc of ^t ftti l6otb f^6trf tlic 

^^^brdldary 
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^tetormtncJ to defend iheir riil*^ ^^ 

P^^b>hty of belageffcdtual, Accold! 
^nJ* r **" * d««h«ent from the ad. 

*«. as the defence wa,„«„^e«c. 
^Jdmg to ,he aitide, of war. «d the 
Jtfendcrs were not all do^hed in urn- 
Wtt, that they wete o« ^„tided to 0»e 
^IM*I terms J tiiOHgfi thejr did not dcfetv^ 

^ «<»«neft Ruoifliajent. „0« tbC: *«? 
T®'- »i. I ■" of 



inajiianfwer jbirBr: in ^h\p JM^utage o^jihc 
£encN,faa rtraftfl^ted bj^i:^mi%ufcfe: 

Jion5>:y? iTjeek an4 dove-like ligcRj^^ye 
innooeof and iiead«r .woJvt^ yc foft and 
xbriftianbcarted hy^«»^iga, fight .^ 
iiatdqs^ of ;tiie great king^ but: iked iip 

.'r tAiS .d)e ieafon had (b ifar advance 
!^l)efore ih^ Pru0ians took the fields ^ 
vcainpaigQ would have been ibtfted be- 
\^re liongw^t and Yerdntii had aajf. kbd 
.o<)£affiflbaQC€ ;beea;givcn < to theit: rtowns. 
^Thc yoteUr of: the. defenders pi Thion- 
i vUk hieldio vxb«>k a longi time a codfi- 
Il4^niNi&ipri:e» andTefifted it ndthc&A. 
LA^QYou^iisay defolaie the fastcefSf jaod 
3 uol: ka^OBe 'i6;^)ffie:i>nb rfn^bt^v" «^clU 
?i \8lmf^Q isf tflied mi\» Smmo»n§jVJ^t 

4 r : rixicdy, 



j tiied^y Where' cbekiiig Had ifiTeilckd 

hate li^d^bb'coarT) hsd lie fdccetdtd' In 

ins '^fcape^ would teite modk the fame 

noble t |»£^m:&/ if^the ' patfioniiii . of 

tb^ xniintripalit'y^' «4iich, from whar I 

! vrkneflfed, was* riot infpoffibb, had 

i motttttcd dhly tb tWe'^eigfer of* that of 

Verdtaii. This town xvas often ntc% 

I naced, the enemy* having ■ unihten-upted 

\ poffisffionof the coufiiry ^roundi «i{xdf- 

' cf ally after the recrea( from Sceriay^ akil 

the fuccef^of chePruffianft io^eirmaipek^ 

towards : Qeraaoat. The great ibrce 

which^k would require to make any tin- 

- prefllpa, and the length of time neteflairy 

vo^ivduco it, had tnadethen^^baiidon 

4beentefrprife $ fbr, ^ itvdependeiv^ly d£ tfle 

iftreng^h of the works nbove groundiaod 

Ixiow^ with which the eoetny were^wi^ffU 

'aeqiKiiQCed^ its iituation alone iVotiM 

hfave'detxianded!anotht3r artirfiDi kore 

^'ibrced ic'lf^ li*l%fhder.^^^^ 

ibfUiri oH a^bftyiMG6AMtt^bu«^<xiii0de/fi4^ 

.v^.i- --I3 as 



as fhe p^lwers^ ^ rflk R^rly . perpepdicutir «f 
004, the heights arouipd are;at.fo.gi^^tj ;a 
4jftapiqe,; ikac .iJicir gofieffion i,taj «j*^ 
en^my ;fV€iu]d be tuaayi^iMllg- ir$/iarii.]F 
fitiia^ion ^omcnaiwi^ a .finrvmwelQfijg 
ibc yaill^y ai)d die, woods f throt^ii» 
which runs the ftv^r Chijirs in a vafie.ty 
of romantic windiags. Ontheother.Gcte 
are fcea th^.blea^ hlH? in (he. A^ftfi^a 
leffjcoryi <wit^iQ the diftancc «»f half a 
MgvJe*^ , There :i*.BQriiingia;ilit8 ww* 
itfelf ;W0J?th)F4pC 9 jo^aI iiefidc9iee,.l0r{$ 
4pc& i?oc, coQ^in 2Q0 hoofirtf and U^t^ 
fpyriie^^s and ariftocracf wx>uld bavf 
j^ufll fptpc -diffipiiky, fatil the plan ^ 
ffc^ppiucce^dcdy to have la^t- with ac** 
iPOOMiaGdaripB^ TbejTccreat oCthe At^w 
jrians: bs^d^ jvft re leafed the inbabitamj 
jTroai^bcif^^oftiin^metif s aad as novifit^ 
^T^ot irnxsikti had made their appeatw 
*aMt? in ibefiB:r?gkni3r fincc they had be% 
€fm9 ihevfear.i^f i»df, \Ke ivcrreleiacaAiuned 
«MK,CcrupQlpdly. Owcpafipojtis^gdd^ 



US re^iy entrance through the gates, and 
WIS? urulerWent the military refearch with- 
out much difficulty. But the municipki 
IJky were mofc ceremonious ; and ffcarin^ 
that treaibn might lupk in fome cornerv 
ond cffcapc the ticCAiftomcd ^ abfervancei 
we were compelled to give an accourft 
of' our parentage, birth, and educatiohv 
M well as the evidence df bur pairioiifm 
ftnd friendHiip to the republic. Aflei* 
fhi$ inquiliiorial refearchi and a variety 
of (hreu^ aiid fage remark^ made by 
fSe -munfcipd o£cerr> one of^hom war 
fwticularly minute iii his enquiries where 
IM meant next to bend our courfe, w^ 
ivere permitted to retire. Aiber dtnnei^ 
M there was nothing fufficiendy intereft*^ 
ing to detain ys, we ordered poft-horfei^ 
to Sienay; when.Ottr cicerone entered^ 
asd advKed us to take the road throiigb 
Sedan. It w^as in vain that ^we'fc^^ 
felted to him that we did not wifli toga^ 
taSe^an ;' thlt pur^utti laj>$l|rou^b]tlBiS 
1 4. former: 



the ei^erpy. Befidcs^ in gotng triunftr, 
Ve (Hould meet Willi pcift-tiarfe hfeiflittr 

at^LapFerie norCangnan, villages we hatt 
40.' pats ; and' the delay woi^ %d ^^x- 

tronely inconvenient. >AIIi (hefe objec- 

ti(\ns^ he comhated with more warmiih 
^ihan^opc ufually pcrniii^ a friend In in^t- 

ters whicih are (o pergonal ; and as^fec 
^ofitinued to be preffing, I enquired inc 
:C4V»rf qf the intered he took in our'ac- 
-ixommocfotion, and found that this'ma- 
alter. 




accommodation ; but.haVihg been at'ine 




tioa 



lci?gt^)i^^t ^ i??a4. tp^Sycnay through 

Sed^i^. was about ttf^c.iimes as far ^as 

j^([; direa bii^i t\iat it. would bq im- 

poffiblc to get a tcjay of. horfcs on\tbc 

way J and that- tjie night wouI4 dofc 

ere ^<f-.reached.the place of even his dcjP 

tination ; but ftiil it was clear' to him 

that .our bed road mud be tliat of Sedap« 

Xlie motives of this municipal officer 

were fo contemptible, that iodignatidn 

would have been mifplacedi I iiicrefoi« 

laughed at him, making (omeJ;eflgdi6ris> 

6a the union pf bis two profefljohs 6f ' 

magidrate and poft-mafterjK^ aa^ cblU 

cluded on gping.td Stenay. . Itlwas;Wx* 

dent, however, thatl had not conceived 

a fufEcient idea of his importance or aii- 

ihoritVi for, on my return from a wallt 

:Qn the ramparts, I met n^y fpHow-traTeU 

let/ who. with loolf^ pCgr^^^ difmay, 

CO;. ^"^ 
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informed me t^t wc were put in a ftate 
:C^ ijrreft. - This the pqft-mauer, in^^ii^ 
tratp h^mCclf confirmed; havine &ad 
;rcafon,, ^npc. my departur.e from tfifc 
|ioiif<p, to fufp^ft' u^ as* difaffeftcd^^a^ 
jJtat therefore liifi fliQuld order our dcteiv- 
yw till the arriv^ of the comman^cir^ 
which migh^t pnobaWy be deferred a dajr 
or two» as he was gone to Longtvi. Ii> 
my s^Kence he bad terrified. my compa^ 
•uiopi whofe gtiilr^ asa Pruflian, had pre* 
kfite4, to b^s imagination a tho^fand 
mpdes . of difcovcry, and whpfe fears ^f 
^mujBicipal.punifliment Bad terrified him 
,JntQtoaes of fubmiflion. As I had na 
. guilt pf this fort| I had no fears, a4ci 
.^thfrefore told thjs cpnftitufed prbteftor 
^)of the rights of men, that I hod hitherta 
/taken, him for a . fool, and had only 
^ aiDttfcd mj'fclf with liis folly j ttat *"! 
,4aow difcovped he was a'^naye/and 
,tl>erefqre felt, the moft iije^preMbJf. con- 
tipmpt.both for himfelfjand his menaces. 

As 



FROM F^R ^ fi c'l tnq. 

-* -K a T r 3 a f^f 

As^ta our detention,., be ^id better con- 

fuk his brother officers: for^iiy 'tJwti part. 

t {Kould, witbput iny relbfUnce^ a^vait; 

tljic return of the comniandetj Mfhpm I 

.came to vi^^Ui^ and r^retied 6nly that I 

moilld be compelled torejiort^ on my ar-t 

rival at Paris, his conduft as'a mUnicipa) 

officer^ which was as dShoti curable to 

the republic as it was difgraccful to him* 

felf. I did not awat£ hfs anfwer, but 

tODlc another waUE;/and fdund at my re« 

^^ our chaife at the door^ witk the 

jpoft-mafter as obfeqtiioui vA he had 

%een bdfore infofent. We drove' out of 

the gates, with the perluafioo, on my 

part, that I had leftured or frightened 

kiixi into virtue,— No • fucb thing; my 

febrripanion had agreed 'to pay »hlhi 

double th6 fare to Steriiy; which irii* 

qukous eontraft, not having previouH/ 

, leceived my alftnti 't hindered him iht 

next morning from firifiliriig.' This ifrHhA 

'ti^'eiaftid'h' Var^ifl itfetf;Hof«tlfe^tt.^ 



«J? .toftJF^f ^*b%ii 



f ai 



<iaftar4iy_4ca^Wf :^ fpcb jWprtJMjlIwftj 
Crpm .whotn> if bo&^fty,i«;B» fi^isU^aoMwi 
toifm jqitull: be ftjU i^ore FCtvoce. ^ v ; nrx 
J The .whole cQvm^ry.}x«wfeii; Yicr^m 
and Rhf:i(n^ prf^ptf4 a»w}?q^(liWiCt» 
oi(tbe 0iuti9g,es»>aRd ,4i;y aiiations>>ojr w^ru 
H^re w<! ,/ou|nji tb^ ip<»fi"»t,; J^aq^f nfwgjr 
the lofspf his lij|rvfft,i of .^biffh tb^ewte 
my had^defptoiled bun io their p«9$igei|( 
|here the oyv^er^ o^ /iiffonpfitd ch»teMi9^. 
mt'iiUjed^^Pj wraiM^Cf, pvej iVqilWJ«s.!j»C' 
tferyutitu|,ayei\ijcs |^nd garrfeiviiiM?^ 







BMk0«P|)iifl'iga! for bdr' caJTfigei by the 
removal of the tswtafiis of hoffcs, ancj 
ciftea to toritfrt>motlr walk 'hot to tread 
MPthbf^ =6f fnehy to which the fpccd of 
the '^ enemy had biJy fiiflTered them vol 
^iforta half the riresr^ at)d wliicb th^ 
elianty or Iciifure of the piafant had not 
yei permitted him to finiflhr. Of this 
ktt^>-of defolmioh the trirts' we met 
wfeh^ould be deemec! incredible. Mrby . 
anfeigife w^ paffed ^Mr6 it 'was 'mi 
poiflJt>lc to withdi'aw our view' at every . 
ne^x^rom ihkfc inftances of momhtVj . 
aild ^(i'fotiie places they were fo frc« 
^^ht^ that;^ tmlefs means a^c faken by 
tlite*ae]>iifttfiertT^s^r<:) remedy i^\ %\'^^\d 
•ierefer^in^lS t>i^iW4'iir thus ^ 
1>^1 tmratcd 



tSl .LETT hJBiS/ -i 

turaced viHsili putrefcenc^^ilDe'eflSds cnaf 
jH-ov^ alxuihdamly ^trsiU ' The triumphs 
icven of liberty appear gloibiis but ai: a 
di&ulcd Thofe who have^ihii bigbeft 
reliOi for the blefllng, and psizrit'moft; 
muft have the love of it deeply rboccd 
in theif hearts not td ftiodd^ sd the 
tne^ures by which it is obtafoed. Roufr 
^m, m lus declaratioti ttiNtt a revc^hif^ 
tion wastobdcaPi if it cdft.but the life 
jpf one citi^n, h^d never wandered over 
afield of battk, or bis feiafibllity^ to^ 
^xquifite to advife its acquifition bf 
tteans. fo ferocious^ would have de&roy- 
edj in ils efnbryo, that fine offspring oi 
his genius, which has nerved the aj:ii) qf 
xkt lepubHc io its greeacft infaacy » 
ftraitgfe'ibe two dreadful fcrpents of t|ie 
oNorth;* and whofe gigantic manhood 
tviil^ wirii tnppe than Herculean foreev 
purge die wo^ld of die remaining /poa^ 
Aorsihatinf^it;. ^ 

Tbe'cWnfeiy dsf«U|Cjd'bf ythtfr^rajajr^ 



<^£ xb€ Firoffiftooohsflabr prc&nted pftMr 
dt^cal. prorpe&s». jomiptitd wicb^tkac ^ 
the. AtillrmnA ft&d^b« ^nignintt. I 
iho^\d iflacbyour faelirf wire X.m rcr 
cauat ca you aUcits horfdra. So^ie^iciFr 
)8tt(siftax|C«» •of it kave made impi^effioo^ 
Ob my mttid^ which will ne«ec be rc^ 
mov^d; and ^I am coovinced that if 
princtk^ and die mmmts or mioifteFs of 
princes^ could be compelled to fschand 
vrew bodily the mifertes^ they create^ 
tFis great fcourge of tbd human race 
tiiuft have a fpccdy tef mraatioiu The 
great order which reigned aoioogft the 
PruiBans^ and thieir ri^d difcli^ineb btd 
prcferved them from the Tarieiy oS 
'v^retchedaefs which prevailed in the 
other ftrmy^ whofe luxory ated oftenta^ 
tibn; when they went forth to conquergi 
efpecially diofe of the emig^nt nobleflt> 
could be equalled only by die mifecj 
and defpair that overwhelmed tbem> ie 
Uri^ht« ^ Wbeie the {nrioo^phr ofho^ 
•^ ^ ©our 



fcltmi vvh9 1 meaos .of ? iubfiAcnc^ (,> vhijft 
tb^ A>uli6^ had IsrUe elfe at tbo oi^tr 
fee &dft iWat fabnmip^'ai^dtJi^friefKlftup: 
of the / emigrant prtnecs > w , i K4y ; 0n^ 
pr(^ncc4' fptAaclcs itbfltv womW M^'^ 
naotredthd heart of the fiermfiir^ul^ir: 
c&ti to commiieratfoa. Qeiief;4l4c(Cfii^ 
tioris interefli us but liulc. The Rpmaiie 
rbetoricTan ba^ dbfcrvcd, that i|» ciry 
taken by ;(!h)rm,t^ an army ilai^igbtei^ft 
IcA^e lirtle efftd): on the niiodi wbilftjiw^ 
tnbltintdtGaraat;i}it& miautci dlftr^f^ ^, 
jQfantinhoc<noe> 4nd ft^rt up ^rit^ }tf»p» 
rof at the ihriek^ i^ violated mpdefty^ 
Mknyin&mciei of Jndivid^al 0)^^y vfijet 
behehl: ;i&L<Hir joura$y» : with ^j4i^\ 



iK€^^^ hift^V 'Shite '^)i*<^iWfc ha43 

rc]rdd j^'ftpdo^ed' IvMl xhe j|(r]*ecUs rof^ ixiicnt; 
atid liorfes/ *a4id in-<a oountry iwhiclt/t 
irbm its ddblateaad^ tinkiteretiliog -;ij[)yi 
^amttcc/: contributed Tatlitr to r^i^der) 
thefcenc more gboiuy . The njghi- wa3 , 
^p^Dachiog when we»camein flght.of a* 
lofcy m<yunuin ac the diftancobf afi^gtic^j 
Wbich we were to travcrfe^ if wc ii)Mttt> 
t<y cominue our journey.; from wbiob^ 
o\ir giride endeavoured to perfuade us^t 
b^ the affUrancc that every dep we.ad-pj 
^ vmced farther would be more ha;zacdrsl 
ous tban- the tad} onocccouinttjofdifi budf:; 
fl*ft of the: foadsl and the fvjrell :Df*;thfi( 
wiit^ifi J befides other dangers whidj wei 
^ight \widdrgd'ftdi« \ht imtnediai^ dtn 
<ltdtftai*dds oi'\h^ cotuitryv wd^tlWaiferf 
iff^^6& {^H^^^brth tfV^Ky itht]ig^^2^> 
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Tun liaci for a mdment grldtd the top of 
xhc liUl, and dlfcdwred to us a village, 
which had the appearance of being for- 
tified, with X' rtionaftery and caftle tow- 
ering above the reft,' the laft bf ivhich 
feeined, as wc drew nearer, to be only 
an exteniive mafe of^ ruins. The country 
around it 0^ as covered with woods; and 
fo far as ihe dim tight would permit us 
todilbover, the country before us wore 
k pleafant contraft with that througlf 
which we were then labouring. Inde* 
pendently of our wilH to view-more acctt*' 
rately a place which appeared fo roman* 
lie, and the profpeft it would afford^ 
the evening had clofed, and, as our con* 
duftor had informed us, we found the 
diffiollty df the road increafed as w6 
approached. Wc refolved,,therefi3re, to . 
profit by his advice, to take poffeffion 
<rf the firft hotifc that offered, and await 
ttferciprB of'tbe tnornihg. There "Wtt 
mo 'mn-Mxrer than the, town^ but' w«. 
'- were 
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wcFc i n forraed, thax. we might procy ne act 
commodation at a houfc at fomc trifling 
cliftanQC», t^ which- our cjondu&or lad us# 
The n?i(\rc(s piF,jhis njanfion received >j$ 
with,, great, courtcfy, and of?:/,c4. u^ail 
the accomniodaxtoa wljicji her houfe^ 
wider tb^ c|rcpi?iftiknces lof the Ifte vifi- 
tatian, jcov^id affor4* Her welcome of 
durfclyesjt ^nd. herein vcdivcs.Rgainft the 
^migrapts, were uttered with cxtrf n^e 
Totubiluy; ^ut the &fne pillage an4;h« 
faa>e complaint were fo comn^oDi that 
ibtt^t paf&d at Iwgth unnoticed by ust 
Her misfortunts, however, were not fo 
e^ctenlive as to hinder her from giving 
U3 a very pleafant reception* Thjp beft 
bed -room was arranged for us, aad the 
beft flipper provided; both whicb| 
thougli in no very high ftyle of cpnifort^ 
• to us hungry and disjointed were epieu* 
rean ; while the ftorm that W4$ bowHri® 
wUhaut^ and which had been gathering 
fQ£ fomc tirnCf gave us more thaacom* 

moa ! 



:!.f>^/^<?*7*'^*;- I 

baying,, foupd. fijf^h; .a^ *%lM9?*r ' ^^^ 

iKr history; 9f; jC^e.c^Qipa^^,: fo. IfjXM; 
U^rpwii Qbftryationsw expcri^cp w^ot^;. 
and reared a varje^y .pf .anecdote, m 
w(lilpl> !Ara^ mingled a confidcr^blp .quaa# 
tiiy:.^iiwM ad venture, .which, though it 
yfpi4ld<fprvicytry\yQ\l to fwell ^bc^vor 
i^nie^ of . vilkgCL mc moir^,; woulyl ^ro«^i5 
j^<pnfide?able. figjjjre in gen9r^ hiftp** 
ry. . When wc had exhaufted bur ftbrc 
fif coi^municatipn, vye took leaiVe of 
c^tpb other J and, softer every pne.elfe had 
ppcj^fed, :and notlUng, was.hc^rd tw^t the 
pelting, oftt^l^^i^^ii^i which Teemed de^ 
/tt^fiding'in tprrentSj and blafts of ^)4xid 
pi^i;i^^d; wuh>thandef, tawhich the h<W& 
found ofvfaliing vi-aters .at a fligH dif^. 
taJtioevi^s a' caiuhiiitd aacxMrnpomtxieoii, 
L&t down to srnbe far^an iio^i* h>^g 
but; lhiJ<j. ii»diflaiii9fi jta 'flbtfif I r;Jj& jw*s 
(aft^midnight when I arofe to fallen my 

doorj 
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^dtjrihvt foiind to It neither bolt nor 
lack. I ftould Have piid but liitle at- 
tention to this citrurtiftance at any other 
tfttae, hafying travelled for fome years in 
Braiicc withoat feeling any caufc for ap- 
pfchenrfibn ; but owr local fituation gave 
me a momentary uneafinefs. Seeing % 
light tltrough the crevice of a door at, 
the end ^ a gallery^ and fi^ppofing it te 
be that of the for van t of the houfe, from 
whom I might procure fome means of 
fecuting our apartment, I went thither^ 
and' on my approach was ftfuck with 
the ibund of voices fpeaking in loud 
whifpers, as if fearful of being over-^ 
heard. Curiofity led me ^to liften j when 
I fouild them converfing on the route, 
tbey (hould purfue in the morningi 
which tbey feemed to difcofs wkb (aim. 
wariAth. A variety of paths tninglod in 
this/coaverfatipi^, all of which^ from thd. 
laigw tliey fpoke, I octuid (not well unk 
^'ft^di|>uc:that iriUchl^l^f laioimpct^. 



hendcd appeared to me alarming and 
^frightful. At length I heaKd a woman, 
who was apf)i'oaching the door where I 
'Rood, fay xliftinftly^ ^* that (he was 
^obliged to ftab him twice before (he 
could kill him; that he begged '^arneflly 
£ot his life^ and (hat fomething which 
be wore, but which I did not well «n- 
derftand, ha9 rendered it difEcuh to 
dtfpatch him.'* The anfwer to this l 
could not diftindly hear, but it ap- 
peared to convey fome remark on the 
deed with a reference to another mur- 
der. I knelc down, and looked through 
the crevice from which the ligkt pro- 
ceeded, and niy alarm was not a little 
heightened, wh^in I faw difpteyed on the 
x$ble (htrts and waiftcoats torn and 
bloody, which the woman was exatnin- 
ipg during this converfatibn. ' I liftened 
ftill, and was confirmed-beyond all pb(^ 
Ability of doubt, "from ttfce cofitinuMf^e 
of their difcouife, tlUtit was tiirdo^ct 

murderen. 
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murderers, of unexampieQ audacky in 
the comtniffion of their crimes, as they 
CArried about with them the mod unc-, 
qmvocal marks of their guilt, and were- 
fo little careful in the concealment ; buc. 
-ivhat appeared to me ftrange was, that^ 
during the fpace of nev half an hour^ 
.jio word cfcaped them, by which X could 
cpnjeAure that they, meant to take, as I 
ihfid no doubt they would, our lives and 
property .under their protedUon. "Con* 
. eluding, however, that this *had beea 
before difcufTed and fetEled, I withdrew 
to my chamber taconfider.^hat conduft 
we bad bed purfue in a (ituatiofi fp ti^^ 
vtr(?mely critical, I rccqllcfted feeing 
on oi4r entrance four men and.^ wptpa^; 
iix one part of the kitchen, at the firetof 
which I (taid'-fbr a few minutes to warai 
.myfelf; and, though lately a^cuftomed 
to, fee ftrange figures,. I coiU^ |ipt hdlp;; 
obfer,vmg^ ^hat ihc^r? was fprnethjl^^jliAr 
.^Urly-fcri)qiQus: ia. U^^ Y^iagw, paiti* 
.2, cularly 
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cnlarly in that diiht woatM, whofe hssf^ 
gftrd look dMcovered rymptoMfttf>, as f 
ffaen choi^t of iaiaiiacipfi, u4 wbofe 
hmdkcrc^ff was^ (Ui^ed in two or thvee 
]4ace$ with bl^!K3d« I rcuDarked afib» 
chat they considered "us and oiir baggage 
with more than ufual attention as we 
pafiedy ahd feemed cautiouflf filem 
#bilft we remained near them. Reca« 
tering from the ibrpiife tnto wbidi 
this difcovery bad liirov/n me» I bad ro* 
ibived on finding ttie miftrefs of the 
houfe ; but it ftruck me that (he iliigfat 
be more acquainted with the prdfeffim 
of her guefts than (he ought ; and chat 
an il]^pli.cation to her at that momotf 
Wmild only increafe the danger. WHk 
kd me to form this opinion was her ex^ 
ceifive -courcefy, which I was not at 
this moment fufficiindy candid to (ec 
down to any other account than thai* of 
finding iba raadkr means of ^f»yiQS 
us. h waa <onftrmed 4ft cbis conje<ftttre» 

when 



^vjhen 1 ^ccnddd ioMy^ imo the (kktiu 

turned ^ again «iiito • tkky * cHanib«r,' andl 

4>pciiecl tfae fivmttrs 4iid tfaf *c«femeQt} 

Uiti ^t^m 4be {Hurky -darkaafs^ could 

form -Q^ o^mbn of irbe tcight from , the 

gmand^ which i Untied to bo ccuiiiderf 

afbtes and it < would have beea difficuk 

4^*JI6 haive wi:e(lcd tho bars^ as we.Jbai 

no wcapoQ df fufficient Armgtb. I de^* 

literated toocher xnot^eQC^and the ro* 

cd^oftioa of: a ^oufaiid:ftig|bcfiil ilojuics 

'Cttif Reived to v watoife * Jny apprd^en* 

^fioiis; : «Agas)^i.cr9{)t tD4he4ooc. oCthofe 

.^McmknerSf :but.aU.inow wa$i3eace. I 

ivt^^tcd^-izgiain' to»my chamber^ m^ 

aftor^iriviag rciQ(ft38d tfaa( 4ih^te w^^r^ oti 

MtSBiH$io{ MTiftknoe^t or 43opea^t tSof^po^ 

iVABUrtiiiititfdv o^iidtoikrtdiag itom the 

^f^ttid^ I A^ RiffiMiitf 4 Iff' teiuitikig Victd^ 
MbC iM. K aflurcd 



fdrm Wfiidi-We h^ (ot^riA fb^ togtagh^' 
for; though (he hadbeeil a WfdeiK^ ht^&At 
years (asf (he gave us a kmg detail offaer 
own hiftory), ihe was Aiil ytttavg.aiid 
l>eautifd. ^^ lieavfng, tbercforei^ my comi 
^ittnion aiteep, and ivh(»n 1 tlid fiot/wiffi 
tb awaken, becauTe I knew that he could 
affbt'd, by his advice, no means wbldh 
I had nbt previoully fnrfiied, and ids 
errors couid only have increafed my 
i&9m, i put off my^ boots, and talked 
^sAong tda flight of ftairs at the end ef 
the: p^age, to which I had attended 
ilier^whien (be left us. This led. me to 
lklK>thef paflage^ afid I had flattered 
^ftlf ditr I had found her chamber, 
>«rhf;a tb^ wind ihrpvgh^ broketv p^^ 
fS^nt^^^^wQ?!ed|i»y cw Ic&p^ 

{W PW6>iH4fi^kpc!^ igri9p?,4j§ro«pd, 
?i»j^ fioMl^ (mfi9^ t^4o9rA but tfcfimA 
. ^^ - y the 
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ifec wiiicliOWbf wdi fll^eped it. . A: fla(\> of 

Kghtniiig ^ rih^ ii^fta^t . difqaVi^f ed , t^c 

kn<p0iflibyi^/ of rcjaqhiPS ^^hc gro^iivd un*; 

bi^«jL. «fid the ftQrm ^^^. ftUi 'ir\cr©afmg. 

I Icantd oa jbe window : for a few mir 

nutcsi tjb^ village clock ftruck one; ^nd 

hs-jicarocft gave me fomc litdte cooi'- 

forc> though I found tliat the wii^d had 

favoured the found. The lightning b&r 

came more frequent, and ks glare di* 

redtcd me to the door I foyght. Liftcn* 

lag . at ir, I heard nothing but deep 

fighs, which appeared to proceed from 

fotne one who was fufieriiig : I asttetnpt- 

ed to open it, when a man's Yoke 

convinced me that I had miftaken 

the room/ I groped my way back 

with difficulty, paBing ftill before this 

dreadful den, v^here I could hear nd* 

thin^ but the hard-drawn brtath of 

ihofc who flcpt, which gaY^ mtf- ht* 

thcif itiTuranoeJ As 1- approached « l«y 

cliambet-V my^^aw ted^^ • t»' JW^c 

Kt that 
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that it Had been vifited. 'I faw, indeed, 
jnoHght; bm, Uftening for a momentvl 
beard diftinftly the footft^ps b^ otti 
perfon without {hoes: -it was'xibt my 
fellow-travellec, for I heard him breath;e. 
I took out my knife, and grafp^d ^tbe 
^candlbftick ; for a fmall piftol I had m 
my pocket was ufclefs.froha being un- 
loaded. It Appeared to me ^s if the pcr- 
ioa had concealed himfelf ; for I lieird 
no farther motion, and a tranfient riev 
acrofs the r6om, from the light of -the 
embers, which difcovered nothing, fecte- 
ed to favoiir • my conje<Slure. I l^aatrd 
^gainft the Wall, and' cduld proceed po 
iiirther, for my agitation almdft: over- 
came me. All the^horror of our fiuia- 
tion Vufhed on my mind-*in a:>frohtier 
coup'try, profeflfedly under rio kw but 
/that of force,' arid alternately 'in the 
'j>6Wer of bnitoiies, ihd?-fflehds as favagb 
/often is ericmie&^iri 4i folitary houfe, 
.wUcre. every thing was ,ierrific— with 
^z murdcrcis 
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murderers ax my doof, and even, as 
t apprehended,* in -my chamber — wkh 
noimean^ of defence agaioft the expeft- 
cd attenipt> and, no hope$ left of efcap- 
iog ir^ I. gave ourfclves gp for loft, and 
WM. TQfolved to await the event without 
any fi^rther exertion^ I remained in this- 
ftat« of defpairfor a few, minutes, whea 
\i i:s;folved on awakening my fellpw- 
travellefi tnd calUd to him from the 
iloor of tbecbamhcri which I had not 
yet entered. He was too wearied to be 
awakened 1 Ijut the objeft of my imme- 
'^atc terror leaped from the oppofite. 
bed, and came towards me: it happily 
proved to be the houfe-dog, who, find- 
ing that I bad left the door open in my , 
defcent to the kkchen, had takea pof- 
feflion of ray bed. I found fome pro- 
tedion in his company; and, after kiflf- 
ing him^ relighted my candle, apd went 
' again in fcarch of the n^iftrefs, whofe 
.icbaml^er, iq my firft.,^itempt^ I had , 
. K 3,, palfcd. 



igS ^ ' ^fc» trails 1 ^ 

pifled, not obfefrving a'Tncte p^iffag€»-on 
'my right wh'rcli led ^6 ie.' f ^adv«»(retf, 
and, conjeftaringlHat I ^faafl ■45fcen.-%<i- 
c^fsful, lifted up \he 'Jateb-''fofily,^^tfKd 
entered. 5*ht was in'a^'prdfdtft1^;l!e*|>, 
which I took for a good" omen ^ and At 
down by her bedfide, detibrencring whe- 
tlier I thould awake her. The gfare tikhc 
)ight, which 1 held clofc to her fece>. to 
examine, vvhilft (be had not thd. power 
- fef diffimtAuioni wKether k was that t»f a 
• murderefi, of which, after minute hfo- 
ftrvaflce^ I could not find a trace, asroke 
"^"her. She ftarted, and, I bctieve, for 
i ibme n^ttments airributed my vifit 'to 
V Tiery;4if& rent ftioTires froin tbcrfc. which 
-feroiagbt-TOC' thither. I favoured her 
' niiftaltej ihough fo injurious^ tb^my hy- 
c' kltyi till l.foutrd ^tbat I tiji^t foftly 
•^'t^rtimimicttte to her ^ all my apprcjl^cn- 
j>^i)ons? aatl.ytoa roayjt^geof tb^' rpb'pf I 
'- AOto«aiwW,i Jivhtti Ac 'fnformtd.\m!e, : .thfef, 
i^ *hoogh 'jAfpbhp&l bf my fo^icidnsu!cre 
:)io:j;ji:i ; .; occafional 
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occaficHvsdL q>iu,rc}.ercrs,/ -ycc we were apt 
the. g0.aie tljey purfuoci. They were^ flie 
^W^^a, parly pfjRiifians^ who follow ar* 
nuie^/to ; plunder the dead;, and who> 
.^yf;ng' tribute ca thofe vvhofe office it is 
to bury the flaii>f pfteii ptit to death 
tb«. wounded to have a legal cUrm oa 
'>vhat they poflTefs* The booty which the 
woman liad exhibited,,. ^heO' *hc men- 
tVotied* the murder .wbicli .caug|;it my 
c&r,..-was taken 'frodi an Auftri^i* pffker 
vhom (he killed; and I found rha? the 
iJtfpttte which I had attemled tQ .ari^fe 
from a difference of opinion^ wh^tj>er 
their rotJJe fliould be m the dirrcdioflr .of 
the army of Fianders, from* whkl^ tfeey 
hoped a mbr6 profitablfe harveft^ onJ^at 
to which they at prefent belonged^' .Sbe 
Had i^equefted tiiem to quit her hoOfe, 
wliere they had been loitecing the gr<?^- 
ted part of thfe day; but tip flior^a^ cthat 
'4iid - Gcmfe on at tlie : ciofdvof . ith«i j^if«n- 

-iag^ihari |)rewntW thefr jdep&irttgreoiB^ 

'^ r. :. ,; ::{j K 4 therefore 
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therefore fhe ^ad been obH^d tq fiiflet 
them to take up ih'eir 'abode. Having Wo 
means^of refinance, in iHe room ^^oiix- 
ing to ours. AsrlHc had no ican hert 
lelf, file did' not think' it neccflayy,. (h^ 
obfcrved, to give us any .alarm j bui 
added/ that,- as I feemed yet td retain 
my apprel\enfions, Ihe would inftanrly 
drefs herfctf> and arrange a bed for me 
if) her own room^ whtlft my fcllp\tf^ 
tuveller might. have the fame accocn* 
mocivLtion in th^t of a young emigraajr 
dflicer^ wbcife chamber was at the end 
of the pajfege, and whom thefe fufpeft- 
ed murderers had: brought in with thena.- 
fomfe days fince fick and wounded \ and 
whcife' life tljejif had fpared, though ho 
was thoroiugliTy plundered.. I vlfited 
him in the morning, and £ound in the 
rbbtp I had midakcn during the night, 
aii iriterelling and well-informed yoiing 
maha who was the Ton of a. nobleman in 
ode of the foUtherh provinces j and who 
^ ' . bad 



Juid follo^cd^ wlxh rgl.yrmce, his Sihcr 

and ckicr brcibcr to join the sncj of 

the Cfnigranc pr«:!€ts. He hid reavxi- 

ftrarcd agalnfi this cxpedicioa wi:h his 

friends^ till ihcj had (rt dovn his re* 

fuial ro mcdves isj-jnous to his hooour, 

and he had at leogdi yitklcd to rbcir 

perfuaiioas la oppo£:ioa to bis priod- 

piq; and confcieace. He had 1j!1 bi$ 

brother ear!/ in the caaipaigo^ . and had 

kept b^k from the armj to attend die 

lad moments of his father* who had 

l«u^iy died at a Tillage a few leagues 

diftant. Overcome by fatigue^ as he was 

purfuing his couife acrofs the frontier^ 

to join his other friends, he had throwo 

bimfelf down ^t the foot o( fome trees ia 

the neigbbouring woodsj and was awak-* 

cned from a ileep into which be had infen; 

fibly falleq, by the jmpre(:4tioni of feven^l , 

mffians, wbofc knives ^etf pr?fei}tcd tf 

liis throat. They fp^red his lifc^aficr muc^ , 

entreaty^ bu| n^bed him f4 bi> wMcJii 

K 5 and 



^hd^ All that' ^bc'^acP «i^efft% 

3iishorfe/: He?tia4i*cejVea a ^ilroiifrtdafc 
Jiis liiigh, whlir^h^ bt^otighr on aifet#i^ 
now fo incfeafed^ chit, notwitttffialn*- 
fog the fltill of the village fiirgeoiii tMi 
the kitidtiefe of hfe attendiahtsi it ^cfd^ 
^odn, hefclr, leare him not long to fe^ 
mem tKe Ic^ of his relations. HeUM 
left his mother and one filler in Gefmaii^ 
^t^oieiate ga^e hkn mor^ pain thah even 
the loffrfbis other friends, as they hadlse^h 
^06 ftrccefsfuJ iir perfuading him 10 tbi* 
itpi6Tpi]fe ; ind-he trenibled ' for thciir 
%yeir \vKeti the^ IhcJUld hear thatthidar 
^ufhan^ airid brotherS^wcretio more; thfc 
camfe of ^vhbfehjm they ikd tihhaptJHf 
4D%en^'tatrnd*to promdte. T6c6cHf&k 
^!hdif taSiidflf fkis #reck of fteir fbrntines 
lUKi hopes;' if Heaven Tpared^bisl^i 
lae# ferliiitltl «0d in ^liff-^tvcr^of'-Mi 
^' * • ^' country 



liy x\}fsmc b$alc'f-rT4»i& t^aa that, wiql^ W 

fnHKij biQcie^ed bkn- frott proceeding 
iirtb^r^-^f^And tbis> wUb fofxit variation^ 
is the biftory of thouiands^ who, with 
/every abhorrence that a friend to liberty 
iedsac their confpiracyagf^infl: it» axeioufl 
ekimancs on our campjaffioo ; &^thc;^' 
tM)exampled nusfortunei^aire plcnar^xx- 
pimioas of their crimes. .; 

.^:■^ With' the hiftory of thcfe indiv;idi^( 
miferies, I could fill many a pagew Fv 
fA}^ t\ic evils that poverty,, difieafe^ ^ 
wre«chedne{s can in^A^. mod of ,tbc^ 
eilWgrants fuffcrj and vyith l^y cwrff^ 
4^1ore i^e day,; when, lifteijiinfe » t^ 
^rounfel^rpf cbtefs^d friends, tbQv a.h^r 
4pne4 then- couotry to ^tit <i§^ioft,b^ 

K6 has 



toen wfefe ftm up td Piris^td ba'-eisi^cM- 

ed ; biu this tegal '^mt2t<de^ the getM-ils 

db noc caome!1ft|]tce,^as^ ibef '^fibrd 

theen/ eiccc^i in cemin idliEiAccsl the 

ready meaas of efcstpe. » ■ - j^: 

I The tafl: poft ur© ocaipicd biefore iwr 

arriv^bere was ^e; head quarters Bi^r 

tkepafs^of Croix iiu Boisg Ac acba- 

teaa but a little diftant, MoQ&sur the 

King's brother. >fitft;bc5gi«fc tp :exwdfe 

the prerogaiivej qf royalty, as the Lf^ute- 

i»iQt of ills M^efty;. The a^embli^ 

^emigrant ngtbicfie had inveil^ him 

^witkk fullipowers; and he had^ io virtue 

I tf the appointment, cosifti tutcd> goner* 

«iidfiP alid' commandants, of the torniSLaod 

-peoi^ioces. width: tbtyc had coftquennj. 

Tlihe. enjoy^oieae of their, n&ti 9<ttW:Ws 

not of loog dfiiration, and i^c li^l^jfp,' 

loufies ifaat were bt^^yo^ ouCrfiFOip dif- 

: lkis£idtil>ii at QAde&cvetl ;f r<efti«flK^s 

^ . ; were 
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tbAC.fa^d^ei) ttie«|^ • Xlic ftofur« pf 

umb^iioa are compioAly fl^Dg» ,Xbe 

'COiHfe of tMfip WHS mrem^ly isanfiqat ; 

for che 40th of SeptDOil^SF (boqk ih«in 

: to thetc Jbuadatbn ; And die retreat of 

the Pruffians crumtiied tliem to dv^n 

A flight reiolorcoBenc to the Ffench 

would hate made this poft more tena* 

ble : they fucefceded in the firfl: attack^ 

when the Prince de Ligne was killed^ 

^ot were compelled to yield to fuperior. 

lorce. 

From all the information I could 
procure from the people of the pod- 
houfe, where he held his lad quarters* 
and who were intelligent enough to 
have made the remark, he was in that 
difpofirion of mind the evening preced* 
ing his death to have written fo defpair- 
ing a letter. As the field of batde was 
inpofleilion of the French half an hour, 
k was probable that the letter in quef-^ 
1 T tion 



tipn was fbiind ; zs his body was brought 
home completely ftripped, part of which 
was burkld ih Ae adfoifting church- 
yard, ^and the reft carried back to Gcr- 
mu^fn r F/9tQbilhis village of Bain, after 
having paflcd through Buzancy, we 
proceeded through Vereziers and Re« 
thd toRheimsj tmd-wheirwe tetvefwdd 
dur devotions at the (hrine of this facfed 
^KeKc^of royalty^ thehbly flaik, %)e:(hlU 
jpGOceed on «ur journey ta . rr 
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*:i:ri;v fr run /'v ■,'5r-..'' '':-■ -ji-^rn^n '^'if:::^ 

v-tr, ,:!■ V s'-. -\y\\w rLtffletr:IWemb*-r»^l 

J'-v ::,A .' ,:■,•; ' ^. ^^''i75P-;> •'■'*' i 

«►- * Ir..'. -I'-' 1-' , ' :' ..» :. ' j-x.. )•';• i 

/.-. ~ -. -: -,.- ,--... -T^ 
-X HAD mtended to have written ]^€tt 
my next letter from Englandybncifadb 
vnexpeAed events have detained me— 
We^ left our patriotic and interefting 
emigr^es at Toornay early this mornings 
and have been fpending the reft of the 
day in viewing the various places of 
a£kion between that town and Liflc^ 
which have been Jo frequent during tbe 
campaign^ that fcarcely a village or a 
wood, if they were all to be celebrated» 
*' would rear its head unfung.** It was 
here, if you remember, that the Frendi 
met with their firft defeat, or rather dtf- 
^ * honour^ 



honour^ if any difhooour. can attfich to 
the fiatioa from the aift's o( tuttovs^ 
whofc views and interefC beiftg direftecl 
to the fubverGon of the caufe they pie- 
t^nded to defends the nefarious deeds 
committed by theth mull be fet down 
only to their own account, ' or that of 
thofe who employed them. Onourap* 
jiroach towards Lilfe, Che defolation 
made by the ti'eoiendOus Hege the cijty 
Jbad undergone^ difcovered jtfelf firit 
IB the wrecks of trees and a village which 
ftood on that fide where the enemy h^ 
crt&ed its works, and from which \t 
ioxind ^onliderable fiielter, before it wgs 
.^liflodged by the balls from the town itfelf. 

The heroic refiftatoce of iba i^h^bi- 
ttnts and a fmall garrifod, tp pi}^ Qf 
the mod formidable attadksthat was per-. 
<hap5 ever made, wiU defer ve a very dif- 
tinguifhed place in hiftocy. All the 
knowledge that military ingenuity ppuld 
iiirnidi, and ail the fierce that could be- 

^ * ^rofig&t 
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brought to aft with cffeft in thie man- 
ner ihe fiegc was conduced, have beeo 
tried in vain. The works erefted by 
the aiiailants were inimenCe anij for- 
midable beyond any example, if ypa 
will credit the report of the engineers 
who have vifited tbem^ though I make 
every allawaoce for the afiertions of a 
Frenchmani w^en the national honour 
i& concerned. 

The reduflion of thii cuy was held 
to be To. important that do expence 
was fpared to cffcft it. 1 (hall not enter 
into any military deferiptioa of this 
fiege, nor tell you how the entrench-^ 
ments were formed in two lines, begin*- 
»ing from the village ^ of . Kellcmenes, . 
and ftrctcbing along to ihe firburbs 9f 
Fives J nor how the batteries we?e 
placec} at a hundred pace? from, each . 
ot,her ; becaufe defcriptions of this fort , 
afford little information, and, Iviihout ^ 
charts to accompany them^ a,re altog^- ' 

ther 



honour^ if any difhooour can attfich to 
the fiatioq from the aift's o( tdhors, 
whofc views and interefC beiag direfted 
to the fubverGoa of tbie caufc they pie« 
tended to defends the nefarious deeds 
committed by them mufl: be fet down 
only to their own account, or that of 
thofe who employed them. On our ap- 
jifoach towards Lilfej Che dfcfolation 
made by the tremendous fiege the c£ty. 
liad undergone^ difcovered jtfelf firit 
IB the wrecks of trees and a village which 
ftood on that fide where the enemy h^ 
crt&ed its works, and from which U 
found ^onltderable fiielter, befoie it wgs 
.^iilodged by the balls from Uie tpwp itfeif. 

The heroic refiilance of ib^ ijih^bi- 
ttnts and a fmall garrifop, tp pa^ Qf 
the^mpft formidable attacks that was per- 
thaps ever mide, wiU defer ve a very diP- 
tinguifhed place in hiftbry. AH the 
knowledge that miKtary tngeniiity ppuld 
itfrnift, and ail the fierce that could bc- 

^ ' . ^rengj^t 
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brought to aft with cffeft in the man- 
ner ihe fiege was conduced, have beep 
tr^pd in vaip. The works erefted by 
th^ a^ailants were inimenfe anij for- 
midable beyond any example, if ypa 
will credit the report of the engineers 
who have vifited tbcm^ though I make 
every allawaoce for the afiertions of a 
FrenchmaDi w^en the national honour' 
i» concerned. 

The reduflioA of thii cuy was held 
to be fO' important that do expence 
was fpared to eSed it* 1 (hall not enter 
into any military deferiptioa of this 
ficge, nor tell you how the entrench-^ 
ments were formed in two lines, begin*- 
Ding from the village of . Kellcmenes, ^ 
and ftretcbing along to ihc firburbs 9f 
Fives J nor how the batteries we?e 
placed at a hundred pace? from, each . 
other ; becaufe defcriptions of this fort , 
' afford little information, and, Ivitbout , 
charts to accompany them^ a,re altoge- * 

ther 



aiisfidrfe/: «<?tia^ r^ceWed a Uro^yrtatfft 
ihJs Itigh, WhicKhid brought on afdt«!^ 
how fo increafedi thdt, notwitbftsfndL 
'^g Ae fltili of A^ village' furgeoiii ietiid 
the kirtdfieife of his attendants, it "wc^^ 
^dn, hefclr, leare him not lohgto lai^ 
ment the lofiof his relations. HehliA 
left his mother an^ one filler in Geltnan^ 
-Whoft-fete ga^e him trior* Jxiin thah even 
th^ lofsoftiis other friends, as they hadbeeh 
^66 (trecefsifu) iify perfuading him to tbk 
irrtWrprift •■ ind - he trenibted for thcftr 
iaye^r Vi^fectt they ihtJUld hear that theft 
¥\ifbkn^"an^ brdtherifwcreno more; tht 
lattife of -whofcrtgm they hkd tihtiapiiilf 
•Ifeea^^tatrneftto proihite. T6c6tttf§k 
^fheitf ^fttdfli <Ki8 ^reek of fh^4r Ibrf ti^Vs 
lim! hopes," if Heaven fpared bis 1^; 
lae#^forltitl«l «tid ia 4li0-^powcr^of- 

• ^' country 



vifPi K^ft^lllgHpuf^^^ ibottid;. he «flMh 

fnHKl^ bindeccd bkii' frcm proceeding 
fmhtr^-^Aad xhih witfc fo^ot variaci^n^ 
is ihc bifiory of thouiaocU^ wbo> with 
jcvery abhorrence that a friend to liberty 
ieds at their confpiracyagi^inft it> are lou4 
ekicnancs on our cooipafliofi.; £3r the^ 
Timexampled ausfortuneia^ plenary ex^ 
pimioas of their crioics. .; 

r-; Whh the hiftory of tbcfe indiv^kh^I^ 
miferies^ I could fill many a page. Fv 
^t the eviU that poverty, di&afe^ ^ 
wreKrhedneis can inflid^ mofl of ,thc% 
ecwgrants fuffevs and with l^^y/cHrfjl^ 
4^1orc i;he day^; whep, liftei^ing;: to- t|jp 
4rQvinrel^ of chiefs ^d friends, th^v afo^r 
^D^4 thw* country to fight 9jgfi\aSr h^« 
WJ)en tajtei^ prifi^ness, tbf b^ypiinUhfJii 
^m wtth^ini^nt deaths 4$ r^^u s^ 
thafcts ii«gM)aiy}|h«,I)^lli^ f9fiil«ftfi««if 
\ - , , 1 ' K 6 has 



ai4 ' i^V^'i A'i' "■ 

which they- ttild Us fbrmerljr «rete ftrcets,- 
we fotmd otAy one mhablthnii 'ti pc)S^ 
old woinan, \irhofc jfortfcfs' had hfeW ouf 
the fury df the ficgc, and wh6had''iiUt 
quitted her poll arnidft the gcnctal 
wreck. It was proof indeed againft balls 
or bombs, being t^o or three fathoms 
under ground ; and here we found h'ci 
undifturbed, though full of lamentatioaS 
for the lofs of her neighbourhood. The 
common danger had levelled all diftinc- 
tions — a family whofe dwelling had been 
deftroyed, without ceremony became in* 
corporated with another, and the .ex- 
change to the poorer clafs was in gene* 
ralfor the better, as they found very 
comfortable accommodations, and pretty 
fafe protedion, in that quarter where the 
ariftpcracy heretofore refided, of whofe 
houfes they tookpoflcffion, as the enemy 
werd careful in not deftroyrng the pro- 
pefty of their allies. The.chtirch of 
Si. Stephen^ 4 hoWe edifice, was^^^burtit 
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were put: ito.cttii ^to: witkrilift amborilY 

amJ^iion Are CQcnpvonly fl^f^dogt .T^c 
'CQurfb 9f tH(9(«. wfu e^U'eof^ly tjEanficynX ; 
for ihci «0th pf §Qpt«i!Bljfti^ (hoqk thfm 
: to theii: .foundation ; And the retreat c£ 
the Pruffians crunobied them to dtt|l« 
A flight reinlbrcctncnt; to the Ffench 
would have made this poft more tena- 
ble : they faccfeeded in the firfl: attack, 
when the Prince de Ligne was killed, 
^ot were compelled to yield to fuperfor- 

' From all the information I could 

procure from the people of the poft- 

houfe, where he held his lad quarters, 

and who were intelligent enough to 

have made the remark, he was in that 

difpofition of mind the evening precede 

ing his death to have written fa dcfpair- 

ing a letter. As the field. of batde.was 

inpofieilion of the French half an hour, 

it was probable that this letter in quef- 

* ▼ tion 



tipn was found i as his body was bronght 
home completely ftripped, part of which 
was burKid m ^e- a^oiftin^ church- 
yard, ^and the reft carried back to Ger- 
nm^f^rSf^Vf^^H^ village of Bain, after 
having pafled through Buzancy, we 
proceeded through Vereziers and Re« 
thel toRheims^ tmd-when-wehavepmd 
bur devotions at the (Brine of this facfed 
iiedrtc of royalty i thehdlf flaflt, ,^^(h|ll 
.|H»^e6d:oa>our journey ^t^ .7! 

Adiw- 



,C/:> J ^- -V, ? v.- ^ : -•; ,: ; 0;^ 
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HAD intended to have written fcm 
my next letter frtim: England^ buc tfaefe 
unexpe^ed events have detained me— 
We^ left our patriotic and interefting 
emigr^es at Tournay early this morhing^ 
and have been fpending the reft of the 
day in viewing the various places of 
adion between that town^ and Lifle^ 
vhich have been io frequent during tbe 
campaign, that fcarcely a village or a 
wood, if they were all to be celebrated^ 
" would rear its head unfung.** It was 
here, if you remember, that the French 
met with their fiift defeat, or rather dif- 

^^^ * honour^ 
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honour, if any difhooour . can attfich to 
the fiatioi^ froni the aft's of ttsfkors^ 
whofc views and interefC bein^ directed 
to the fubverfion of tfe ca^jfe ihky pie^ 
tended to def^hdi the nefarious deeds 
committed by them mufl: be fet down 
only to their own account, or that of 
thofe who employed them. On ourap- 
j^roach towards Lilfe, thd defolation 
made by the tremendous fiege the c^y 
Jbad undergone^ difcovered itfelf fir^t 
IB the wrecks of trees and a village which 
ftood on that fide where the enemy ji^d 
crt&ed its works, and from which it 
feoind ^onltderable fiielter, befoie it wgs 
.^iilodged by the balls from the town itfelf. 
l^e heroic refida^nce of ibiS i^h^l>i- 
ttnts and a fmall garrifop, tp PA^ pf 
the^moft formidable attacks that was per-, 
ihaps ever mide, wiU defer ve a very dif- 
tkiguifhed place in hiftbty. All the 
knowledge that military ingenuity ppuld 
'Iwnitb, and all the fierce that could be- 
•. \ ' . ^rongfit 
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brought to aft with cffeia in the man- 
i^er ihe fiegc was conduced, have beeo 
tried in vaip. The works erefted by 
th^ afiailants were injoienfe anij for- 
midable beyond any example, if ypa 
will credit the report of the engineers 
who have vifited tbcm^ though I make 
every allawaoce for the afiertions of a 
Frenchmani w^en the national honour 
ift concerned. 

The reduftioii of thii city was held 
to be fo' important that do expence 
vvas fpared to eSed it* 1 (hall not enter 
into any military deferiptioa of this 
liege, nor tell you how the entrench-^ 
ments were formed in two lines, begin- 
JMiig from the village of Kelliemenes, ^ 
and ftretcbing along to ihc fuburbs 9f ^ 
Fives J nor how the batteries we?e 
placed at a hundred pace? from, each . 
other; becaufe dcfcriptions of this fort , 
' afford little information, and, Ivitbout , 
charts to agcompany them> a,re altoge- * 

ther 
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compound with error that is mifchievous^ 
or yield to prejudices that prevent the 
progrcfs of knowledge ; but this general 
cracination, which 1 fear the French 
will endeavour to enforce, will not be 
tolerated here; for with the tares , the 
wheat muft be torn up alfo. As yet^ 
However, the French have been received . 
with joy as friends^ and hailed with 
gratulatjon as deliverers. If they are 
wife they will not take too much advan* ' 
tage of this gratitudej too faithlefs a foun- , 
dation in the mpltitude to build^mucfai 
upon» but will p^ow^ by their forbear* 
ance and moderation, that ihey deferve 
liberty th^mfejtve?, whilll they are willing, 
tQ extend it xq Qthers^ not by forcing oa 
every. cQun try they enter, every principle 
which . the , mature foil of France h^^ 
brought to imaginary perfedtioo, and 
wl^ch it believes to be effentia^ to the 
poQeffion of entire freedom; but by 
6 leaving 
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leaving others to the choice of thofe 
principles, and the application of fuch 
as will fuit their peculiar circumftances : 
and if cbefe are fufficient for the enjoy* 
menc of as much liberty as gives the 
molt practical means of happinefs, the 
whole end of all good goveroment is. 
fully anfwered. This is no apology fordef- 
potiftn in ai^y of its forms: it is an expref« 
fioti only of my wifhes, that the French^ 
in entering a country the manners of 
which are different from their own^ 
would confider the neceflary difcordance 
of Belgian habits and French principles^ 
and how fetal it will be to the iotereftsof 
both to perfift, as I fear they will, iii per- 
fecuting their new allies with theories 
of which they themfelves do not know 
the refult, and of which they have not 
yet felt the benefit. As yet, it is impof- 
fibic to form any juft opinion of the re- 
ception thofe principles will meet with, 
or how the fyftem of fraternization, be- 
La gun 



gun in Savoy, will be welcomed here. If 
the faaie motives influence the wiH of the 
Belgian's at prefetJt, as diriefted their ac- 
tions in the laft' revoldtion they attempt** 
ed, Franipe and Brabant, happily foi^ 
both, will remain two diftinft dates s 
for if the priefts and nobles, according 
to the French fyftem, are precluded tfee 
exertion of their influence, the primary 
aflemblies^ about to be dalled, may voiS 
the union; but a civil war, without gre^tf 
precaution, will be thef confequefltc* 
The people, however, atetoa mfuchoe*^ 
c:upied at this^ mon^ent about their im<«^ 
mediate exigence, and the means of con- 
tinuing.it, to enter into any analyfis of 
, government. If France is determined 
therefore to fraternize here, (he will take 
advantage of the indecifion of ihe people, 
and fix their deftiny to' her oWn ; but 
(he muft take care that no ill condud, on 
Kef part, (hall excite the fpirit of enquiry' 
into the ftratagem, or the courfe'of po-* 

pulax 
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pular favour will turn againft ihc dec?if. 
Thefe obfervations will not pleafe our 
fraternizing friends, the citizens ■«■ 

of ~-^ — who talk fo rapturoufly of re- 
alising the beatific vifions of the Abbe 
St» Pierre. But the tnub is, that though 
the- French may not be going too far, 

they fecm to be going too faft ; and ihe 
ftubborn habits of this generation njuft 
'pafs away, wbich they fcarcely. will but 
^iihthe generation iLfcIf, befi:>rc thcfe 
gce^t principles of liberty and human 
happmefs give ail the benefit to be ex 
pefted from tbem^ on the foil even where 
ihey are fprung* 

. Our journey into Brabant, or rather 
the . emigration hither of the party we 
iattencjcd, was highly agreeable and in- 
tereling in more vie^vs. than ^thofe I 
have related. We made but little delay 
till we arrived near the frontiers, paffing 
a few hours at Peronnc, where we ar- 
rived very late, and which we left very 
L 4 early, 



earfy, apd remaining a fliort' (pzch at 
Cambray|and Valentictines, where vrc 
fell in with the route bt Durrfotoiier 
in bis match towards Bfufiel% when he 
left the plains of Chalons, the Ultitna 
ThvAi of the Duke of Brunfvyick. No- 
thing df any importance occurred to Du- 
mourier till he iiad pafled Valencieiines^ 
beyond which the enemy liad pofi^ tfaetft* 
felvcs to prevent hisfarthir progre6« Dor- 
ingthe march of tWs army from St. M»* 
trehould hither, CuftineV had taken poi& 
feifioa of Spires, Worms, and theotbet 
towns on tht Rhine, and was proceed- 
ing to Mentz and Frankfort s %hii(l the 
general on the fide of the Alps had en- 
tered SiVoy, the inhabitants of wiich 
tcceived them joyfully ; and Nice, with 
her dependencies, had yielded to the 
?rms of the republic in the fame difp'o- 
fition 'of fraternity. Dnniourier had 
prorhired to winter in B'ruflels, arid, 
!tt imrratioii of the ©ukfe of fifUnfkicIc, 
-■ ^ • :' fent 



Ccxxx^ forM(ai:4> his manifedo^ declarator/ 
of his iqtcntipns iii .tjic itiYafion*. There 
w^ Q^othing coma^on iti tbefe two ma- 
nifeftoes but the name, tic; ioforriis 
tbenij^ th^kt under the influence pf the 
late government erf* France, they had rc- 
cetired no aflSftance but fuch as the per^ 
fidy of the court lent for the purpofe of 
|>et^)fi9g : that it was pcceflary for the 
(MOjeQijof libj^rtyf that this peffidiow dpf* 
gpjliftn fbould be cryihecj, and roynky it- 
ifelf aboliihed, to give all its energy to thi» 
j^f red cayfcj and inCpire a perfed confi-» 
dence in the; French republic, and in the 
' armies fent to their affiance :-^hax, on 
entering tfieir country^ they meant only 
to alfi(^ then:i in planting the tr^sp of. \y 
berty, without ' touchinfj; in one iingle 
pqKit the fabric oiF the conftitinioxi they 
&au|d think ftf to rear^ pr9vi(ie4 thb 
coaftttutioQ w^re the free and uitt>iaf|iHl 
choice of the people; and if they ivould^ 
as ajnaeafweof camiapofafety^ wkluka^p 
L 5 then*- 
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ibctniilvt^s froitt tiie yofcfc they &^i^ 
lohg groaned tmder, the French \TOuJd 
become tlieirbretbrefl, their fricndsi 
and allies: that their prbpcity and laws 
ihould, in the niifiutcft points, be treat* 
ed with the grcateft relpeft, and that 
the French armies flioukl be niodels 
of difcipline amongft them* Thefe 
profpeds and promifes were fo fair and 
flattering, that it is not wonderful that 
A people^ who have {o long and fo of^ti 
ftrtjggled for their liberty, (houtd liftcn 
with joy fo this harbinger of good lid- 
iogs. Dumourier had then to realise 
whache promifed^ and he has in part 
performed it. The battle of Gemniappc 
will long be remembered^ not more for 
the obftinate valour wkh which it was 
fought, than its ' being the . probable 
means of fecuring to the Belgians their 
liberty and independence. TheAuftrians 
having abandoned Ltfle, had drawn up 
their forces to this point .to. oppofie Da- 
' : mourier's 



FROM FRAHCE. ItJ 

tnourter's paflage* and many ikirmiflies 
of tiule note, except one which patkd 
at- Bi^ffiir a. league from Geaunappe» 
led on this, memorabie day, Ac the vU^ 
.lage of Bouflu the.Auftriaos loft abou( 
fix hundred men, and. the bravery with 
which they difpirted the ground gave 
the French fomc pre-lentiment of what 
they had. to contend with before they 
made good their engagement of winter-^ 
iftg in Bruffels, The poft of Bouffu wa$ 
nevertheiefs forced ; and fo unexpe(3:ed 
was the fuccefs, or even the attack, ofi 
the part of the Auftrians, that a large 
party of the officers had prepared 4 
magnificent fupper for the entertain^ 
ment of fome newly- arrived friends^ 
whkh was juft' ready on the arrival of 
the French, who took poflefEon of it ^ 
a part of tlie fpoil* 

. . On the .5th oC Novepjber^ I>aniwri^l^ 

camQ inrfuU view of the enemy;^ 4)olled 

0n the height?. of .GemiXMt;ppe» 1- his is .a 

L6 ^ fnull 



jfoiall viHage. abot^' a milo aad (a Imlf 
f£om4he tdwn of Mobs^ of no importi 
9l»M but as. it ftiraifliGd -a: naioe to . thi^ 
erfnt* The pofitbd:of the eneaay.wa^ 
^Highly fisu^oDfabl&i.tbeir fright ivas pro* 
lefted by this vill^, land the rirer 
wHich had o'SDerflowed the adjoinii^ 
jptoin; and thetr left by woods, becweett 
, whkby on the nmge in fronts were conh 
ftruded tbm rawsof redoiibts^ibi^nithedf 
wilii nearly one litandred piec^ ^ kxn 
tillery of various defcnptions* If the^ 
French bad tnsnfined cbemrdfes ooi their 
canaOA> aa they did at the afSur of La 
JLuntv thicf would have fought to a oon^ 
iidei^e difiMl vantage^ from. , che fupe^ 
ikr pofittdn. of the enemy ^ But thr 
Mdien were aoxious to. came to ^lofer 
4piartei8^ and. the generate €crmi»anil«^ 
the.Yafioas.divi/ions foUcited DucQiwnei; 
16 kadthem on topthe attack. Duatou^ 
fm, mho ^pavtook of thetr ardour^. Jt4'- 
prcflbd k for tli^ moment, to excite k 

the 



the mor€i' but at len^h pLVjb order$ w 
ftonn tik€ works ac - noon »< The ncct£* 
iarjr difpoficions wttre made for this^fiefW 
Gommappc wsu carricds by.BournonviMe^ 
oir the eight ; the village of Carignao^ 
ae the bottom of the hill, was taken w' 
(foot; the eeetny were diilodged fram 
tfafi vooids oti the Idft : the important 
crifis wds drawing 'i)ear-*^DumQurieFi 
If bofe knowledge of the htiman mind^ 
and the f artous circumftaaces that inihi^ 
enise it^ is not lefs than Im »Mjiciry CkiW^ 
pefencedhimfclf in the front b£ the Uae^ 
and taking olf has €oat and waiftcoat, at 
ihefame ioftant> by a fignai^ ordered tbcf 
nufic, which had been bi^rto HeMi 
i(y ftrike up the Mar(eillois 'fongt , The 
day was remarkabfy ieuBMy ia that- the- 
miific wu every where diftia^ly heard ^. 
asid the nidre fo as dieiirin^ had ceafed* 
oa. tba> fide of the Fctoch^ and^ the only 
aciipoipanime&c was th« cbisM^r of thai 
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coemy. The liw of redoubts being 
formed amphitheatricaUy j the tro^pswcre 
arranged m this form alfo, fo that every 
foldier had the means of viewing th«. 
ge^era^ and -became more anfmatfed 
every inftanti This was the decrifiyc tnc^- 
ftient. The troops, raifed to the hi gheft 
I pitch of enthufiafm^ regaFrdleCs of the 
murderous fire kept up agamft thena 
from the redoubts, crying out,' ** Viv^ 
h Nation !'* and joining in the chwur ol' 
this celebrated -fong, ruihed forward wttJi 
wonderful rapidity, and took poffef* 
Ron trf the firft redoubts. Tbe ca<ralrf 
of tbe enemy, charging oii the flauks, 
threw the columns into fome icon&fion^ 
and they were repelled jvith 4ifii^ 
cultyj during which t&e fecpnd ItiiQ of 
redoubts was carried ; v^bctt the Aufc 
trians, feeing the ardour and refolutioa 
of the French troops, became pa^ife- 
ftruck, and' J^ielded the third wkhoiiit 
much refinance. This terror^ tliough 

it 



it Wis pretty getierai, bperatcd differcntTy 

^— the Auftrians fled, bdt fome of the 

works, fiFled ^ith Hungarian troops, 

were gained only when evtry foJdier had 

fallen. The lofs of the enemy Dumourter 

computed at four or free' thoufand; that 

of the French at nine hundred, botH 

killed and wounded. The numbers I 

have reafon to bdieve ^cre more eqnali 

For the tinie it lafted,. never was a battle 

more Qbftinately fought> or a more fignai 

vidtory, confidering all its circtimftance^, 

obtained. Since then the Auftrians.bave 

hod but little inclination co difpote the 

conqueft of Brabant; £or the little ik>r« 

milhes that liave taken place on entering 

Brufiels can fcarcely be called aa oppo^ 

fi(ion. It has dedroyed alfo aflert^ons 

which had been made, that French coo^ 

yage was not equal to any enterprU^ 

where the danger was very iriiminent;^ 

for here there was not a foldier that did 

not partake perfonally of the bufinei^ of 

the 
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the day; and feats were ^rfortned net 
ilirpaffcd in any hiftory. General Ega-- 
lite, whd bas been in^ our plrty frofcfi 
Paris, who has walked over the grouiiil 
M^ith us, and fought again th^ B^^tTc^ 
was one who contributed mod fignally 
to its fuccefs. ' Dumouri^r had praifed 
him cawtipufly to the Conyentipn :. bik 
I ihould have fpoken of hiin as he de* 
ieryed, and pr^ifi^d him more, favs ^he^ 
in a private letter to Ofi^ of my\ friends^ 
had he not. been a prince. 

JDumourter^s valet de chambre rallied' 
and boought up to the charge a regi* 
meat of dragoons,, and two batulions of 
national guards ; and Breteche, a Lieu-^ 
teafnttin the national gendarmerie^ Tt> 
tired only when he had kiUed fevei^ 
men, and received forty one ' woundi^ 
wifh Abres*. -■ One of thefe bcsoes^ we 
' •• . . '•• . liraiid' 

i^tTluft J»M, ipu^h the sii pf ronmce* Tpfur* 
ao&vllk, however, prefented this hero at the hBjc of 

— f^ ft the 
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found at Bouflu aknod covered with 
wounds, but whoTe lofs of blood bad 
mot at all dimini(hed the vigour of his 
patriotifm*. — ^Dumourier fummoncd the 
town to furrender : the next day the ma* 
giftrates fent him the keys, which he 
returned^ and the people received 
the French as brothers. From Mont 
he proceeded forwards, through Bru(^ 
iels, to Liege ; and if he be properlf 
fupporfed; no enemy will appear oik 
this fide of the Rhine before the clbft 
of the winter. Th^ this fupport Will 
be given him appears very proble-^ 
matical, if one may judge from the 
fpirit of rancour and undue feverfty 
which is now agitating Paris againft the 
king, in the difcuffion' of whofe fate 

the Cohirentfon-*-whcre faia wounds wtte numbc^Fed^ 

lui fervices recorded, and tiis patriot ifm rewarded 

"by a CIVIC crowo, bellowed by the prcQdcnt !•— He 

18 fince gone back to ftght agai»' Ihtf %ktlki of lit 

dmifrtiyi'^--^ • ■••" ''''' > '•' ' - .'>-'''*-^ 

the 



the Convention ^vill Jofe fight of t!>e 
ttic^e important fate of tke coiiatry^ at^ 
fpend tfaofe precious momeots^Jo yfhifO^ 
they (houki prepare for. the futur/e, ir> 
Ajftneceffai^' inv.^dWes agajoft th^abufcs 
of the paft. If any credit, is .to b^ 
givtAto the repprt, the army i$:dimi* 
oii&iog daily; not only from t|ie xt«- 
turn of thc;,vpludreera to , their home3t 
feut.frotn thc-extf^rtfcejdift^eft.ta^i^^h i| 
ij5 reduced. 1/ haife, juft tc^n ,9, h^^r 
iOrotn th^ conuniCarie^i wliich (^n&rcp$ 
this a^count^ it ftate8>that in their vifit 
to' the camp, though they beheld the 
fddicrs full of courage, and expreffing 
their wiflies to be led on to farther con- 
gvcfts i they could not regard, without 
the> higheft indignation, the deftitute 
condition to which thefe brave men are 
reduced. Their coats, fay they, are no- 
thing but pieces of cloth, badly fewn to- 
gether; the greateft part have neither 
fliirts nor waiftcoats ; they have no cloaks 

to 
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to cover their fifclocks wbea it rains^ 

and in this wretched ftate they ar^ 

doomed to rciift, as well as they caji> 

tile rigours of the winter. Of the iidt 

the condition fecms to be worfe. Thefc 

poor wretches have neither mattrefles nor 

coverlets, and are obliged to remain 

ftr^tched on the boards, with a (canty 

portion of ftraw only. This ncgkft, after 

a - cattfpaign ' fo extremely • fatiguing, i« 

lii^hly criminal : I cannot even divine 

the catife *• - The commvflaries obC^vei 

thaf they have not yet difcovered it. i 

and addj that Dunxourier complains of 

the manner m which the minifter of war 

correfponds with him;' acquainiingthem 

that al! the letters which he receivc$ 

from the various generals in his army 

are filled with the fame i.i^^ories of theic 

fufFerings and their wants. This difor- 

' ganization may be yet repairedi and this 

* Sw the; notes, at tlje cxul. 

C3cce($ 



cxcefs of evil ftill remedied/ But there 
ttM^ft be more vigilance arid better dif- 
lM>fitioiM than appear at prefent, either 
m the niinJfter or the Convention ^ ih 
theofficeof thefirft ofwhich, I am told, 
thfifre is tttorc venality arid intrigue than 
cv4er exiftcd in any bureau under the 
o!4 regime; arid in the latter, violence 
to* pirtf ire dbmineerihg over every 
l*rojieft that has for its bbjeft tht'tran- 
^Hlity or fefety of the republic. ; This 
tote^ things however cannot laft Idng* 
If it urihappily lliould, ferfewell tdall thofe 
dfelightfui vifibns, which we have bpen 
lately accuftomed to flatter ourfelves ai 
realizia f Whilft the rights of maii, after 
th% progi-eft towards a ifirm eftablifli- 
.irtfent, by the opinions of philofophers, 
the fwords of freemen, and the fiat of an 
enlightened people^ prove themfelves 
fitted only for fubjedts of fophiltic con-, 
tention^ to nbify and turbulent difpu- 
tants^or become in reality thofe ^"^pal- 
' ^■' try 
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try blurred (hreds,of paper/' denounced 
wjib prophetic fury by the indignant^ 
but. hitherto difr^arded declaimed ii 
this (late of ferocious anarchy continue 
much longer wnhin^ and na more ac« 
tention be paid to the condicioa of th^lr 
protedors, the armies without the Coa-. 
vention will cry in vain to furrpundiog 
nations, " Be free :" for it will be an* 
fweredy that if fuch are (he blelCag^ of 
liberty ; if with all th^fe fancied a^ur* 
arices of focial order and public happi- 
nefs, nothing but evils prefent themfelves 
now, and clouds and thick darknefs 
hang on the future ; we had rather bear 
the pains of defpotifm, of which we c^n 
appreciate the meafure, than fly for rc- 
fiige to a date of political exiftence over, 
which even defpotifm has many adi^a&r 
tages. This, indeed, is the languagc.of . 
men who have much lefs relilh fof frice- 
dom, than fclfilh cpncern for t;heir pwja 
perfonal repofe. But ,fuch ^^wiU o^o be 

the 
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tbe language of men wlio look, j\s rhoft 
do, liitle farther than the prefent mo- 
ment^; though the hiftory of forrtier 
times inftrufts us, how fuperior is that ftatc 
of foeiety in which civil broils for policies! 
rights continually difturb the ftatcf, and 
which, nevertheleft; is flourifhing in 
^rts, enriched by philofophy, tod great 
in population, to that' of defpotifrii, 
which can boaft of its order only when 
it makes a folirude, atid which' it theh 
dignifies with the name of peace. For 
luperior furely was Greece, even when 
the aflaflSnation of tyrants was the Mar- 
feiilois fong of the people, and the avow- 
ed Corruption of its conffituted protec- 
tors awoke the tlionder of Demofthencs ; 
to Greece of the prefent hour, the traa- 
duil province of an ignorant biirtarian, 
and the peaceful habicat?on of flaves : 
and greater furely was Rome, ' even 
wlien agitated by the contentions of the 
heated multitude, torn by factions, dimi- 

nifhed 
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•nilheti by. civil w^rs, and horrid pro- 
icTripiiions, .compared with prefcnt RotDe, 
th^ Teal of prififtly government and 
faqerdotal protcftion ; of the fcancy 
inbabifCants of /ivbofc wailed domains^ 
the poverty and fuperftition have be- 
come proverbial • France, however, is 
too enlightened to dread a fimilar fate, 
though (he may have long to contend 
with oumerons evils. In&iled as (he is 
by traitors within, and menaced by a 
hoft of foes from v^^ichout, fhe will yet 
be fufpicious ; and of fufpicion ferocity 
is the conftant attendant. It cannot 
be expeded that a nation, the fafety 
of which has depended on the entire 
infradlipn of the laws, will at once, he 
very obfervant of any; and if this tem- 
porary violation of order be not reduced 
to a fyftem, we muft not complain, that 
the genius of liberty, in rufliing for- 
vvards to ftrike at the formidable hoAi 
of its external foes^ (hould criifli^- witk 

. unre- 
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unrelenting {kp, the pigmies of ariilo- 
cracy or- defpotilm which itood ia. its 
vay, suid obftruded the energy of its 
march. , 

. This is the point where the caoxpaiga 
finifhes; for there h a pfaylical iaipoffi- 
bility that the army^ in its prefent {Uce, 
can proceed much farther. 1 am not 
informed what the project c^ the execu- 
tive council isy but fuppofe it means to 
make the Rhine the boundary of its 
€on<]^efts3 though Cuftine, ici 'taking 
pofleffiofi of Frankfort, prefents views of 
vore gigantic. ambi tion> This will never 
do. The fate of the Duke of Brunf- 
wick is a kflbn fufliciently jlriking: but 
diey will be compelled, I fear, to feel 
the fcourge of adverfiiy themfelves; and 
4lindeFgo its impreffivc experiencej in 
4»rder to profit by the example. The 
for^ direAed fo ufelefsly againft Frank* 
C^rt, might have feized on Coblenrz} 
jnd if Dumowier be re-inforced, and 

properly 
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properly liipported, the whole country 
between the MofcUe and the Mcufe 
may be cleared from the enemy, except 
Luxembourg, which, in that cafe, would 
fallofitfclf. 

The Rhine will then form the bound- 
ary of Liberty ; and in extending free- 
dom thus far the French think them* 
felves perfonally concerned • As for the 
reftj it is the ufe alone which they them- 
fclves will make of it, that will afford 
examples of imitation to others, and re- 
commend its acquifitiori to the courage 
of furrounding nations. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

( . ^EFBRRED TO IN PAGE 235. 



flbe correfpordence between Pache the Mi^ 
Titfter of fVaVy and Dumourier^ has un* 
-veiled this myflery. Some extraSFs from 
Jbis ccrrefpondence are fuijoinedy which 
will explain the caujeof thelate events. 

I A M quite averfe to every ofFenfive 
and external war, particularly every 
war which carries us beyond our natural 
limits, that is to fay, the AlpsandPyren- 
nees on the fouth, and the Rhine on the 
north and north-eaft. I (hctild have 
been even averfe to the invafion of the 
Low Gauntries, if I did not fee, in die 

liberty 
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liberty of our neighbours, a barrier more 
folid, and much lefs expenfive, than that 
of fortified places* 

Correfpondcnce of Dumouricrwiththe Miniftcr 
•of War, pablifhed m Paris Nov. io» 1792. 
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GfiNEi^At Cuftinc is an exceUent foU 
<licr;.hc has given proofs of it : but h£ 
fliewed only the phyfical force of war^ he 
has perceiTed neitlier its moral teodeocy 
nor its political refults* His intention 
was to affifl: us in clearing the Low 
Countries; but his condud and his ia-^ 
tention are at utter variance ; for/ if we 
go into Germany^ if we even crofs the 
Rhine, we (ball know neither where we 
ane going, nor how we (hall return. Out 
war will become a war of adventuresj 
ruinous both in men and money. 

CorrefpondcDCc of Domouriefi Not. io, 1792* 



Yov 



Yor have aiked my advice on the 
plans of Ciifjnt ; I have fcniihcm to yoii, 
Tou inform me thai \ou approve ihcm : 
neverthtlcfs, by the orJcrs which you 
have grven Boamonvillc, and by your 
laft lerers, it appears to roc tliat j^ou 
kave followed a plan totally oppofirc, I 
have juft learned that Frankfort is takca 
by aflault by theA uftrians. Whether the 
ne*s be true or falfc, it is not Icfs troc that 
Coftioe has ftrangdy committed hiitti. 
fclf. Le Bnin fends to me, on ihe joth^ 
that be was very uncafy : it is not left 
true, that the egregious touk of not tak- 
ing Coblcntz may coft m All the fuccefs 
of this war, becaiife there is no pofTihle 
means of re-union between the Aiu\y of 
AUace and thatof Belgi^* 

Conrtrpondentt of Dumdut^itt* i 
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I «EE with concern, that you dllap- 
prove the contrad: made the 8th of this 
month by the. commiflaries in chief, 
MaUis and Simon of Dunkirk, for the 
fubfiftence of the army in Brabant, t 
muft obferve, that it is by means of this 
contraA that the army has Been ferved 
fince that period : if it had not. been fo, 
it would have perilhed with hunger. — 
At the moment which was to decide the ' 
fate ofBelgia and the fuccefs of our 
arms, the magazines were empty; na; 
fubfiftence J refources diftant and uncer- 
tain ; and confequently the motions of 
the army impoflSWe. You will not take 
it amifs that 1 have concluded, on terms 
very advantageous for the republican a 
contradt which has prepared the fuccefs 
of my campaign, and without which I 
fliould have had no food for my army, 
nor forage for my cavalry, 

Correfpdndcnce of X^umouricr, Nov. 23, 1 79?,. 

Decrees 
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I OWN to yoo, that Had you puVpofety 
ifiearit to diforganize tlie army, and ar* 
reft its march, you could not have chofen 
a more difaftrous method than depriving 
xne of two commiflaries known by their 
abilities and their honefty, and of an un- 
dertaker able and full of Vefources. 

I am perfuaded beforehand, that ihefe 
citizens will clear tbemfelves from the 
imputations which are^aid agarnft them, 
and which arc a part of thofe odious con- 
spiracies which 1 have already denounced 
to the minifter of wan But it is not lef$ 
trde, that all my refourccs are taken from 
me, and I am placed in a lituation to 
lofe the campaign, by being thus de- 
privtd of thd only men who were able to 
provide for the fupport of the army. I 
charge Colonel Wefterman with the 
care of the citizens Malus and Lcffagnac, 
who, fo far from fearing, have requefted 
me to be fent as expeditioufly as pofCble 
to confound their enemies* 

Dumourier to the Minificr of Juftice. 

It 
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Iris tame for me to develop alltheener^ 
gy of my charader, and to difpiay all the 
indignation which I feel againft any thing 
which betrays the expedition with which 
I am charged, and the means which are 
ufed to thwart and ruin it. You have 
given me as an affiAant General Boardon- 
naye^ who takes every method to bring 
civil war into this country, to expofe our 
i«eak gtrxifbns to be murdered, and ta 
caufe our natiofi to beabhorred* This is 
cot alt : I have been promifed, and you 
yourfelf have dpne it in your le^rs, aU 
the means of iubfiftence, camp equi|>age> 
clothing, hofpitals ; and I fee nothii^ 
but pafcial fupplies arriving. To that half 
my army want neceflfaries* You have 
promifed me money; I have received 
none» and the paymaft'er of the army 
who is arrived has brought but very 
little. — ~ ~ — 

Ms Thuft 
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Thus it is that 60,000 m«fl, bcyotid'. 
their frontiers, axe- delivered up to want 
znd difosdet:* If after all the obftacbs 
which I meet with on the part of tJM 
French,, they accotupliih their end o£ 
ruining, the expedition, on which depend, 
the glory and fafety of my country; 
when I fhaU arrive at Liege, when h 
(hall have placed on the Meufe the 
army which I command, and when, by 
the pofition of its quarters, the con- 
queft of tbe:Low Countries. (hall be af- 
fured, I will .ie^d to i^e Gonventipn my. 
difoiiffion, with^ my reafons, to avoid, 
being perfonajly attainted by the plots 
with which they feek to ruin allmy ope- 
rations, and to hinder myfelf from be- 
coming th? in^rument of tyranny or of 
avarice. 

Correfpondence of Dumourier, 
Nov. a;, 1792. 

Lieut* 






FROM FRAVCB. Ijl 

Ltbutbnakt.oekbral £galit6'| vho 
has my peroiiflioii co go to Paris on & 
&umiy affair important and affcdingj 
conveys to you tbefe difpatchcs. — — 
— — I oHvn to yoii that, in general, 
this fyftem of denunciation is eftabliftied 
with'fo dreadful a rapidity, that it can- 
not but alarm the beft citizens j becaufe 
it nourifhes fufpicions and animofities^ 
which poifon all the mildncfs and frater- 
nity of this rifing republic ; throws us 
into a feries of profcriptions, which take 
their fituarions from the agents of the 
republic before they are judged, and 
which fubftiture the accufers in pliice of 
the accufed, oftentimes to reward them 
for a calumny, or for a denunciation 
built on very flight grounds. • 

Corrcfpondenoc of Dumourier, 
Liege> Nov, 29, 1792. 
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The army dimini(h^ daily id Atftoft . 
alarming degree : I have nor more thail 
ai^ooo men uodm- my command : dienfe 
are few battalions that amount to 3C0 
jnen^ and (companies are reduced to iev^i 
or eight. The decree which deckres the 
country out of danger^ has made the 
greateft part of the volunteers think 
that they are free to go : a great number 
have departed without leave : amongft 
thdfe that remain^ the greateft part» and 
almofl: whole battalions^ having made 
their declaration two months fince^ de- 
mand their difmilBon on the id of De- 
cember, that is to fay, to*morrow ; and 
if the National Convention do not take 
very ^eedy mcafures, I ftiall not be able, 
according to the terms of the decree^ to 
retain any* 

The^revolution is very far from being 

effeifted in Brabant. The cabal of Pruffia, 

' Orange^ and Vandernoor, of the priefts 

andtheftates^ reigns over three- fourdis 

6 of 
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of (be coQntryi &c. — — — — 
You will obfervc alfo, that I am vcry'^ 
far from being afliired of the Dutch. 
The opening of the Scheld cannot but 
dirpfeafe them extremely. I (hould not 
be aftoni(hed if England and Pruffia 
(hould excite the Stadtholder to declare 
his refeptment* There is a garrifon of 
9000 men in Maeftricht, and prepa-» 
rations are making which indicate ac 
lead ill*wiil. I cannot engage to march 
forwards before I know the refolution of 
the Dutch ; for if they fall on my lefr, 
whilfl; the Auftrians fell on my rights 
the army of the republic would be loft 
without rcfource, and the liberties of 
Liege and the Low Countries would be 
ruined &x ever, 

Correfpoii4eiic« of Dumourler^ 
Ltcgc^Nov. 3P> ifgz^ 



It 
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Jt is thus that, contrary to the inten^- 
UooB of Cambon^. I am obliged: to be 
tKe leader and provifipncrof the army I 
Gommand : it is thus that ic is without 
bread, forage, or money. Judge whac 
ought to be my indigf^ation when I fee 
that all thefe objeftsare prefented falfely 
to the National Convention ; when I fee 
the adminiftration totally diforganized, 
and replaced by men who themfelves 
acknowledge their incapacity to render 
any fervice ; when I fee the army 
wanting every thing, and becoming the 
vidim of thoughtleffnefs and avarice ; 
when I fee, finally, all my plans thwart«- 
cd, my campaign perhaps Tuined, and 
Hiy . reputation attacked by men guilty 
themfelves or deceived by ethers^ 

Conrefpondeoce of Dumourier, 
Decern. 2d, 1792. 



It 
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It fecmB chat for fome time paft all your 
decifioastcndtodiforganizethearmy^and 
rcdficc it to defpair* — — When the 
decree palTed which takes from the g^ne-* 
rai the nomination to military employ^ I 
fubmitted without heiitation : but I own 
that your bureau have made a horrid 
abufe of it. . It is thus that the army I 
command is ftuffed with adjutants and: 
co.ad]utants, who know not a word 
of their trade. Amongft others, they 
bav£ fent us an adjutant, a pupil of Mr.. 
Veftries. I (hould have no objection to his^ 
profeffion> and, (hould pafs by his tide, if 
he had as many brains in his head as he 
hasfupplenefs in his joints andlightnefs 
in his heels^ The intention of the de- 
cree has been, without doubt, not to 
leave to the generals the means of mak- 
ing too many creatures in the army by 
their nominations -, but they ought at 
Icaftto be confulted for the higher com- 
mands 
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man4s and places of truft ^ and e(pe- 
cially the choke ought to fall on officers 
known by the fbldiersi and who have 
their confidence* 

Correfpondeoce of Dumourier^ 
Decern, id, 1792. - 
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You bave broken all my mcafurcs by 
a lalfe parfitnony, by a narrow niggardlU 
ncfs, which will fall back on the nation^ 
and ruin both you and your agents* 
When I have come to this open decla* 
ration of . war with you, it is not agaioft 
you perfonally that I declare. But I have 
been the fcape-goat of guilty men, who 
have reduced the army I command to 
the moft wretched extremities. You have 
prefented falfe ftatements to the Na* 
tional Convention and my friends : re^ 
colled yourfelf fpeedily ; you will be re« 
fponfible both for the lofs of time, imd 
the ruin of avidorioos army. 

Corrcfpondence of Dumouriery 
Decern. 7th, 1792. 
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You tell me you are not a miUtary 
man. But this cicufe is of 4ittle availy 
fmce you ought to confult me or follow 
my plans. You or your colleagues have 
committed an irreparable faufr/ I ac- 
knowledge the virtues of the citizen Ro- 
land. When you (hall read to him my 
letter in the council, he wiH be fenfible of 
the great injury he has done the republic 
from his little fufpicionsrefpeding vifto- 
rious generals, and his pretended aufterity 
on my mor^ charadter. It is not by little 
houfehold virtues, or narroV fufpicions, 
that the affairs of a great nation are to 
be conduced. All the precautions that 
have been direfted againft me, might 
have been directed againft a little ambi* 
lious intriguer like La Fayette, &c» 

Dumourier's letter, dated the 8th of 
December, contains his reafonsat length ' 
for not obeying the order of the Execu^ 
live CounciL, which decreed, that the 

army 
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army fliould not go into winter quarters 
till tlie enemy bad been puflied beyond 
the Rhine. . The knpoQibility of exe- 
cuting it is apparent from the extraSs 
already given. In this letter he details 
ihetn more at length : the pifturc he 
draws ia afFeding— ** Above all, I de- 
clare to you, that the troops have fuf- 
fered fo muchj that they are entirely dif- 
couraged, that their mifery has deftroyed 
all ideas of difcipline. — I owe to my 
couijtry the truth — I prptcft againft the 
decree of the council^ beca^ife it is not 
to be executed,, and chimerical. — Witli, 
this opinion, if the council perfift, it 
would be impoflible to charge me witb 
tbe execution." — — — — ^ 
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Dumomler'9 Correipondcnce with the CoouniflsH I 
rk8,Dec« 10^x792 » • - 

Citizens Commiflaries, you fee daily 
yourfclves how rapid the diforganizatroft 
of this army is : how guilty are the men 
who under a f ilfe pretence of opconomy 
have broken contrads> which you are 
now feeking to re-^ftablifli^ and which 
only afford us the means of fubfiftence 
from day to day. It will coil many mil- 
lions to repair, and that imperfeftly; the 
civil which they have done. — — 

I demand juftice for the crime they 
have committed againft the Natioir,. 
in reducing this unhappy army to a 
iituation more difa(lrou& than if it had 
loft battles ; and depriving iti by a mo*. 
nopolizing infamous fyflem, of the great 
refources which the Low Countries of- 
fered of every kind. — — — * 
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The avarice of the monopolifts has 
led them to make nfe of you to break 
the contrafts ; which mud now be re- 
eftabliftied to hinder the army from 
dying exprcfsly of hunger. As to your 
clothing, &c. your contrafts are ftill 
worfe. I can have fhoes at Liege for 
three livres fifteen fous, and the flioes 
are excellent ; and you fend me deteft- 
able flioes, that coft feven or eight livres. 
Your capottes coft fifty or fixty francs, 
and do not laft two months j whilft the 
citizen Malus, on whom your bureaus 
throw all their own faults, would have 
found here a fluff more folid and warm, 
and which would have coft only from 
twenty-five to thirty. — — — 

Every day renders our pofition more 
alarming. What can 1 do with our 
great artillery ? v^here ftiall I find horfes ? 
What (hall I do with the army itfclf? 
without ftraw, with tents torn and rotten, 
without clothes or (hoes at this inftant. 

My 
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My health is entirely ruined, as much 
by the fatigues of two campaigns,, ex 
tremely rigorous, during which 1 have 
not fpared myfelfmore than the foldiers, 
as well as through chagrin and vexation ^ 
which have too much affeded me, in 
feeing tiie . deftitute condition of my 
brave comrades. It is abfolutcly indif- 
penfable for me to take a little repofe, 
being really indifpofed, and having 
moreover my breaft dangeroufly af* 
fedcd. 

Correfpondence of Dumoiirier to Pachc^ 
Liege, Decern. i8, 1792.. 
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After reading this correfpondencc, 
oF .which thefe extrafts form a parr, 
the retreat of the French from the 
Low Countries, and the failure of the 
expedition againft Holland, remain fuf- 
ficiently accounted for. Dumourier^s 
letter to the Conveniioji, which fear or 
prudence hindered them from reading, 
but which he himftlf has publilhedj will 
cjcpkin all the left. 



Ex- 
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Exiradls from DumonrierV Corre^ 
fpondence with JMiranda. 

THE firft letter, dated the loth of Ja- 
nuary^ contains a detail of the intended 
operations in Holland, which were to have 
begun with an attack on Zealand ; buc 
the project was laid afide by the advice 
of Miranda. Of the fpirit of fraterni- 
zation which was to have been promoted 
in the Low Countries, by an inter- 
change of good office^, an extract from 
Dumourier*s inftrudlions will affoM us 
a fpecimen* 

You will go to Antwerp, you will be 
joined there by the Dutch patriots^ lyha 
vill bring you carts^ and conduft you, 
knowing themfelves the eafinefs of this 
expedition. The minifter of marine 
gives orders to prepare furnaces, &c* 
in each of the three gun-boats, to fire 
widi red-hot balls* Thefe three boats 

draw 



PROM PRANCB. 265 

draw but little water, and will eafily 
drive off the frigates (the Englifti frigates) 
by the foperioriry of their fire and the 
heat oi their (hot. Take as a pretence 
for your journey to Antwerp the borrow- 
ing of eight millions of florins, which 
you ought to make there. As I have 
prepared it, exaft this demand with fevc- 
rity, and inform this city, its clergy, and 
its merchants, that the French will no 
longer be the dupes of its malevolence; 
that they will levy by contribution 
what they (hould otherwife borrow; that 
you know who are the capitalif^s, and 
that you fliall take from them, and leave 
them to arrange it with their fellow- 
citizens. Tell them tbKt I am labouring 
to procure the repeal of the decree of 
the 15th of December. — — -*. 
Get a lift of the rich; call them indivi-^ 
dually to the Hotel de Ville, keep thent 
there, and do not rdeafe them till they 
have refolvcd to comply^ either with 
VOL. in. N good 
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good will or by compulfion. If it is 
wicb good will, • take imiuedi^tely t«yQ 
luillionjs of florins for the expjence of the 
expedition. If ic is by compulfioOtf im* 
pofe on one fifty thoiifand^ on. others 
more, others lefs,, according to their 
rank ; and order the payment in eight 
days, keeping them under guard. Do 
the fame thing with the clergy^ but fe* 
parately from the merchants* During 
this rigorous operation^ which alone can 
faye the French and Belgic armiesj 
combine with the Dutch patriots the 
plan^ &c. 

Pnmouner to Miranda, Paris Jan. lo. 



— — r— All depends on dif- 
patch and fecrecy.— I will unfold my 
plan from day to- day: it is pre- 
cipitate — becaufe events prefs on as, 
and we have not a day to lofe. Pre- 
pare 
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pare it then without lofi of time. If I 
find more obftacles here, whether they 
arife from the indeckioo of the executive 
council, from the flownefs of commir- 
tees, or the favage divifion of the fac- 
tions, I will daily inform you of them. 
Finally, if no one will hear me, if 
fufpicioDS, bad faith, the /pirit of fac* 
tion, niggardlinefs, more ruinous even 
than fordid, are placed between me and 
the iaivation of my country, I will give 
in my difmi/fion, and weep in fon^c 
other corner the fate of my blinded 
countrymen. 

Dumourier to Miranda, Paris Jan. 10. 



I 



, THiKK your plan extremely difficult 
to be executed, from the fituation and 
abfolute naked ncfs in which our armies 
and magazines at prefent are. If you 
would leave out of your plan the expc. 
^ ^ dition 
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dition ffito Zealand> ic would be miiefa 
more prafticabk, as far as I can fee; 
and wc (hould not have to commit our- 
felves wfth the naval forces <>( Englaini 
and Hollandi whovrould not &rl to (lop 
us at the beginning of our enterprife; 
iiaving on our fkle no mariticne forces 
to oppofe tothem. 

Remember, General, that it was the 
Zealandcrs,' with their boats, who jfirft 
arretted the hitherto viftorious land^ 
forces of the tyrant Philip; and more- 
over, that Zealand will fall of itfetf 
when the reft (hall be taken. 

Miranda to Dumourier, Liege Jan. rj^ 



I THINK that if war be ^decided on 
between us, Holland and England, 
we muft only make a falfe attack on 
Zealand, and then feizQ on Maeftricht, 
Vcnlo, Guelders, Emmerick, fall back 
on Nimeguen, and by the heights of 

Amersfort, 



s. 
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•Amersforty bem Utcecht^ gain theiluiccs 
of Muyden^ where M aiihal Lujcembourg: 
failed in 1672; ahd then we (hall arrive 
without difiiculcy at Aaafterdam, In this 
{campaign, which mud be neceflarily ex- 
peditiousi and which I have a long time 
meditated, we muft reckon but little on 
the affiftance of the patriots, and trufl 
only to our own forces^.and means. of 
Gonqueft. 

Dumouricr to Miranda, Paris Jan. rp. 



I WILL not fpcak to you of the events 
of this country. I endeavour to prepare 
every thing as if I were to make the 
campaign j and it is ftill very poffible that 
I Qiall not make it, for nothing is de- 
cided on, and certainly I will keep to the 
conditions, whatever-may be the refvilc. 

Dumourier to Minndai Paris J^n. 19; 
N3.^ The 
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. The cataftrophe of the 21ft (the 
execution of the King) wiH probably 
make all the people of Europe bur 
enemies. Here is what has been decidecf 
on with refpeft to this in the executiviJ 
council. 

We are yet uncertain what part Eng- 
land will take; and it is this refolutfon 
which (hall determine our condinS: with 
rcfpeft to Holland. The council, agfefe- 
ably to the wiflies (aprSs le d^fir) of the 
Englifti and Dutch, have fixed on me 
to go to England as ambaflador extraor- 
dinary, to have a categorical anfwer from 
this nation for peace or war* Iti con«> 
fequence of this, orders have been given 
to our ambaflador^ Chauveltn, to return. 
To-morrow a fecret agent will be fcnt, 
well known to Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, 
to demand from both panies, that is, 
from the whole nation (c'cft-a-dire, a 
la nation loute entiere), a fafe conduft 

for 
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for tncy and the aflurance of being well 
received, whatever be the fuccefs of my 
mi&oa. As it is a yes or a no that [ 
ana going to demand, . like Cato at Car* 
tbagCr^this miflion will only laft eight 
days. 

A confidential perfon is fent to the 
Hague, to advife Lord Auckland and 
the Grand Penfionary Van Spigel, to 
come to confer with me, agreeably to 
their own requeft (felon leur propre 
demande) on the frontier, between. Ant* 
werp and Breda, to begin a negotia- 
tion. This little abode at Antwerp will 
give me time to receive the courier of 
the minifler Le Brun, who will bring 
the anfwcr from London. If this an- 
swer be categorical and friendly, as they 
yet flatter themfelves, then 1 will re- 
turn to Paris, to take my laft inftruc* 
tibns; or will go^ according to the ad« 
vice of the <:ouncil, from Antwerp to 
N 4 Calais 
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Calais to embark. If, on the contrary, 
the anfwer be evalive or peremptory, 
1 will attack Maeftricht eight days 
after, &c. 



Dumourier to Miranda, Paris Jan* »3« 

/ 



Whbnt yow (hall have begun your ex- 
pedition, and 1 my hatdy enterprile, 
you will no longer be able to receive 
any orders from me; for our cotmnum* 
cation will be altogether interrupted^ 
till we join again on the march/which 
I fl^all make by Utrecht, when the re¥0« 
lution (hall be made at Rotterdam and 
Amfterdam; where I (hall not ftop, in 
order to rejoin you more quickly, . anc) 
difcmbarrafs you from your fieges, by 
the orders which I (hill give, through 
the flew republic, to the different com- 
manders. I (hall carry with me, mofl 
probably, a reinforcement of Dutch 

troops. 
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troops. If I do HOC completelf fuccccd, 
I (hall endcaTour at leaft to take pof- 
ieffioD of Breda, and perhaps alio of Ber* 
gen-op-zoom, or Bols-le-duc, to cover 
our flanks till fpriog. 
. But the more daring my attack is, 
the more hope I have of fuccefs. If I 
were ftrong and had time, i would take 
a more methodical march. In the (itua« 
tfOA we are, we mufl: aftoniih, andilrike 
defperate ftrokes. 

We undertake a bufinefs as difficulc r 
as it is audacious. Here it is that we may 
well fay. Conquer or die ! Our intimate 
friendlhip will fmooth ail difficulties-^ 
you are my faithful fecond, and I hope 
every thing from you. On this import* 
ant occafion I regard our enterprife at 
the only means of faving the republic. 

i 
Dooumricr t^ffiiiwta, AntwctpFtcb. n^ 



K5 — TillVK 
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. — — ' — Think how important 
it is, my dear friend, that you (hould 
employ the Pruffians, to hinder their 
march on me, who have but 15,000 
men, and fcarcely that; ncvcrtheleft, 
there is no going back. My van wiH 
depart the 18th, 1 (hall follow the i9tlu 
Spread reports continually, through the 
army, that I am coming ; and hiaften to 
get together your artillery and your car- 
riages, not to deifty after you hare takea 
Maeftricht. It is oa your fpeed to fe- 
cond me that depends tike fate not only^ 
of Holland but of the republic, and the 
liberty of nations : for, if we do not fuc- 
ceed in ourinvafion of Holland, having 
neither the love of the Belgians, whoih, 
we have on the contrary exafpcrated 
againft us, nor an army proper for the; 
defenfive, we (hall be driven from the 
Low Countries with the fame celerity 
as we rendered ourfclves mafters of it.. 
^NoiKing but di%racc and confterhatidn 

can 
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can follow this retreat^ which cannot 
be otherwife than diforderly> and we 
(ball have miicb difficulty to defend our 
own country. Such arc our dangeiii 
and it is only by the moft daring coin 
jage» and the greateft rapidity^ that wo 
can fave the republic* 

Dtimourter to Miranda) Ah twerp Feb. 1 5, 



Iv fix or eight daySj at moil| I hope 
to fioiOi the bombardment of Mae(lrichr» 
and, by a rapid march immediately af* 
ter, to proceed on to Nimeguen with a 
body of 25,000 men, to join or fupport 
Duraourier, who will have penetrated 
into Holland on the other iidei accord* 
ing as we are agreed. I cannot help 
forefeeing great difficulties in all thefe 
enterprifesi but I hope that wc (hall 
N*6 fur. 
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furmount (hem» if time or chance be 
any way favourable to us. 

Miranda to the Mwifter of War^ BounioQTilI<^ 
Liege Feb, 27. 



The delays wfeich I experience put 
me out of all patience, and would dill 
more fo, if your letter of the i8th 
did not prove to me that you are expe- 
riencing the iame. This juftifies the 
idea that I have always had, that the 
declaration of war was too precipitate. 
The negotiation ought to have been 
fpun on till I was ready to enter Holland, 
and befiege Maeftricht. 

Diunottrkr to Minuul% Aotwcrp.Fcb. X9» 



DiXMOURiER writes to l^atida, from 
Groot Zomdort, February 22, tbothe is 
infuU expedition; that he has blockaded 

Bergen- 



Bergen^op zoom ; and on the 25th hti 

writes from Zevenbugai, that Ktundert 

had been taken in the nighty and ex«^ 

prefles his hopes of the effeft that the 

news of the furrender of Breda will occa- 

fion, and determines on the attack of 

Williamfiadt and Gertrudemburg the 

next day and the day after. He con^ 

dudes this letter—" Thus I hope, that^ 

before the month of May, we ihall have 

at leaft 25,000 Belgian infantry to join 

our army. The volunteers will come in 

crowds to join us^ when they fliall be 

informed of our fuccefs. I hope that 

we (hall be able to get together in this 

corner 150,000 men^ with whom I will 

amufe myfelf in playing fome monkey 

tricks (a faire quelques fingerits) with 

the defpots who are attacking us. Adieu^ 

my dear comrade ! make a good fire^ 

. drink hard, uke care of your dieaUh^ 

and beinerry.^ 

Our 



lyz L E T T I It S 

Calais to embark. If, on the contrary, 
the anfwcr be evafive or peremptory, 
1 will attack Maeftricht eight days 
after, &c. 



Dumourler to Mtnmda, Paris Jan. %^. 

/ 



Whbnt yo« (hall have begun your ex- 
pedition, and 1 my hatdy enterprile, 
you will no longer be able to receive 
any orders from me; for our commuoi* 
cation will be altogether interrupted^ 
till we join again on the march, which 
I fl^all make by Utrecht, when the revo- 
lution (hall be made at Rotterdam and 
Amfterdam; where I (hail not ftop, in 
order to rejoin you more quickly,, an^ 
difcmbarrafs you from your fieges, by 
the orders which I (hill give, through 
the flew republic, to the different com- 
manders. I (hall carry with me, mofl 
probably, a reinforcement of Dutch 

troops. 
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troops. If I do not completely fuccccd, 
I (hall endeavour at kail to cake pof* 
ieffion of Breda, and perhaps alfo of Ber- 
gen-op-zoom, or Bois*le«duCy to cover 
our flanks till fpring. 

. But the more daring my attack is, 
the more hope I have of fuccefs. If I 
vrere itrong and btrf time, i would take 
a more methodical march. In the (itua« 
tfOA we are^ we mufl: aftonilh, and llrike 
defpo'ate ftrcd^es. 

We undertake a bufinefs as difficult^ 
as it is audacious. Here it is that we may 
well fay, Conquer or die ! Our intimate 
friendlhip will fmooth ail difficulties-^ 
you are my faithful fecond, and I hope 
every thing from you. On this import- 
ant occafion I regard our enterprifeat 
the only means of faving the republic. 

i 
Dwnouiier t#.^|Iinuida, Antwerp Feb. ij^ 
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* OvR dream is finUhed ia Holl^ii^^ 
My dear General^ what I have forefee^pt 
has happened. The enemies bare at*- 
tacked Lanoue in his cantonments, right 
and left : he took his field of battle be- 
fore AixIaXhapelJe/but he has been 
forced — — — May that Pro- 
vidence which watches over France^ 
Jiave hindered both you and your troops 
from embarking \ Fly hither ! I declare 
that if you do not come, I am in no 
condition^ to command fuch troops in 
fuch a iituatien. You recoiled what I 
cold the minifter when he ordered me 
to cake your place during your abfence; 
k is dear^ that the expedition into Hoi* 
land cannot any longer take place, if the 
fiege of. Maefbricht ihould be raifed. 
In. aojr cafe you can be here in twenty* 
four or thirty hours. — Fly ! I repeat it— 
you will yet be in time to decide on 
what is to be 4onc. — Fly hithejr ! fend 
troops to Mecttlini and yovi will have 
;: . time. 
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tHfte, at your arrival, to decide on 
what {hall be done wi A the army whi^h 
)ms taken Breda. 

Valence to Dumourier, Liegc March 2. 

P. S. " Though you ftiould wilh 
to continue your projeft into Hollandi 
the plan of the campaign muft ht 
changed, and you. only can do it. Mi* 
nutes are ages/* 



FicR republicain, moh frere, mon 
ami I forget your v^exations, celebrate in 
your army the taking of Gertrudanr 
burg, which capkuiated to-day ac half 
paft four o'clock. I hope the arrtiics of 
the republic will take courage^ and ex« 
cite eadi other to a noble emulation. 
Gertrudemburg, covered with inunda« 
tions, almoft inacceflSible^ defended by 
numerous forts and a dreadlul artillery, 

with 
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with a garrifon of Swifs^ held out thirty^ - 
fix hours againft French impettiofity and 
the genius and talents of Arcon. It is 
the key of Holland, by which I am going , 
to attack it. 

You judge, my fiiend, that I am far* 
tfaer tbaa ever from abandoning a plan ^ 
which will give me money, ammunition, 
fobiiftence and allies ; a plan which will 
fave the Low Countries, and France into ^ 
the bargain. 

See what is tohappen* ^he Pruffians 
will abandon the Auftrians, to go to the 
iuccour of the Hague and Amfterdam, 
where I will be before them. I will 
fight them at the head of rhofe (ame 
Hollanders againft whom I fight at pvc^- 
fent. You fiiaU march back on Grave, 
which you (ball take; then you (hall 
attack Nimeguen, and then we will joinr. 
hands. In the mean time Valence, hav* 
ing only to do with the Auftfians» t» 
whom he will be infimtely fuperior bf 

the 
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the affiftaoce that will come to him on 
ev€ry Mc^ will hold them in check, till 
yoa return to take them in flank, bj 
Cleves and Juliers. 

DumoQrier to Mirandai Mocrdick March 4., 



In comparing your two letters, my 
dear Miranda, you may imagine what 
iervice ^ fecond has rendered met 
xipedaliy after the littkhope left me by 
the trft. Ready to paft the Moe£dicks^ 
ifcady to conquer all tlie difficulties; 
nady to fecuire at length, for ever, tb<; 
liberty and glory of my country, and o£ 
Hplland. I faw every thing loft if yoa 
had not revived me, both on your owa 
pofition and that of the fpirit of the army : 
the letter of Valence had driven me ta« 
defpair. I {aw nothing but confufionj and. 
not a fingle refource. Now all my hopes 

arA- 



■^^ 
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are reviving^ gangers dimi^iihrS^^ we 
have time before us ^ aad if youanfw<Mr 
me for your fide^ as I do not doubv I 
have every hope of mine*^ . * 

— • — .— My fuccours ought 
even to affift you, and it will be eafy for 
you to pcrfuade my brave brethren in 
arms, that, prefent or abfent, I ought 
always to influence their condudt j: tell 
them what fatisfa&ion I have in finding 
them worthy of the vidories we are 
gaining together. Adieu, my friend^ 
and more than ever my friend — May -we 
be always worthy of each other! and 
believe that two or three good heads are 
fufficient to fave a republic. 

Dumourier to Miranda, Moerdick March 7. 



A MOTION leads me to depart : it is to 
give confidence to the Bcabanters,.and 

to^ 
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10 bring them back to us by the truft 
tbey repofe in me; and efpecially in 
leffening the tyranny and injuftice which 
they have^till now experienced. My re- 
folution is laken with refpeft to this, 
whatever Cambon and his fatellites may 
fay. 

Dumourier to Mirandai Moerdick March 9. 



—.--—. The laft affair of N«v 
%vinde is of much greater importance* 
— — — Our lofs is confiderable— 
in my divifion alone there was one gene* 
rai officer killed, and more than thirty 
othersdead or wounded, Amongft others-, 
my firft aiddu-camp, whom you know, 
was killed at my fide, and two thoufand 
men nearly dead as well as wounded. 
By this you may compute the Icik of the 
other divifions.. 

The 
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The eokmy i^ttacked ua the oesjt <laf 
with vigour^ aod obliged us to retfre be^ 
hind Tirlemont, and a&erivards to Loti^ 
vtin, where I led back the centre ami 
kftdivifion of the Jirmy. This cbeck 
amft produce the moft fatal coniequences 
for the &te of the Low Countries, and^ 
£ivour political affairs in general. I am 
aftonifhed that Dumourier was guilty of. 
fo great an error« 

There are many other things which I 
wifh much to communicate to you, but J 
«mnot truft them' to paperr When I* 
lead your letter, in which you tell mei 
-t^t the ramification of the plot lately 
4ifcovered againft our dear liberty ex* 
tended even to the armjr, I thought 
you exaggerating and too timid. At 
prefent I am convinced there is a foun- 
dation for it, and I fufpeA more than^ 
one individual to be principatl agents 
in our preftnt revcrfes. I will telL yoa 
more, my friend:, I have heard thefe 

very. 



